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Local Man Loses
Thousandsin Scam

B A sophisticated e-transfer scam
cost one local resident thousands
of dollars in a fake buy-and-sell
transaction. We have the details.
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Law Enforcement Raises Alarm
Over Rising Rats of Sexploitation

mIn an effort to promote awareness about keeping young
people safe online, the RCMP have been sending officers
from the Internet Child Exploitation team to high schools.
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Sibling Intensify Push
for Debbie's Law

B Alocal family is drawing atten-
tion to system gaps in the health-
care system, including a pro-
posed law to effect key changes.
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National Volleyball
Tourney Draws Acclaim

B In March, the Providence Pilots
women's volleyball team hosted
the CCAA National Women'’s Vol-
leyball Championship.

Details on Page 25
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TO OUR FANS, VOLUNTEERS, PARTNERS, SPONSORS,
THE TOWN OF NIVERVILLE AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

THIS SEASON WAS MORE THAN HOCKEY.IT WAS A TRUE
REFLECTION OF COMMUNITY AND SHARED PURPOSE.

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF A SEASON WE WILL NEVER FORGET.
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Hot Topic, Supportive Space:
Menopause Event Lands in Niverville

Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba
Kicks Off 2026 Awareness Walk

Local Man Loses Thousands
in E-Transfer Scam
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2026 Municipal
Election: Open Seats
and How to Get Involved

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Every four years, at election time,
municipal governments either go
through a shuffle or stay exactly
the same, and it’s up to the voter
to decide what happens.

On October 28, seats are up for
grabs on Niverville’s and Ritch-
ot’s municipal councils. Some
mayors and council members are
choosing to run again. Others are
stepping away to make space for
new faces and ideas.

Last year, the mayor of
Ritchot, Chris Ewen, announced
his intention to step down in the
fall. He will have served as mayor
for nine years.

Niverville’s mayor, Myron
Dyck, says that he plans to run
again. So far he has sat on coun-
cil for 18 years and hopes to do
so for at least one more term.

As for Niverville’s other coun-
cillors, Bill Fast has confirmed
that he won’t run. Council mem-
bers have until August to make a
definitive decision.

With at least one guaranteed
position opening up on each
council, residents should be
considering the opportunity.
It’s also not too soon to tap the
shoulders of fellow community
members who might be a good
tit for a role on council.

Municipal elections are
regulated by the province and
nominations officially open six
weeks prior to election day and
run for one week.

Nominees need to collect
25 signatures from fellow local
residents. Those who sign a
nominee’s papers aren’t making
a commitment to vote for them
but rather indicating support for
the candidate’s decision to run.

In order to be considered, all
nominees need to register with
the municipality’s designated
Senior Election Official, typically
someone who already holds a
position in local government.
This official can provide the
details in terms of costs involved
in running a campaign and rules
regarding fundraising and dona-
tion acceptance.

There is much to consider
before deciding to run as a can-
didate. Perhaps the biggest is the
time commitment. Weekly coun-
cil meetings can be time-con-
suming, especially when big
decisions need to be made.
Council members should have
the flexibility to manage both
daytime and evening meetings
every month.

At least once per year, budget
planning sessions can take days.
As well, councillors are typically
expected to sit on boards that are
extraneous to their governmental
role.

Not to be overlooked are
the variety of events a council
member is expected to attend
throughout the year. These might
include fundraising galas, grand
openings, chamber of commerce
AGMs, and the like.

While it’s okay to run for coun-
cil with an immediate agenda in
mind, Mayor Dyck says that it
shouldn’t be a person’s primary
motivator.

“We welcome people that
have an interest in wanting to
serve the community,” says Dyck.
“When you’re in municipal gov-
ernment, it's not about money
and it’s definitely not about
power. It is truly about giving
back.”

Be prepared for respectful
debates to occur around the
council table, he says, and for

the possibility that things may
not always move in your favour.

It’s imperative, too, that
council members demonstrate
magnanimity and resilience in
the face of public confrontation,
because it will happen.

“You have to be prepared to
understand why something is
being said and how it’s being
said without having your feelings
hurt,” says Dyck of the job of a
councillor. “Having said that, we
are a team. And when one gets
a little more bloodied and has
some stripes on the back, we do
rally around and support [one
another]. Council is a safe place
to express yourself.”

For some, remuneration may
make the difference between
running and not running. In both
Ritchot and Niverville, council
determines their own salaries
and rates of increase.

Niverville’s mayor receives
an annual salary of just under
$30,000. Councillor salaries run
just under $20,000 per year.

In Ritchot, the mayoral sal-
ary is closer to $50,000 annually
while the councillors receive
about $28,000.

Different levels of remunera-
tion and per diems are available
for travel and meeting attend-
ance outside of the normal realm
of activity.

FORMOREINFORMATION

B Tolearn more about municipal
elections, visit: www.gov.mb.ca/mr/mfas/
election.html

B To contact the Town of Niverville:
feedback@whereyoubelong.ca

B To contact the RM of Ritchot:
info@ritchot.com

B Details about Niverville's election and im-
portant dates: https://www.whereyoube-
long.ca/municipal-election-2026/
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Hot Topic, Supportive
Space: Menopause Event
Landsin Niverville

By Brenda Sawatzky

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On May 20, a new event is
coming to Niverville that as-
serts itself as the hottest night
in town. It’s called “Still Hot”
and its aim is to shed light on,
and encourage conversation
around, a natural phase of life:
menopause.

Hosted at the Heritage
Centre and organized by Life
Culture, it’s the second such
event organized specifically
with menopausal women in
mind.

The first was held in Stein-
bach this past February.

“The event in February
was very well received and
it just spoke to the need that
women have in this season
of life,” says Susan Penner,
executive director of Life
Culture. “We want more
information and just to be
validated in what'’s going on
[in our bodies]”

Penner says that she first
realized the need for an event
like this while having a con-
versation about her own life
on social media.

“I'd done a reel on Insta-
gram, kind of joking about
my experiences with meno-
pause and how menopause
can be wild,” Penner says.
“It was supposed to be just

a fun thing, but I got tons of
responses from women who
are going through this too.

Her team at Life Culture
wasted no time creating a
memorable event that would
highlight keynote speakers,
include a Q&A period, and
foster a supportive atmos-
phere for women in or near
this stage of life.

Within hours of the Stein-
bach event going public,
Penner says that the ticket
sales exceeded their original
venue capacity, causing them
to plan for a larger centre.

Even with an updated cap-
acity of 200, it still sold out.

On the heels of that event,
the menopause conversation
will continue in Niverville.

The local event, revolved
around sharing dessert with
like-minded ladies, is geared
for women between 40 and
60 years of age, although all
women are welcome.

The keynote speaker this
time around is Dr. Dornubari
Lebari, who runs a profes-
sional menopause clinic in
Winnipeg.

“Her reputation and
expertise speaks to how
much she cares about
women in this season of life,”
Penner says.

Jacqui Broesky, a sports
nutrition coach and pro-
fessional power lifter, will

provide insight into man-
aging menopause symp-
toms through nutrition and
strength-training.

“I anticipate that the ones
[who attended in Steinbach]
might send their friends or
bring their friends to this
event,” says Penner. “It’s a
super fun girls night out, but
also informative.”

As to why menopause
information seems to exist
in a desert, Penner is unsure.
It’s clear, though, that the
average general practitioner
hasn’t been trained to inform
or guide women through it.

“I believe that that’s begin-
ning to change. Women are
demanding it. A third of us
are in this stage of life, peri-
menopause and menopause,
and we need to address it and
be treated for it.”

Life Culture, a nonprofit
based out of Steinbach, has
been around since 1975. It
began as the League for Life
Steinbach chapter and has
since evolved into its broader
scope.

They provide services
geared towards women,
such as foster mom support,
pregnancy and infant loss
support, support for single
moms, and divorce care.

“We just have this mis-
sion of supporting women
through every season of life”
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Alzheimer's Socie
Kicks Off 2026 Awareness Walk

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

The last remnants of winter have
faded and the Alzheimer’s Society
of Manitoba (ASM) is encouraging
everyone to get outside and walk—
more specifically, to walk in the IG
Wealth Management Walk for Alz-
heimer’s.

Since 1993, the ASM has been
inviting people to join their annual
fundraising campaign and assist
them in delivering the needed tools
and resources to the more than
20,000 Manitobans affected by
dementia, plus their families and
caregivers.

These resources include one-on-
one support, education sessions, and
dementia-friendly programming.

This year’s fundraising goal is set
at $315,000.

In total, seven Walk for Alzheimer’s
events will take place around the
province throughout May and June.

Assiniboine Park’s Lyric Theatre
will be the location for the Winnipeg
walk on Saturday, May 30 at 10:00
a.m. Steinbach will host theirs on
Sunday, June 7 at 12:30 p.m. at the
K.R. Barkman Park.

More than just a fundraising
campaign, the Walk for Alzheimer’s
provides an integral opportunity to
connect Manitobans facing the same

New stories
published
daily!

Citizen

www.nivervillecitizen.com

dementia challenges and show them
that they aren’t alone.

Last year’s event drew more than
1,300 walkers across the province.

“Too often, people navigate a
dementia diagnosis all on their
own,” says ASM CEO Erin Crawford.
“The Walk really helps you to see
that thousands of Manitobans are
being impacted by the exact same
thing at the exact same time. Nine
Manitobans per day are diagnosed.
Those people will be so much better
off if they can see their community
showing up for them.

Crawford says that the number
of dementia sufferers is expected to
double by 2050. Across Canada, close
to 800,000 people are estimated to
be affected.

This total doesn’t include the
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The Alzheimer's Society of Manitoba is gearing up for their 2026 awareness walks.
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caregivers and family members who
help navigate this frightening disease.

In reality, virtually every Canadian
is currently being touched, or will
eventually be touched, in some way.

While it’s generally considered a
disease of the aging, certain demen-
tias already affect adults at midlife.
For instance, frontotemporal demen-
tia, which was actor Bruce Willis’s
diagnosis.

“It starts to develop probably
already in our twenties and thirties,”
says Crawford. “We just don’t see the
full impact of it until much later”

Alzheimer’s is still the most com-
mon dementia diagnosis. First signs
usually include short-term memory
loss, although a certain cognitive fog-
giness with age doesn’t necessarily
point to the presence of the disease.

Now open daily 7 days a week
including the long weekend!

Come out and shop our amazing selection of
annuals, perennials, herbs, veggies and morel

Don ’twf/[?@ out on You

fawmb‘e vareties!
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204-882-2626

Located just 5 minutes North of
Ste Agathe on Highway 75

www.glenleagreenhouses.com

8 C/0 ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY OF MANITOBA

Signs to watch for, Crawford says,
are acts of thoughtlessness: dressing
improperly for a weather condition
or putting the toothbrush in the
refrigerator.

Disorientation is another com-
mon factor, often resulting in situa-
tions where the sufferer loses their
directional bearings in a location that
should be familiar to them.

A person’s communication skills
might also suffer. This could manifest
in someone struggling to formulate a
cohesive sentence.

Behavioural issues could arise,
such as when a gentle-natured
person becomes suddenly and
unexplainably aggressive.

Regardless of symptoms or degree
ofimpairment, the ASM is there with
guidance, support, and education

LOCALNEWS 5

tyof Manitoba

to help manage life in the best way
possible.

Some of the funding raised by Alz-
heimer’s Societies across the country
also goes to helping fund research.

“There have been some really
exciting developments in terms of
treatments,” says Crawford. “We have,
for the first time ever, disease-modi-
fying therapies.”

Unfortunately, she says, the drugs
may not be broadly accessible to the
average person for some time. As
well, they need to be started at a very
early stage of development.

Just the fact that they exist, though,
is cause for hope that further ther-
apies will follow.

Treatment is only one part of the
equation, she adds. More research
is taking place in terms of lifestyle
shifts to help avoid dementia in the
first place, including the effects of
diet, exercise, and social connection.

“There is still a frustrating lack of
knowledge in understanding and
treating dementia, and really moving
the needle significantly. That just tells
us how important it s to keep going”

FORMOREINFORMATION

B To register for the Walk for Alzheimer’s:
www.alzheimer.mb.ca/wfa

B To learn more, visit the ASM on

Facebook (@AlzheimerSocietyManitoba) or
Instagram (@alzheimermb).
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Local Man Loses Thousandsin E-Transfer Scam

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Sunday, April 19 began quite
normally for Keith Pearce of St.
Adolphe. But that all changed
when Pearce discovered he'd
been scammed out of $6,000
in an online buy-and-sell
transaction.

For Pearce, it was a
spring-cleaning kind of
weekend as he sorted
through items in his garage.
He'd posted an ad for some
a platform he’'d used many
times before.

In no time, he received
a reply from a potential
buyer, wondering if Pearce
would hold the item ifa $100
e-transfer deposit was sent.

He agreed. What could go
wrong?

“I've bought and sold
place and dealt with e-trans-
fers for a long time,” Pearce
says. “‘I've done dozens and
dozens of transactions that
way. This didn’t seem abnor-
mal whatsoever.”

Soon a notification
came to his email that the
e-transfer had been sent. As
always, he opened the email
and clicked on the TD Bank
option, since that’s where he
banks.

Having prearranged for
auto-deposits, the transfer
should have ended up dir-
ectly in his preferred account.

“Something in the back of
my mind said, ‘Something is
off here! It was taking a long
time to process. Normally
an e-transfer takes seconds.
There was a screen that
popped up that said ‘Do
not close this window. This
transaction might take a few
minutes.”

The transaction did finally
complete, but that little nig-
gling feeling caused Pearce
to check his bank account
online for some immediate
reassurance that the money
transfer was there.

Instead of receiving the
$100 deposit, what he found
instead was that a total of
$6,000 had gone missing
from his accounts.

Pearce had a $3,000 daily
e-transfer limit set up on his
accounts, which likely saved
him from losing even more
that day.

“T didn’t have $3,000 in

my [primary] account, but
he was able to go into my
line of credit and do an
internal transfer from there
to my [primary] account and
e-transfer that out”

The theft didn’t end there.

A second e-transfer of
$3,000 had been successfully
carried out from another of
Pearce’s accounts.

Immediately Pearce con-
tacted the TD Bank fraud
investigation department to
report what had happened.
His accounts were subse-
quently frozen and his bank
cards cancelled.

By Monday, on a visit to
his local branch, the only
information the investigation
could provide so far was that
the money had been trans-
ferred into a BMO account
in an undisclosed location.

“That money is probably
in Somalia buying someone a
Mercedes Benz,” Pearce says
ruefully.

If he’s thankful for any-
thing, it’s that he listened
to that little voice inside his
head that had him verifying
the money delivery.

Had he not, he believes
the thief would have been
back in his accounts on
Monday stealing whatever
else he could.

Pearce has since been
in contact with the RCMP
where he was advised to shut
off his phone until it could
be professionally inspected
for spyware. An IT tech soon
assured him that it was free
and clear.

Pearce provided the
RCMP with the name and
phone number used by the
e-transfer sender.

Still, with a scam this
sophisticated, it’s not likely
they’ll leave a trail for anyone
to follow.

The incident has left
Pearce feeling both shocked
and let down by TD Bank, a
major financial institution
that claims to have security
protocols to ensure a safe
online banking experience
for its clients.

At the very least, Pearce
believes that clients of Can-
ada’s banking giants deserve
warnings when this kind of
security breach happens,
but he won’t be surprised if
they choose to keep it in the
proverbial vault.

“Somebody has developed
a program that goes in the

e

Keith Pearce of St. Adolphe.

back door and into your
account,” he says. “[The
scammer] didn’t ask for my
PIN or password or anything.
I just gave him the email
address.”

Going forward, he says,
he'll only be accepting cash
for items sold online.

HOW SCAMMERS DO IT

For Pearce and many others
who rely on e-transfer money
exchanges, this type of theft
comes as a complete shock,
especially given that our bank-
ing institutions assure us that
they've got top-notch secur-
ity protocols in place to pro-
tect clients.
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accomplish it in the first
place.

For experts like Jensen,
Pearce’s victimization, while
tragic, isn't new. In fact,
cybersecurity gurus have
a name for it. They call it a
“token session theft” with
an “adversary in the middle”
(AiTM) approach.

Putting thatin layperson’s
terms, every time you log in
to your online bank account,
or any account requiring a
login, such as Amazon or
Walmart, the bank (or com-
pany) provides you with a
session token.

This session token allows
you to close the window

_ “Never ever, ever clickona
link that is supposed to initiate
an e-transfer.

Michael Jensen | Cybersecurity expert

But for all the hype placed
around creating strong
passwords and setting up
multifactor authentication,
cybersecurity expert Michael
Jensen says that it's not
enough.

And he should know. Jen-
sen, who lives in Ste. Agathe,
has impressive credentials
in the area of cybersecurity.
He’s gained some of his most
significant experience help-
ing to prevent cyber breaches
at top intelligence agencies,
such as the Department of
National Defence.

Understanding how to
prevent victimization is
made easier with an under-
standing of how the criminals

momentarily and then get
back in without having to
re-authenticate. It's essen-
tially like showing your ID
at the door of a nightclub and
not being required to show
it again if you briefly step
outside.

If a scammer can find
a way to intercept your
token session, that’s called
token session theft. Having
momentarily usurped your
session, while you and your
bank are unaware, the scam-
mer becomes the adversary
in the middle.

“The way these scams
work is they get you to log
in first, steal the session
token from your computer,

and perform what's called a
replay attack,” Jensen says.

A replay attack simply
means they've gained access
to your authentication data
and then retransmitted it to
the source—in Pearce’s case,
TD Bank—allowing them to
impersonate you in an online
banking transaction.

When Pearce noticed that
his e-transfer was taking
longer than it should, Jensen
says that this was the scam-
mer at work, using his token
session. For a skilled attacker,
it doesn’t take long to move
funds, grab what they can,
and disappear.

But according to Jen-
sen, there was more at risk
for Pearce than just bank
account theft.

“Ifhe had also been logged
into Amazon at the time, and
had his credit card attached,
and if the thief was set up
for it, they could have stolen
those session tokens, too, and
made purchases against his
credit card”

PROTECTING YOURSELF
First and foremost, Jensen says
that the best way for anyone to
protect themselves is to never
fully trust technological con-
trols. Human controls will
trump them every time.

Next, he says, it's impera-
tive that people stop
accepting e-transfers in
traditional forms.

“Never ever, ever click on
a link that is supposed to
initiate an e-transfer,” Jensen
says. “What the scammers
are doing is they're send-
ing links that are very well
designed, like websites that
mimic Interac. When it hits
your email, it looks like a
legitimate e-transfer. Unless
you're very schooled on what
you're looking at, you don’t
know how to check the digital
footprint”

If you're going to use
e-transfer, Jensen strongly
advises setting up the
auto-deposit function with
your bank.

“If you're having to open
an email and then choose
your banking institution,
that’s not auto-deposit
because it’s not depositing
automatically.

For those with true
auto-deposit, when they
receive an e-transfer, the
notification received will
simply inform them that a

transfer of a specific amount
has been deposited to their
account. They don’t need to
open an email or click on a
link to direct the transfer to
their bank.

If you have auto-deposit
set up and you receive an
email that requires you to
open it and click on a link to
accept, it’s a scam. Further,
when a potential scammer
sees that you have auto-de-
posit set up, their opportun-
ity for token session theft
has been foiled and they’ll
generally just move on.

Another way to ensure
that you're protected is by
always being the initiator of
any e-transfer. Just as every-
one has the ability to send
an e-transfer, online banking
options also include the abil-
ity to send a request for an
e-transfer.

Soifyou're selling an item
online and someone wants
to send you an e-transfer, let
them know that you'll initiate
the money transfer process.

“You'll have to get their
email address, but you'll be
initiating the transfer from
your end, so you'll know that
it's legitimate,” Jensen says.

The final piece of advice
Jensen has for those using
buy-and-sell sites is to never
trust a request to hold an
item with a deposit. Nine
times out of ten, it’s a scam.

“The number one thing
people can do if they're doing
atransaction on a [buy-and-
sell site] is meet in person
in a police station parking
lot,” Jensen says. “People
don’t like that answer, but
it’s not just good for cyber
safety, it'’s good for physical
safety. There’s been reports
of people being assaulted at
[general] meetup locations.
So go to a police station.”

It's been a week since
Keith Pearce was scammed,
and so far he’s received no
indication that TD Bank,
the police, or various fraud
departments are making any
headway. He’s not fooling
himself into believing he’ll
ever see the money again.

Shortly after the incident,
Pearce also noticed that a
portion of the text conver-
sation between himself and
the scammer, then posing
as a buyer, had been erased.
Somehow the scammer was
successful in covering his
tracks there too.
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IDCResidents Tired of
Pollcmg Construction Vehicles

@ crTIZEN POLL

Who should bear the most
responsibhility for preventing
e-transfer scams?

)
L
)

Have a more nuanced opinion?
Leave us a comment online.

Banks. Since the scams are targeting the
banks' online platforms, the banks should be
responsible to ensure their security.

Users. We all bear a collective responsibilty to
be savvier in terms of spotting and preventing
these scams before they occur.

Government. Our elected leaders must pass
legislation to better protect citizens from this
type of exploitation.

VOTENOW AT
www.nivervillecitizen.com

LASTMONTH'SRESULTS:

Giventhedramaticspikeintheprice
of gasolineinrecent weeks, would
yoube morelikely to consider an EV
for your next vehicle purchase?

Yes. EV technology interests me, and it would be a relief not to
have to worry so much about price volatility.

No. | have concerns about the practicality of EVs and prefer to
stick with a gas-powered vehicle, even if it costs more to operate.

YOURCOMMENTS:

| don't think EVs are practical in locations like Manitoba where we
use heat all winter and A/C all summer. This would definitely im-
pact on the distance you would travel between charges. I'd hate to
be stuck in a snowstorm with an EV. Many have experienced this in
Canada this winter.

No. The cost of EV vehicles need to be significantly reduced to be
more competitive in the market. Also be careful of Chinese vehicles.
They will use our network to spy on us and steal our information.

The problem with EV vehicles is they don't have the range that is
needed in our climate and there isn't the hydro electric and charge
stations are far and few between. Nor can our power grid handle it all.

Fossil fuels are used in the production of EVs. As long as industries
need oil for manufacture and producction, EVs will be just a tiny step
towards meaningful change.

Electric vehicles have hidden issues, like the fact that more coal-fired
electric plants are being built to supply electricity. Some people can-
not comprehend this fact.

It is my understanding that Canada does not have the infrastructure
to properly support vehicles and the chargers are susceptible to
petty theft. | would need more than government subsidies to drive
an electric vehicle.

| have had a plug-in hybrid for more than a year now and it's been
nothing but great.

| think with the technology that exists today, hybrid vehicles are best
suited to our cold winters.

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
52 bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Living next to a development
that’s under construction has
always had its downsides. In
the name of growth and prog-
ress, many homeowners con-
clude that it must simply be
endured on occasion.

But residents of Ile-des-
Chénes along Rosybloom
Lane, immediately north of
the new Oak River Meadow
development, say that nobody
should have to put up with the
sorts of frustrations they're
going through right now.

Steven Petznik is one
of these homeowners. On
Wednesday, April 22, he and
several neighbours met face
to face with Ritchot’s council,
hoping for assurances that
something will be done.

Rosybloom Lane forms a
half bay that will eventually
transform into a complete
bay once the street is finished
within Oak River Meadow.

Ever since the new develop-
ment plan was introduced to
the public, Petznik and others
along Rosybloom had their
concerns. One was that their
quiet residential street would
become a construction vehicle
thoroughfare.

They were reassured, at
the time, that trucks would be
required to use other accesses,
two of which lie along Old
Highway 59.

Unfortunately, someone
missed the memo. Petznik
says that his street has been a
construction vehicle express-
way for the better part of seven
months now.

“We had asked for barri-
cades and signs to be erected,’
Petznik told council. “We
started talking about this

The dead end on Rosybloom Lane in lle-des-Chénes.

last October and it took until
February 12 to get concrete
barricades put in place”

The barricade was installed
at the very end of Rosybloom,
around a bend where it will
connect to Oak River Meadow.

A small sign at the opening
to Rosybloom indicates that
it's not a through street but that
sign poorly visible.

According to Petznik and
his neighbours, the barricade
has done nothing to reduce
construction traffic along
their street. In fact, it effect-
ively doubled traffic, since
the heavy-duty vehicles that
enter are now forced to back
out along the entire length of
Rosybloom in order to reroute.

“We're talking fully loaded
cement trucks, multiple of
them every single day,” Petznik
said. “We just saw a full sem-
itruck with what looked like a
53-foot flat deck behind it. I've
seen a pump truck hit the ditch

[on my street] because they
had to back all of the way out.
This is a big safety concern.”

Petznik says that he’s been
reaching out to the RM and the
developer since last fall, asking
for a remedy, to no avail. He’s
seen no additional policing or
ticketing and heard of no fines
being issued to the developer.
Seemingly no one is being held
accountable.

It wasn’t until Petznik
reached out to Concrete
Manitoba that he finally felt
heard. Still, their advice left
the problem squarely in the
hands of Rosybloom Lane
residents who were being
asked to submit photos and
license plate numbers of the
trucks in question.

“We're not the police,
Petznik said. “This isn’t our
development going in behind
us. This is the developer’s
issue. It should be the RM’s
responsibility, as well, to
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support us”

After Petznik requested a
personal delegation at Wed-
nesday’s council meeting, a
couple more signs appeared
near the entry to Rosybloom,
indicating a different access
from Old Highway 59.

Petznik says that he’s seen
some improvement since that
time.

A neighbour of his also
stood before council, frus-
trated with the immediate
dangers this issue has posed
for children on Rosybloom,
including his own, of whom
the youngest is three.

“At what point will this get
taken care of?” he asked. “Will
one of my kids have to get hit
before somebody steps in?”

Council listened attentively
to the delegation of neigh-
bours and agreed to address
the issues raised with the Oak
River Meadow developer,
Terracon.
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Niverville RCMP Arrest
Wanted Criminal and
Charge Sleeping Driver

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOGAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A Labour of Love: Ritchot Builder's
Honours

|

1929 Essex Earns Top

By Brenda Sawatzky

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

March has been a busy month for the
Niverville RCMP detachment. Over the
course of just a few hours last month,
wanted criminals were arrested and im-
paired drivers were safely taken off the
roadways.

On March 23, at approximately 8:00
p-m., officers responded to a report of a
parked vehicle in the middle of the north-
bound lane of Highway 200, just north of
the Ste. Agathe turnoff.

RCMP found the vehicle stopped in the
dark without lights on, creating a traffic
hazard. Two female occupants were
found sound asleep.

They woke the driver, a 42-year-old
woman from Emerson, and immediately
noted signs of impairment, leading to
her subsequent arrest. At the St. Pierre-
Jolys detachment, a Breathalyzer test
confirmed that her blood alcohol level
was more than twice the legal limit.

The driver’s license was suspended
and her car was impounded. She faces a
court date of May 15.

On March 24 at 1:00 a.m., the RCMP
responded to a commercial alarm on
Fernwood Way in New Bothwell. The
business owner reported having wit-
nessed a male suspect enter his property
in an attempt to steal equipment.

Upon departure, the owner and
another party followed the suspect to
Road 33E near Zhoda, where a confron-
tation took place. Police arrived and
arrested 20-year-old Ryder Broesky from
Sundown.

At the time, three separate warrants
were out for Broesky’s arrest, all related
to property crimes in the RM of Hanover,
Niverville, and Winnipeg. The vehicle
driven by Broesky had been reported
stolen by the Falcon Lake RCMP in early
February.

Broesky was released with conditions
and a court date has been set for April 27.

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

For nearly 50 years, Winnipeg’s
World of Wheels show has been
an annual tradition among car
enthusiasts. This year marked the
debut for one Ritchot man whose
car drove away with not one but
two esteemed titles.

Brad Neufeld is the owner of
a 1929 Essex Super Six custom
roadster. On March 22, his vintage
beauty took Best in Class as well
as Most Outstanding Hot Rod, an
award of the International Show
Car Association.

To qualify in the roadster class,
Neufeld says, a car must have the
characteristics of a convertible
without the rollup side windows.

“Ibought it when I was 19 years
old, living in Transcona,” Neufeld
says. ‘I didn’t touch it again until I
was probably about 35 years old.
Kids and sports and business, they
came first. And then there were
times when it sat in my shop for
five or six years at a time without
being touched”

The problem for alot of creative
car rebuilders like Neufeld is that
they never have just one project on
the go. In the last few years, though,
Neufeld decided it was time to get
hyper-focused if any of those pro-
jects were to reach the finish line.

Last summer, Neufeld proudly
rolled the Essex into its very first
car show at the Morden Corn &
Apple Festival. Out of about 400
vehicles on display, the Essex won
Best in Show.

It's the kind of recognition that
means a lot to a custom designer
and builder like Neufeld. Out of
the vehicle’s mechanical, electrical,
body, and interior components,
not one piece was outsourced.

What he didn’t know, he learned.
Everything was done with slow,
methodical precision.

“I ordered Italian leather and
then I bought myself an antique
sewing machine and taught myself
how to sew last winter,” Neufeld
says of the vehicle’s custom
upholstery.

Even the final paint job, a part
of the process that few rebuilders
would dare tackle, was done by
Neufeld in a special paint booth
he created in his home workshop.

Although the Essex has a range
of fully unique features, Neufeld
decided to remain true in terms
of the paint colour. He found a
portion of the body that still had
a bit of factory paint, then had the
colour analysed at an autobody
supply store.

Upon discovering that the

| g

Super Six CustoM ROADSTER
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Brad Neufeld wins big for his 1929 Essex Super Six custom roadster at Winnipeg's World of Wheels.

colour was called Lorilei Blue,
Neufeld was more convinced
than ever of his choice. After all,
his daughter is named Lorilee.

Growing up in St. Vital, Neufeld
remembers the thrill of working on
a custom car project with his father
in the family’s single-car garage.
On weekends, the duo ventured off
to car shows or to watch Neufeld’s
uncle race at Keystone Dragways
near Ste. Anne.

At the age of 13, he purchased
his first project car, a 1934 Chev-
rolet Coupe. With his dad’s help,
Neufeld was driving around in his
own classy wheels by the time he
hit 16.

Since then, Neufeld’s owned a
range of project and classic muscle
cars, including Corvettes, Chev-
elles, GTOs, and old pickups.

Today, alongside the Essex,

8 LOIS NEUFELD
seven more vehicles await their
turn for restoration. According to
Neufeld, he’ll need to live to 120 to
get them all done.

So he’s busy passing his vintage
restoration passion on to the next
generations. His son has his own
workshop and projects on the go.
Neufeld’s two grandsons, at five
and three, are his latest protégés.

“My grandsons are just nuts
about cars, so we started on a 1926
Chrysler truck,” Neufeld says.

For now, Neufeld is enjoying the
fruits of his labour and expects to
keep the Essex as a showpiece, at
least if his family has anything to
say about it.

“I've never built a car for awards
or trophies,” he says. “I build them
as a hobby. It's an expensive hobby
unless you do everything yourself.
Just don’t count your hours.”

Krystal Hiebert
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Ritchot Council
Discusses Park and
Grocery Store Land

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

The RM of Ritchot’s April 8
council meeting agenda was
abusy one.

Based on a report pro-
vided to council by the
recreation committee,
progress is being made on
the D’Auteuil Park play-
ground upgrades. At this
stage, a new play structure
is on order with an expected
installation date of June.

“Our recreation services
team teamed up with 377
Kindergarten to Grade 6
students from IDC School
and Gab-Roy to letkids help
shape the future of D’Au-
teuil Park,” the report says.
“Students were given three
playground design options
and after lots of excited dis-
cussion, they voted for their
favourite. Classes really dug
into what makes a great play
space, talking about access-
ibility, fairness, and how all
kids play differently. Their
pride in having a real voice in
the community was amazing
to see.”

Also pertaining to ile-
des-Chénes, council voted
unanimously in favour of
selling a small triangle of
municipally owned land
for a potential grocery chain.
The parcel is located along
Old Highway 59 next to the
community daycare.

“We are looking to sell it
off to Highway 59 develop-
ers who own the rest of the
land,” CAO Shane Ray told
council. “Their plan is to
help the Clearview Co-op
establish a grocery store
there. It’s a huge need for the
community that I think we
all believe is very important.”

The parcel will be sold for
$42,400.

First steps for IDC’s new

fire hall are also about to get
underway. Council is work-
ing with TC Energy to secure
land for its construction.

“We are looking at Col-
liers to walk us through the
process of what would be the
best build method,” Ray said.

Hiring consultants early
would allow administration
to decide whether the project
method should be design-
build or design-bid-build.

Councillor Janine Bou-
langer shared her concerns
that the scale of the project
doesn’t appear to match the
scale of the planning.

“I can see it for a hospi-
tal or a school,” Boulanger
said. “Those are the kinds
of things where you've got
so many balls in play.

“I don’t want to make
mistakes,” Ray countered.
“We don’t know if we need
an architect or just a single
company who'’s going to
build it. So this process will
help us determine the next
step”

As to the scale of the pro-
ject, Ray reminded council
to consider future growth
in the region and the need
to build to a scale that will
accommodate growth.

“I think we need to look
at living quarters there,
potentially,” Ray said. “And
we need to think about
whether it’s going to turn
into a full-time fire house...
One of the things that the
fire department is saying is
[that] this needs to be built to
hold aladder truck, because
at some point in the future
we're going to go over three-
storey [builds].”

Councillor Joel Lemoine
suggested that an advantage
may be found in research-
ing other fire hall projects
around the province.

Council agreed to table
the project until further
investigation has been done.

Constable Joanie Duguay and Corporal Emmie Clements make a presentation at Niverville High School

RCMP Internet Child
Exploitation Unit Visits NHS

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

To promote education about
keeping young people safe,
the RCMP have been send-
ing officers from the Internet
Child Exploitation team to
high schools across Manitoba.

On April 8-9, Niverville
High School students satin on
a series of presentations from
Corporal Emmie Clements
and Constable Joanie Duguay
about what they see every day
as part of their jobs.

They emphasize that when
you share intimate pictures
online, even on apps that feel
secure, it's important to under-
stand that they are stored
somewhere in cyberspace—
and they're stored indefinitely.

According to Clements, that
includes apps like Snapchat,
whose whole premise is that
shared photos and videos
disappear.

Unfortunately, Clements
says, that’s not how it really
works. She knows this better
than most, because investiga-
tors like herself track intimate
photos and messages every

single day.

She says there’s a simple
rule of thumb to follow to
prevent the shame associated
with being exposed online.

“Don’t share any pictures
that you wouldn’t want your
parents to see,” said Clements.

A student in the audience
reinforced this message with
a personal story.

He shared a headshot
of himself on an app called
Doppelganger where viewers
can comment on whether you
look like someone famous.
Months later, he decided
to run a search for his own
images online and was
shocked to discover the same
candid photo of himself had
been posted on an obscure site
created for sexual purposes.

In cases like this, Clements
said, victims should report it to
cybertips.ca. Investigators can
ensure the photo is removed
and the site is flagged.

Kids also need to keep their
social media settings set to pri-
vate. Passwords should be dif-
ficult to hack and shared only
with parents. As well, location
trackers should be turned off.

“There’s websites, open to

The right mortgage
is right around the corner.

Visitez ACU.ca

the public and not spy soft-
ware, where I can [find out]
your map location, where your
privacy settings are, what you
shared, at what time, and [from
what] location,” Clements said.

The duo further empha-
size the importance of not
accepting friend requests from
unfamiliar accounts.

It's a well-known practice
of predators to send out friend
requests to teenagers using
fake profiles. Once accepted
by one person, the predator
has access to every person on
that person’s friend list.

These predators use
grooming techniques to
coerce intimate photos from
their victims. If the victim is
female, Clements says the
perpetrator will usually black-
mail them for more explicit
pics. These photos likely end
up on child pornographysites.

Male victims are equally
at risk. The victim is typically
blackmailed by someone pos-
ing as a young female in order
to gain something of monet-
ary value, like e-transfers, gift
cards, or gaming tokens.

To send an unsubtle mes-
sage to anyone requesting
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male genital photos, Clements
suggests sending an image of
a naked mole-rat, a rodent
that bears some likeness to
the human appendage. It’s
quickly becoming a symbol
of non-participation, she said.
If a youth has already
shared intimate information,
Clements and Duguay say
that it’s imperative to block the
perpetrator and send nothing
further. Then they should tell
a trusted adult or the RCMP.
“You're not alone,” Duguay
said. “If you're embarrassed,
we understand. But we've seen
it all. For us, it’'s our work and
we're here to keep you safe””
The perpetrator may not be
arandom stranger. Clements
says they encounter cases
where the offender lives in
the same home as the victim.
“If you guys find a camera
in your washroom at home,
that is not safe,” Clements said.
“Reportit. Call 911 and some-
one will show up very quickly.”
They also remind youth
that it’s illegal to possess
intimate pictures of an under-
age person, even if the photos
were unsolicited. Sending
messages which could be

Money doing more.
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construed as luring is also a
chargeable offence, regardless
of a person’s age.

“We don't like to charge
people who are under 18,
Duguay said. “We want you
to have a good life. But if we
have to, we will”

Sexual offences in Canada,
she says, are taken very ser-
iously and follow a person into
adulthood. Criminal records
can prevent a person from
pursuing jobs where they
might be in contact with chil-
dren. That includes the fields
oflaw enforcement, medicine,
and education.

RISING SEXTORTION RATES
In recent months, law enforce-
ment in Manitoba has been
raising the alarm on rapidly
rising reports of sextortion.

Equalling concerning is the
fact that the victims are often
children and youth.

The goal of the sextortion
perpetrator is to gain power
over their victim for the pur-
pose of a monetary payout.

The pattern often begins
with a social media friend
request from someone posing
as a young male peer. A rela-
tionship develops and trust is
built. Eventually, the perpe-
trator solicits nude images
from the victim which, when
provided, become a tool for
bribery.

Failing to pay or send fur-
ther images leads to threats
about releasing the images to
friends and family.

Sextortion can also occur
within a domestic relation-
ship where one person in the
romantic partnership puts the
other in an emotional hostage
situation.

“Like other police agen-
cies, Manitoba RCMP have
noted an increase this dec-
ade in the number of reports
of sextortion,” says RCMP
Corporal Melanie Roussel.
“This problem seems largely
due to networks or pockets
of bad actors, with offenders
more often than not located
in foreign countries, aiming to
extort and exploit individuals
for financial gain.”

According to the Winnipeg
Police Service, they received
223 reports of extortion last
year alone, the majority being

complaints of sextortion. The
number has been building
year after year since 2020
when only 19 cases were
reported.

Winnipeg-based Canadian
Centre for Child Protection
(CCCP) reports similar find-
ings based on information left
on cybertip.ca.

According to the CCCP, the
number of reported sextortion
victims across Canada has
gone from 458 in 2020 to a
whopping 2,827 in 2025.

Considering the level of
shame that arises from this
kind of exploitation, it’s safe
to assume that the number
of actual victims far exceeds
the reports. Other cases go
unreported because victims
are unaware of the resources
and supports available to
them.

For this reason, local law
enforcers are working harder
than ever to raise awareness
and encourage people to get
educated.

WHY SO MANY FALL VICTIM
According to a spokesperson
for the CCCP, much responsib-
ility for the sextortion epidem-
ic belongs to the prevalence
of the internet in kids’ lives
and the heavy use of Snap-
chat, Instagram, and Discord,
or gaming platforms such as
Roblox. These platforms have
few guardrails to keep kids safe
from predators.

But why do so many young
victims fall prey to requests for
intimate image sharing? That’s
another question altogether.

Meagan Walker, former
executive director of the Lon-
don Abused Women’s Cen-
tre, says that her decades of
experience helping exploited
women and girls provides
some answers.

“In a culture saturated with
pornography, women and girls
are pressured to conform to a
hypersexualized image to gain
attention or risk becoming
invisible,” Walker said at last
month’s Joy Smith Founda-
tion annual gala. “And being
invisible, to a young person or
a child, is the very worst thing
that can happen to them. The
pressure to fit into our society
means you have to do what-
ever you can to be popular”

This societal framework,
she says, sets the stage for
perpetrators of sexploitation.

“[Perpetrators| don’t need
anyone to do the work for
them,” Walker adds. “Society
does it for them.”

REPORTING AND
PREVENTION

First and foremost, the key to
getting help when you've been
victimized is recognizing that
you're not alone. Then it's im-
perative to report your situa-
tion to authorities so the crim-
inals can be stopped before
they have a chance to victim-
ize others.

For minors, the RCMP can
take statements and provide
support without parental
involvement.

“You are in control, as the
victim and police will only
do what you are comfortable
with,” reads a statement on
the RCMP website. “They can
getyou set up with emotional
supports, and they can help
you try and get your images
deleted from the internet.”

As well, victims can call
Crime Stoppers anonymously
and report incidents.

It's important to immedi-
ately block a suspected perpe-
trator by locking down your
social media accounts. Don't
accept any new friends. Be
sure to save any communi-
cations you've had with the
extortionist as well as images
you sent them.

There are signs to watch
for if you're unsure whether
someone should be avoided
online. Check the length of
their friend list and how long
they've had the profile. If it’s
new, the RCMP sayj it's a scam.

Do their photos lack a var-
iety of candid shots in different
settings? Run areverse Google
image search to see if theirs
are stock photos or have been
stolen from someone else’s
profile.

If they make excuses to
avoid a video chat, it could be
ared flag. You might ask them
to send a photo of themselves
holding up a paper with a
codeword of your choosing.

Of course, the safest bet is
to avoid sending nude images
of yourself to anyone. Unless
you're in a relationship with

g 'AI(-InE:Iusive Event Centre
{)\ Céremonies, Receptions, Fundraisers,

" _brao’s, Birthdays and more

'ﬂS‘m NPOIIT

e\}ents@heritagecentre.ca

204-388-2150

someone you're confident is
trustworthy, don’t allow them
to take nude photos of you.

As a parent, your best line
of defence is to have these con-
versations with your child on
an ongoing basis.

Also, parents need to make
sure to monitor their internet
use and ask questions about
their online friends.

It’s also important to be
aware that, under Canadian
law, even minors can face legal
consequences if they possess
intimate images of other min-
ors, regardless of consent.

The same is undoubt-
edly true of anyone owning
a device—like a parent, for
example—where intimate
images of a minor are being
received or sent.

FORMOREINFORMATION
B To learn more, visit: https://rcmp.
ca/en/bc/safety-tips/online-safety/
what-to-do-sextortion
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COMMUNITY NOTICE

ANNUAL VEGETATION

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Each year, CN is required to manage
vegetation on its right-of-way. Managing
this vegetation contributes to mitigating fire
risks and enhances the efficiency

of inspection of track infrastructure.

To ensure safe railway operations, the
annual vegetation management program
will be carried out on CN rail lines in the
province of Manitoba.

A certified applicator (Davey Tree Expert
Company of Canada, Ltd., 1-800-465-6367)
will apply herbicides on and around the
railway tracks (primarily along the 24-foot
graveled areo/ballast). Product requirements
for setbacks in the vicinity of dwellings,
aquatic environments and municipal water
supplies will be met. The names of the
products are Arsenal Powerline, Aspect,
Clearview, Credit Xtreme, Detail, Esplanade,
Garlon RTU, Garlon XRT, Gateway adjuvant,
Hasten NT adjuvant, Milestone NXT, Navius
Flex, On Target adjuvant, Overdrive, Telar
XP, Torpedo EZ, Vision Max. CN only uses
herbicides that have been approved for use
in Canada and in the province within which
they are applied.

One relationship.
One team. One less
visa thing to manage.

Niverville $¢

CREDIT UNION

- nivervillecu.mb.ca

CN

The program will take place from
April to October 2026.

Any person may, within 15 days from today,
send a written submission regarding the
control program or register their written
objection to the use of pesticide next to
their property to:

Manitoba Environment and Climate Change,
Environmental Approvals Branch. Box 35,

14 Fultz Boulevard, Winnipeg, MB R3Y OL6.
pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

All CN land is private property, accessible to
CN employees and approved contractors only.

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation for more
information or to make an inquiry,
contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at
contact@cn.ca or 1-888-888-59009.

This year's winners of the Niverville Chamer of Commerce Business Awards. Back w: Evan

s,
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Wachtendorf, Will Elliot, and Jenn Elliot. Front row: Ron Parent, Stephanie Comte, and Maxine

Carels. Not pictured: Dustin Krahn.

Niverville Businesses
Honoured with Annual
Chamber Awards

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On April 10, the Niverville
Chamber of Commerce host-
ed its biggest event of the year:
the annual general meeting
and awards night gala. The
event saw four very deserv-
ing businesses and individ-
uals honoured with awards.
Taking the prestigious
Business of the Year award
was the Niverville Heritage
Centre, with CEO Ron Parent
accepting on the organiza-
tion’s behalf. This award goes
to a local business that pro-
vides significant employment
opportunities, demonstrates
sustainability, and actively
supports the community.

Real Estate Appraisals | Property Management | Reserve Fund Studies | Real Property Consulting

1-855-371-5833 | www.redrivergroup.ca

Atelier Cycle was selected
for the 2026 New Business
award, which celebrates a
fledgeling business that’s
making a strong impact on
the community. Accepting the
award were owners Maxine
Carels and Stephanie Comte.

The Outstanding Cus-
tomer Service award goes
to a business that works at
building knowledgeable staff
who go above and beyond
for their customers. This
year’s winner was Sparkline
Autoworks. Owners Jenn and
Will Elliot, along with staffers
Evan Wachtendorf and Cody
Sawatzky, took the stage to
accept the award.

Finally, Dustin Krahn
of Excel Graphics was this
year’s deserving recipient of

the Alex Fast Sr. Award. The
award, named in honour of
one of Niverville’s founding
business owners, recognizes a
business leader who dedicates
time and money to support the
community while promoting
it to others.

Krahn is longtime president
ofboth the Niverville Fair com-
mittee and the Niverville Curl-
ing Club. He’s also a founding
member of the Niverville
Nighthawks and The Citizen.

The Chamber of Com-
merce awards gala was held
in the atrium of the Niverville
Heritage Centre. Dignitaries in
attendance included MP Ted
Falk, Minister of Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Lisa
Naylor, MLA Ron Schuler, and
Niverville mayor Myron Dyck.

— N
Y RED RIVER GROUP\
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Niverville Residents Seek
Reassurance on Group Home Proposal

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Local residents filled the gallery of
Niverville council’s ad hoc meet-
ing room at the Centennial Arena
on April 21. They came seeking
answers and to demonstrate cau-
tious support for a group home in-
itiative being proposed in front of
council that night.

The property in question is a
single-family dwelling located at
225 Third Street North.

Presenting on behalf of the
proposed group home was Jeff
Daly, CEO of Simaril, a nonprofit
dedicated to offering personalized
support services for individuals
with physical, intellectual, and
mental health disabilities.

It was at the province’s recom-
mendation, he said, that the idea
for an adult group home in Niver-
ville arose. Simaril’s funding model
relies fully on provincial support.

“We came and had a look
around and then purchased this
house with the purpose of con-
verting it to a home for people with
wheelchairs,” Daly told council.
“There would be three people
living there and we would have
24-hour staff [onsite].

Simaril will hire locally to pro-
vide yard and home maintenance
year-round. Three residents have
already been selected by the prov-
ince for the home. Two currently
live in the Niverville area with
parents who are no longer able to
provide adequate support. One
group home resident would be
moving from Winnipeg.

“One of the goals that we have
when we establish homes is to
make it a lifetime home for people,”
Daly said. “We generally don’t have
alot of people moving in and out”

Mostly, he says, the tenants will
be middle-aged or older.

A mother from a nearby Third
Street residence asked how loosely
and broadly the term “disability”
is used in the case of this group
home. She indicated that the street
had many children of all ages.

The people qualifying for a
Simaril small group home, Daly

Jeff Daly, CEO of Simaril, address Niverville's council on April 21.

said, can have varying levels of
physical and intellectual ability.
Some are able to go to jobs. Others
are completely incapacitated by
their condition.

Importantly, all are monitored
around the clock by a care worker
assigned specifically to them.

“Our only concern was whether
this would be a space for people
struggling with addiction issues,” a
second resident said. “And if they
are approved for this, would they
have flexibility in the future to shift
the scope of care they provide to
people with addiction issues?”

There’s a big difference between
general disability care and addic-
tion care, this resident said,
especially when it comes to how
each would affect the quality of a
residential neighbourhood filled
with young families.

To that, Daly replied that Simaril
does, in fact, provide housing ser-
vices for people struggling with
addiction issues. These are called
cluster homes.

However, cluster homes exist
only in larger centres where

treatment is close at hand. He
assured residents that this model
would never be undertaken in a
community the size of Niverville.

Further to that, cluster homes
are unlicensed facilities with six
or more bedrooms, whereas a
three-bedroom single family, as
is the house on Third Street North,
requires annual inspections and
licensing by the province.

Council, too, provided assur-
ances that, should Simaril attempt
to open another group home on a
different lot, a separate conditional
use permit would be required.

As well, Niverville has no zon-
ing bylaw that would allow for
an addiction centre to become a
reality at this stage. A bylaw would
need to be created if someone
were to apply for such.

“We came here under the prem-
ise that we felt Niverville was a
great place for people to be able
to be in their wheelchairs, out on
the street, enjoying the commun-
ity,” Daly said. “It’s a nice town, it’s
growing, and it felt like it had a
good vibe. We're a sophisticated

83 BRENDA SAWATZKY

organization that doesn’t just do
things on a whim. We have a board
and we do strategic planning.
We're audited twice a year. We
have all kinds of restrictions. It’s
not something that'’s freewheeling,
arbitrarily picking places to land”

“From a council perspective, we
really want everyone to feel that
they can belong here,” said Mayor
Myron Dyck. “So from a person’s
physical needs to their neurodiver-
gent needs, to their emotional and
mental needs, we're looking to pro-
vide additional services so that all
people believe this is a place where
they can belong”

Council voted unanimously
in favour of the group home on
the condition that staff parking be
maintained onsite and that their
provincial licensing remain in
good standing year after year.

CAO Eric King recommended
that council look at better defin-
ing group homes and treatment
centres in the future. As well, the
various zones that would feel like
a comfortable fit for each one,
should future requests arise.
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Province Announces Hi
Funding and Transfer of

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On April 17, Minister of Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Lisa Nay-
lor paid a personal visit to Niverville
to make a big provincial funding an-
nouncement.

The government has designated
$9.65 million towards the reconstruc-
tion of Highway 311. The balance of
the cost-share agreement, which
totals $17.65 million, will be funded
by the Town of Niverville, as well as
the developers who hold real estate
on either side of the highway in the
reconstruction zone.

With the design work nearly com-
plete, the project is soon ready to go
to tender. A start date on construction
is expected later this year.

Continuing in the vein of this
provincial and municipal partner-
ship, the province will turn over
full responsibility for this section of
Highway 311 within town limits to the
Town of Niverville at the completion
of the project.

Construction, in its entirety, will
include 3.5 kilometres of roadway
from 100 meters west of Wallace
Road all the way to Fifth Avenue on
the east end of town.

The section from Wallace Road
to Arena Road will undergo a major
reconstruction, including widening
to create four lanes as well as turning
lanes.

A roundabout will be installed
approximately halfway between
Wallace and Krahn Roads.

Plans also include significant
upgrades to drainage and side street
connection points with improved sig-
nalization, potentially in the form of
traffic lights at the corner of Krahn

A

pvan

Better Roads
for Niverville

Manitoba 9"

Minister of Infrastructure Lisa Naylor and Niverville mayor Myron Dyck.

and Highway 311.

The project will then continue
along the entire stretch of Main
Street from the railway tracks to
Fifth Avenue with a resurfacing of
the existing asphalt.

“The [project] will contribute to a
smoother surface for those travelling

to Jette Studios and other local busi-
nesses,’” Naylor told those gathered.
“As well, it will significantly improve
safety.”

Mayor Myron Dyck welcomed
Naylor to the community and offered
heartfelt gratitude for the funding
promise.
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“With the redesign of this highway
and the roundabout that will be at
our western border, this will be the
landmark that forever welcomes
the individuals that come into our
community,” said Dyck.

In terms of new business and
growth on the western end of the

N+A TRUCKING NOW A PROUD MEMBER OF:

TrucxkPro

www.nandatrucking.com

LOCALNEWS

way 311

ership

community, there’s still much to
come, Dyck added, some of which
he is as yet unable to share.

“There is a lot of interest in the
community and in the couple of years
it will take to build this [roadway]
we will see significant investment
in business and in housing,” said
Dyck. “A population thatis currently
8,000, in ten to 15 years’ time, it will
be closer to 15,000 to 20,000, and we
will be Manitoba’s newest city.’

Gordon Daman, economic
development advisor to Niverville,
indicated that today’s announcement
is the culmination of years of hard
work and advocacy on behalf of the
mayor, council, and administrative
staff.

“Infrastructure, at its best, is not
just about what we build,” Daman
said. “It's about what it allows us to
become. It allows communities to
grow, but more importantly to grow
well... The goal is not simply growth
for the sake of growth. The goal is
to build communities that are sus-
tainable, resilient and that continue
to serve the people who call them
home”

Once Niverville has been awarded
stewardship of Main Street, from Sixth
Avenue to Wallace Road, the town
will assume responsibility for road
maintenance, traffic authority, and
future improvements. The province
will continue to take responsibility for
the operation and maintenance of the
community’s traffic signals.

“This project reflects our shared
commitment to supporting growth,
safety, and long-term infrastructure
needs in Niverville,” Naylor con-
cluded. “We look forward to continu-
ing this strong partnership.”

204-388- 4509
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Ritchot'sCouncil Presents Budget 2026

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

The RM of Ritchot’s council pre-
sented its new budget on Wednesday,
April 15, with council voting unani-
mously to accept it.

The financial plan proposes
slightly increased spending while
maintaining last year’s property tax
mill rate.

CAO Shane Ray opened the
meeting with some stats. Based on
the most recent data, the RM’s popu-
lation comes in just shy of 10,000. The
municipality includes about 2,700
private dwellings on 322 square kilo-
metres of land.

“The preparation of the corpor-
ate budget is one of the most critical
initiatives undertaken by administra-
tion,” said Ritchot CFO Muhammed
Zaman. “It acts as a fiscal plan that
provides the resources required to
make progress toward achieving
community [direction] and council
priorities”

Preparing for any new budget
begins early in the year as the various
municipal departments are invited to
make their financial needs known.

CAO Shane Ray, Mayor Chris Ewen, Councillor Janine Boulanger, and Councillor Jason Bodnarchuk.

From there, the CAO and CFO outline
the budget details and present them
to council for feedback.

Then the municipality taxlevy can
be established.

In 2026, the tax assessment value
of properties in the RM comes to $950
million, up 2.8 percent from last year.

In order to determine the amount
of property taxes required, admin-
istrators must predict the revenue
that will be collected through other
sources, such as government grants,
permit fees, and rental income.

This year, council estimates this
potential revenue at almost $9 mil-
lion, making up 40 percent of their
required revenue.

Another 23 percent of this year’s
revenue will come from RM reserve

CHECK OUT OUR
WEBSITE OR DOWNLOAD
OUR APP FOR ALL
AVAILABLE CLASS TIMES!

WWW.ATELIERCYCLE.CA

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!

21 Main Street, Niverville

JX@JA%CYCLH

funds, some of which are acquired
from the RM’s share of the landfill.

The balance, which comes to 37
percent, must be made up through
local taxation. This amounts to $6.4
million, which is $200,000 more than
last year.

Since 2025 resulted in higher
property assessments overall, council
determined that last year’s mill rate
0f7.95 could be maintained in 2026.

Operating expenditures for 2026
are budgeted at $22 million, 14
percent higher than last year. This
includes the costs of running a
municipal government, equipment
to maintain infrastructure, protective
services, daycare operations, eco-
nomic development, and recreation
and cultural programming.

Red River

?’

COME VISIT US AT THE
NIVERVILLE FAIR
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Council anticipates some new
expenses this year as a result of the
municipal election.

As well, upgrades are needed in
public works transportation and
equipment, as well as arenas and
recreation facilities.

Capital projects planned for this
year will cost the RM almost $11 mil-
lion, much of which is anticipated to
come from government grants.

These projects include stucco
replacement and outdoor electrical
installation at the St. Adolphe day-
care, the construction of a fire hall
in Tle-des-Chénes along with new
equipment, a new landfill site, and a
variety of improvements to many of
the RM’s parks.

In terms of utilities, the water

103-101 2~ Ave S. |

MAIN ST. -

treatment plant will be upgraded
and a new well site study performed.

When all is said and done, the
2026 budget leaves a reserve fund of
just over $5 million.

At the end of the budget presenta-
tion, Mayor Chris Ewen provided
some closing remarks.

“We continue to see a hold on the
mill rate, which is always a positive
for the taxpayers,” Ewen said. “Still,
we're seeing overall improvements
and business development con-
tinue to happen. Recreation is one
of the strong contenders in the RM of
Ritchot as well as continued growth,
without having to push those taxes
further and further like we're seeing
other municipalities have to do.”

Ewen also spoke about council’s
justification for maintaining the
property tax mill rate even in years
of increased assessment values.

“I don’t think we should ever see
a lowering of the mill rate,” he said.
“That’s never a good thing. You don’t
see your groceries ever go down...
I think the same should apply for
the mill rate. We just take advantage
of the assessment value going up
and implement that for a positive
outcome.”

Red River Co-op Pharmacy - Niverville
(204) 388-6910

JUNE 12 & 13, 2026

NIVERVILLE, MB
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Siblings Intensify Pushfor Debbie's

Lawin ResponsetoSys

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On Wednesday, March 18, sib-
lings Colleen Dyck and Daniel
Fewster found themselves in
front of news cameras again,
drawing fresh attention to a
policy initiative they call Deb-
bie’s Law.

For this brother and sister,
it felt like a step backward.
Almost one year ago, Debbie’s
Law passed second reading in
the Legislature—no small feat,
since only four percent of new
bills make it that far. It received
a standing ovation.

Since then, though, the bill
has gained no traction.

Fewster and Dyck have
also made some startling new
discoveries about the reality
underlying Manitoba’s cardiac
care system.

“There’s two things going
on at the same time here,” Few-
ster says. “Debbie’s Law being
rejected by the government,
which is troublesome, and
then the system being worse
than we thought it was”

The siblings helped draft
Debbie’s Law with the help
of SecondStreet.org, a public
policy think tank. The bill was
created a few months after
Fewster and Dyck lost their
69-year-old mother to heart
failure while she awaited a
surgery date that never came.

With three blocked arter-
ies, Debbie Fewster died
eight weeks after being told
she should wait a maximum
of three weeks.

Debbie’s Law would com-
pel local health authorities
to ensure that patients are
informed when life-saving
treatment cannot be provided
within the medically recom-
mended timeframe. Doctors
would be required to advise
alternatives, such as out-of-
province treatment.

Over the past months, the
siblings have had more than
one in-person meeting with
Health Minister Uzoma Asag-
wara. They were also invited to
meet directly with the admin-
istrators of the cardiac unit at
St. Boniface Hospital, the team
whose job it was to provide
Debbie Fewster’s treatment.

Here, they learned some
shocking truths about human
error, antiquated policy, and
poorly functioning systems.

DEBBIE’S CASE AND
SYSTEMIC FAILURE

While excessive surgical wait
times are a reality in Manitoba,
it turns out that this wasn't the
cause of Debbie’s death.

In the end, the siblings
were told, it was human error.
A surgical booking form had
been improperly filled out and
misfiled, meaning that her file
wasn't flagged as urgent.

Although this is shocking,
the duo show grace in acknow-
ledging that hard-working,
well-meaning medical staff
can make mistakes that some-
times result in grave outcomes.

A lawsuit, Dyck says,
wouldn’t solve the issue.

It's not the people that are
the problem, she points out.
It'’s the policy and systems
under which they must work,
and only change at the govern-
mental level can fix that.

For starters, the siblings say
that the cardiac care system is
missing key safety nets.

“The [cardiac administra-
tors] were lamenting to us that
they had to operate the cardiac
unit on Excel spreadsheets,”
Dyck says. “We were aghast
at that. We said, ‘Surely there
must be a better way. You can’t
rely on an Excel spreadsheet
to track all these patients in
critical care. You could lose
someone through the cracks
so easily.”

Fewster and Dyck were also

Siblings Daniel Fewster and Colleen Dyck.

told that at least one policy of
the COVID-19 eraremained in
effect: a written directive sug-
gesting that unless a patient’s
heart condition is such that
they require immediate hos-
pital admission, a 180-day
wait period for treatment is
permissible.

Communication between
health authorities is also a
major concern. As a resident
of the Southern Health-Sante
Sud region, Debbie’s death
would have been documented
by them. The cardiac team at
St. Boniface, though, weren’t
made aware of Debbie’s
passing and she remained
on their list until Fewster and
Dyck went public with their
complaints.

EFFECT OF DEBBIE’S LAW
Following meetings with Min-
ister Asagwara, a number of
things have changed, includ-
ing a healthcare directive that
is said to have gone out regard-
ing patient care.

For the siblings, though,
a directive isn’t enough.
Unless Debbie’s Law passes
into law, it won’t have its
intended long-term effect and
could be rejected by future
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governments.

More recently, Bill 27 was
introduced in the Legislature,
outlining amendments to
patient care protocols, some
of which Fewster and Dyck
say echo conversations they've
had with authorities.

One positive clause in Bill
27 relates to the responsib-
ility of the system to provide
patient advocates, bridging
the chasm that exists between
surgeon and client. Before,
patients like their mother had
no direct way to get their ques-
tions answered or see where
they stood on the wait list.

This model has been used
by Cancer Care Manitoba for
ages, Dyck says. She’s unclear
why it hasn’t been adopted by
all urgent care departments.

Despite its value, the sib-
lings say that Bill 27 falls short.

First and foremost, there’s
a need for candid conversa-
tions to take place between
surgeons and patients about
the true level of risk. This
should be followed by a list
of options to empower the
patient, including information
about other treatment centres
that might be able to provide
quicker response times.

Dyck and Fewster say
that the practice of sending
patients out-of-province for
treatment used to be routine.

“The [government is] very
resistant to anyone leaving
Manitoba to get care,” Dyck
says. “We’re wondering if
they're actually more con-
cerned about protecting the
system and protecting prof-
its than actually protecting
people”

Another deficiency in Bill
27isits lack of interest in track-
ing statistics and monitoring
outcomes. For instance, the
bill doesn’t require the health-
care system to monitor how
many patients die before treat-
ment can be provided, a key
indicator that could prompt
improvements.

Bill 27 also has a clause
that precludes any need for
administrative accountability.

“A failure to comply with
this Act does not give rise
to a cause of action or other
claim or to a proceeding in
any court or before any body
or person having the power
to make decisions under an
enactment,” states the text of
the bill.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Dyck and Fewster are espe-
cially appreciative of Kath-
leen Cook, the Progressive
Conservative healthcare crit-
ic, who has taken up the torch
for their cause. They say it’s
thanks to her outspoken en-
dorsement in the Legislature
that Debbie’s Law got as far
as it did.

Once it was voted through
second reading, Debbie’s
Law went to committee for a
chance at further review.

According to Fewster, com-
mittee members have 100 days
to speak to the bill and recom-
mend amendments. If it isn’t
debated and passed during
that time, the bill dies and the

tem Gaps

process must begin again.

As of this March, Cook
has renewed her push in the
Legislature for Debbie’s Law
to be considered. The siblings
are now calling on the public’s
help to keep this issue from
dying a second death.

“If the province is going to
have a monopoly on health-
care, then the standards for
that healthcare have to be so
high,” Fewster says. “If they're
going to force us to use their
system, then they can’t have
a broken system. That’s a vio-
lation of the social contract”

According to MLA Ron
Schuler, the very best way for
the public to force change is to
inundate the government with
emails, letters, and phone calls.

“They track [these public
communications] in the pre-
mier’s office,” says Schuler.
“At some point in time they
say, ‘It's getting to be painful.
We want to do it. Let’s put it
through third reading and pass
it People getting engaged and
lobbying their government
officials has a huge impact”

Dyck and Fewster are con-
vinced that there are plenty
of people out there who have
been directly hurt by short-
comings in Manitoba’s med-
ical system. Already hundreds
have reached out to tell their
stories and ask for advice.

“Canadians are among the
most heavily taxed citizens
in the developed world, and
healthcare is central to that
social contract,” Dyck has writ-
ten on social media. “When
patients die in waiting rooms,
and cardiac units are reduced
to tracking care on spread-
sheets, that is not a medical
failure, it is a government
one. It is time to put people
first and solve problems with
urgency and competence,
not allow them to be buried
in slow, bloated bureaucracy.
Government must do better”
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Manitoba Budget to Reduce Grocery
Costsand Offer Other Direct Savings

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Manitoba’s Finance Minister, Ad-
rien Sala, introduced the upcoming
year’s budget on March 24. The fi-
nancial plan is said to focus on cre-
ating good jobs, lowering the cost of
living, and finding new ways to im-
prove the healthcare system.

One key strategy, with the poten-
tial to affect every Manitoban, is a
promise to eliminate the provincial
sales tax on all food items. This
measure will come into effect on
July 1.

NO PST ON LUXURY FOOD ITEMS
This new tax break is aimed at food
items once categorized by the prov-
incial government as luxury items.
These include candy, pop, chips,
baked goods, and all preprepared
foods, such as rotisserie chickens,
preassembled salads, prepared sand-
wiches, and deli meals.

Basic or essential groceries, by
contract, such as meat, produce,
eggs, and milk, have already been
exempt from PST for quite some
time.

Non-food items, such as toilet
paper and toothpaste, will continue
to have PST applied.

This move is expected to cost the
province approximately $32 million
annually.

At the same time, the govern-
ment is promising to continue
digging deeper into the cause of
grocery inflation.

“We're going after the big gro-
cery chains with everything we've
got,” Sala said. “We’re cracking
down on the property controls that
grocery companies use to freeze

out competition so they can charge
you more.”

HEALTHCARE INITIATIVES
This year is expected to bring more
healthcare improvements.

In the last two years, Sala says that
his government has been responsible
for hiring 4,054 new healthcare staff,
adding 384 fully staffed hospital beds,
opening 145 new beds in personal
care homes, and increasing doctor
numbers by 317.

The majority of those doctors
are practicing in rural and northern
Manitoba.

This move, Sala says, has taken

204-388-4657

Constructloll Ofﬁclally Underway
on Community Resource Centre

Manitoba from the worst spot to
the best spot in the country when it
comes to the ability of Manitobans
to access a family doctor.

Currently, two new emergency
rooms are being built, at the Vic-
toria and Eriksdale Hospitals.

At the same time, the province
is expanding and building personal
care homes, with a new one coming
to south Winnipeg.

“The [Conservatives] built none
in seven years,” Sala says. “We'll
build one for every year we're in
government and we’ll keep that
commitment going.”

Also new in this year’s budget is

8 DEPOSITPHOTOS

the promise to improve St. Boniface
Hospital’s cardiac unit to the tune
of $22 million.

The funding will establish a cen-
tralized care unit, add 18 beds, and
have a cardiologist ready to assess
patients complaining of chest pain
without delay.

Improvements are also coming
to women'’s health. South Winnipeg
will soon be home to a new meno-
pause clinic with funding directed
toward women'’s heart health and
ovarian cancer research.

“We will always defend a
woman’s right to choose and pro-
tect safe access to abortion,” Sala

adds. “This is the Manitoba I'm
proud to raise my daughters in.”

CHILDCARE, AFFORDABILITY
CREDITS, AND FREE PUBLIC
TRANSIT

“When it comes to families with the
lowest incomes, we're doing what
no government has ever done be-
fore,” said Sala. “We’re making child-
care free for parents who need the
most help”

At the same time, he adds, the
NDP plan to open 21 new childcare
locations across the province this
year.

City-based youth and children
will also benefit from the elimina-
tion of public transit costs.

Some homeowners and renters
are about to see increases to their
affordability tax credits. Municipal-
ities will see funding increases, too,
in the hopes of assisting commun-
ities to develop local public safety
measures.

Finally, for the third year in a
row, farmers and producers will
benefit from a freeze on crown land
leases.

According to Sala, Manitoba will
have the lowest deficit-to-GDP ratio
anywhere in Canada, even with new
spending planned for 2026.

It'’s also a time, he says, when
Manitoba’s economic future is
looking bright.

“Canada is looking to the port
of Churchill as an answer to the
questions we face in this new world
order. It's an answer that’s been here
all along, a trade route known to the
[Indigenous peoples] for centuries.
We are, after all, a maritime prov-
ince with the port of Churchill as
our gateway to the arctic and the
rest of the world”

New stories
published daily!
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Residentsof Ste. Agathe Vehemently
Oppose Housing Proposal

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On April 22, Ritchot’s council cham-
bers were filled with a large con-
tingent of impassioned Ste. Agathe
residents. All of them stood in op-
position, either complete or in part,
to the 16 duplex-style homes being
proposed for a small tract of land to
the west of Samoiset Avenue.

The municipally owned 1.29-acre
plot was offered by the RM to any
developer who could provide the best
affordable housing solution for this
vacant land.

In March, council accepted the
proposal of Schinkel Properties,
assuming a suitable development
agreement could be reached. This
development agreement will also
define whether the land will be
donated to the developer in the end.

In so doing, council tentatively
turned down an offer by NuVision
Design for the construction of nine
senior-friendly housing units with
garages.

The sentiments shared by many of
the Samoiset homeowners at Wed-
nesday’s meeting was that there sim-
ply isn’t room for 16 homes of 1,400
square feet each to be constructed
here, unless they're built two or three
stories high.

If that’s the case, they said, it
could actually inhibit seniors from
living there because of the need for
staircases.

While the developer proposes
driveways that can accommodate
two or possibly three vehicles per
unit, these residents say that parking
will invariably leak out onto the street.

“We're not against there being
more residential opportunities for

our community,” one resident told
council. “But we shouldn't just slap
something together because it’s a
good financial opportunity.”

“Seniors’ housing would be more
appealing,” her partner added.
“Especially because, with that [other]
proposal, there were less units. That
would open up the space, allow for
less traffic. Adding 16 units with two
cars per unit, that’s 32 cars to add”

He added, as well, that if council
wants to make good use of the land,
perhaps it would be better served in
ways that would benefit the entire
community.

“Ithink there’s other places in the
community where residences can be
built and this plot ofland can be used
for something else, such as a dog run
or a park. There’s a school nearby,
but during the school year my kids
can'’t play there because they don't
go to school there. So we're having to
walk quite far to go to a park to play.”

Installing a community garden
was another suggestion raised.

——— MUNICIPALITE

o RUICHOT

Ritchot's council hears from a delegation of residents concerned about a housing proposal in Ste. Agathe.

One Ste. Agathe resident said she'd
inquired with the RM about this
option for the land in 2023 and never
received a reply.

“Other people I know said that
would make an amazing opportun-
ity,” she said. “It's not going to make
you any money, but it would create
community and that’s what Ste.
Agathe is all about”

Still another resident suggested
that council consider that the land
might need to be utilized by the
province when they eventually make
improvements to the very dangerous
intersection of Highways 75 and 305.

“We're taking away a chance to
improve that corner because this par-
cel is right south of that intersection,”
he said.

Another point for consideration
raised with council was the lack of
access to the property for construc-
tion vehicles. Invariably, they said, it
would come down Samoiset, a nar-
row street with children at play. Even
further, the condition of the street is
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such that heavy traffic would break
it down further.

Mayor Chris Ewen pointed out
that the agenda of this Wednesday
public meeting was simply to vote
on whether the lot can be used for
a multifamily development, not to
determine the type of development
going in there.

He recommended that, should the
project move forward, Ritchot’s newly
appointed Community Safety Officer
patrol the area during construction
to ensure that worker vehicles don’t
block or restrict Samoiset residents.

“We've heard a lot of this before,’
Councillor Janine Boulanger told
council. “Not in my backyard. That’s
a quote that we hear all the time. But
I have to kind of agree that it does
apply here. It does seem like an odd
piece [of land] to be developing this
on”

She wondered, too, whether
reconsideration should be given for
public greenspace if a local commit-
tee were to get behind it.

On the flip side, she added, there is
a desperate need for housing across
the nation, which is why council
started to consider this option in the
first place.

“Canada’s in a crisis,” Boulanger
said. “Nobody can afford a house.
Nobody can afford anything. This is
one of those opportunities that we
felt could help alleviate that. But is
this the right location?”

Councillor Shane Pelletier recom-
mended to council that the decision
be tabled until they had an opportun-
ity to review their recreation master
plan.

“I don’t think that the developer
would be opposed to getting pushed
back,” said Pelletier. “But, as we all
know, building costs go up pretty
much every quarter these days, so
that could be a sticking point.”

Councillor Jason Bodnarchuk
agreed and recommended taking
it one step further by asking the
developer to provide an open house
for Ste. Agathe residents in the mean-
time, for the purpose of answering
questions and alleviating concerns.

The follow-up meeting is set for
July 15 at 7:00 p.m. While the pub-
lic hearing portion of this meeting
officially closed, CAO Shane Ray
indicated that there would be fur-
ther opportunities for public input
ifa development agreement were to
be reached.

“It’s really heartening to see this
many people here engaged and
interested in the community and
wanting to speak on behalf of it,” Ray
told those gathered. “I take this as a
very positive thing, so I thank you.
We're having conversations with the
developer right now, so some of the
things that you brought up are things
we will most likely bring forward.”
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The Nighthawks celebrate their first-ever Turnbull Cup after sweeping the
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Virden Oil Capitals in four games.

THE CITIZEN | MAY 2026

al\’
H ¢ (
> I
S

&

—

8 YOUR PICTURES_HERE

The Niverville Nighthawks

Claim Their First Turnball Cup

By Bill Burfoot

In just their fourth year as a franchise,
the Niverville Nighthawks have made
history, topping the Manitoba Jun-
ior Hockey League to take home the
Turnbull Cup.

Next stop: an upcoming trip to
nationals in Prince Edward Island,
where they will compete against the
best of the best for a chance to win
the Centennial Cup.

But first, let’s look back at their
historic playoff run.

GAME 2

WINKLER FLYERS, AWAY

The Nighthawks’ playoff began on
March 21 with an emphatic 8-2 dis-
patching of the Winkler Flyers in their
first round opener.

After that fast and furious start,
the second game had a much slower
pace, with numerous icing calls in
the opening minutes.

Winkler had the first quality
chance five minutes into the first
period, but Austin Dubinsky made
a key save. The loose puck sat in
the blue paint for a moment before

Marlen Edwards tied up his man
and cleared the puck with a diving
effort to keep things scoreless.

Moments later, Loik Leduc
found Dawson Zeller at the top of
the crease, and the 20-year-old slid
the puck under the outstretched
right pad of Liam Ernst to give the
Nighthawks a 1-0 lead.

Niverville had several opportun-
ities to extend the lead in the first,
including three power plays and a
dangerous two-man rush for Evan
Panzer and Leduc, but they were
unable to capitalize.

Zeller struck again with the
game-winner midway through
the second period, this time while
shorthanded.

After forcing a turnover at the
Niverville blue line, he broke in
alone and slipped a backhand past
Ernst to make it 2-0.

Winkler responded late in
the period thanks to defence-
man Graeme Pickering. Fresh
off celebrating his seventeenth
birthday, the St. Adolphe product
held the puck in at the blue line,
made a beautiful move around a

Nighthawks defender, and snapped
a shot just under the crossbar to cut
the lead to 2-1.

Despite extended offensive
zone pressure from the Flyers, the
Nighthawks remained composed
defensively, limiting high-quality
chances and protecting their lead.

Winkler pulled their goaltender
late and created a final scramble in
front with just seconds remaining,
but Dubinsky tracked the puck
through traffic and smothered it to
preserve the lead.

Merik Boles won the ensuing
faceoff, sealing the 2-1 victory.

GAME 3

WINKLER FLYERS, HOME

Despite a rocky start that saw the
Nighthawks surrender the opening
goal just 54 seconds into the contest,
the home team responded with re-
silience, scoring three unanswered
goals before holding off a late push
from Winkler.

With Winkler’s second-leading
scorer, Tanner George, out of the
lineup after receiving a four-game
suspension for spearing at the end

of Game 2, the Flyers were forced to
find some offence elsewhere—and
with smoke still lingering in the
air from the pregame ceremony,
the Flyers struck. Joshua Ingram
fired a shot from the left point that
redirected off a stick past Dubinsky
to ignite the visitors.

Winkler carried that early
momentum and continued to build
pressure, creating some great looks,
but Dubinsky turned aside multiple
quality chances to keep the deficit
at one.

The Nighthawks had a pair of
power play opportunities in the
first period, but Ernst came up with
some big saves of his own to keep
Niverville off the board.

The Nighthawks flipped the
script in the second period.

Just over a minute in, Hayden
Wheddon collected his first goal
of the playoffs while on the power
play. Adam Vigfusson sent a pass
out front to Wheddon, who found
space between three Flyers defend-
ers in the slot. He snapped a shot
between the legs of Ernst to tie
things up.

Just 1:38 later, a defensive mis-
cue by the Flyers proved costly.
Two Winkler players collided in
their own zone, allowing Edwards
to pounce on the loose puck and
feed Kole Mears, who buried the
go-ahead goal to make it 2-1.

Winkler had several chances to
respond with three consecutive
power plays, but they couldn’t solve
Dubinsky.

The third period was defined
by penalties, with the Nighthawks
finding themselves on four power
plays in the first 14 minutes.

They eventually found an insur-
ance goal at even strength late in
the game courtesy of John Scott.
Edwards led a rush and fired a shot
that caromed perfectly to Scott at
the side of the net. He tucked it
in for his fourth goal of the series,
extending the lead to 3-1.

The Flyers made things inter-
esting in the final minutes when
Niklas Gudmundson capitalized on
a power play, sending a wrist shot
past Dubinsky to cut the deficit to
one.

“If you give Niklas Gudmundson
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that kind of time in the slot, he’s
going to finish,” said head coach
Dwight Hirst after the game. “He’s
an elite player.”

However, the Nighthawks held
firm down the stretch to secure the
win.

“It was a game that felt like the
urgency for either team didn’t really
ramp up until the final seven or so
minutes of the third period,” said
Hirst. “Defence wins champion-
ships, no matter what sport you're
playing. If you can’t defend, you
aren’t going to win... We're up. But
for Friday’s game, it’s not over till
it's over. For us, we have to have a
good first period, start in the driver’s
seat, and do the things we do well”

GAME 4

WINKLER FLYERS, AWAY

Five minutes into the first period,
Vigfusson set up Parker Carrier at
the left point, and his shot beat Ernst
through traffic, with Boles providing
the screen. The goal gave the Night-
hawks an early 1-0 lead.

Midway through the period,
Winkler’s penalty troubles proved
costly once again.

While on a five-on-three advan-
tage, Aaron Krestanowich fired a
point shot that deflected off a
defender and into the net, doubling
the lead to 2-0.

The Flyers had a late power play
opportunity to respond but couldn’t
solve Dubinsky.

And before the period would run
out, the Nighthawks found them-
selves on another power play.

Niverville carried that late
first-period power play into the
second and wasted no time cap-
italizing. Just 42 seconds into the
middle frame, Vigfusson finished a
perfect cross-ice feed from Boles at
the side of the crease to make it 3-0.

The Nighthawks continued
to generate chances, including a

shorthanded breakaway by Zeller
that resulted in a penalty shot after
he was hooked.

Moments after Ernst made that
key stop, Dubinsky answered at the
other end with a beautiful glove
save off Charles Bernier to keep
the Flyers off the board.

Then Vigfusson struck again.
Wheddon attempted a cross-ice
pass at the Flyers blue line, but the
puck bounced off multiple Winkler
defenders and landed on Vigfus-
son’s stick. He beat Ernst with a
backhand to extend the lead to 4-0.

The Flyers pushed hard in the
third period, outshooting Niver-
ville 17-4, but Dubinsky remained
unbeatable, shutting the door to
secure the series sweep.

Just like that, the Nighthawks
were headed to the semifinals for
the first time.

THE SEMIFINALS

They weren’t alone. Waywayseecap-
Ppo, too, was eager to make their debut
appearance in second-round playoff
action. Neither team looked even re-
motely out of place.

Although Waywayseecappo
swept the Dauphin Kings in four
games, the series was closer than it
appeared, featuring both an over-
time and double-overtime win.
The Wolverines relied on strong
goaltending, timely scoring, and
veteran leadership.

The matchup between the Night-
hawks and Wolverines would fea-
ture two of the hottest netminders
in the MJHL, with Dubinsky and
the Jase Wareham ranked first and
second respectively in save percent-
age through the opening round.

Wareham stopped 135 of 142
shots against Dauphin, proving he
could handle a heavy workload.
Dauphin outshot the Wolverines
in three of the four games.

On the other side, Dubinsky

MAYTAG
UL

MAY 7 - 27, 2026

wiens

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

132 MAIN STREET
NIVERVILLE, MANITOBA

had continued the dominant form
that had already earned him the
MJHLSs Ed Belfour Top Goaltender
Award. He allowed just five goals in
the four-game sweep over Winkler,
capped off by a 38-save shutout in
Game 4.

So far, both teams had leaned on
balanced scoring. For Niverville,
contributions during the open-
ing round came from all over the
lineup, reflecting the same depth
they'd shown all season. Their abil-
ity to roll lines and generate offence
had made them a tough team to
defend against.

The Wolverines employed a
similar approach, with 15 players
recording at least one point against
Dauphin. Veterans Sebastian Hicks
and Ben Roulette led the way with
five points each, while Dylan Duzan
contributed four points.

Defensively, Niverville’s Kresta-
nowich sat near the top of MJHL
defencemen in scoring with six
points through four games. Way-
wayseecappo’s Kurt Rookes, who
led all MJHL defencemen in the
regular season with 57 points, had
so far continued his strong play in
the opening round.

In summary, this second-round
matchup was bound to showcase
two teams playing confident,
structured hockey, each backed
by strong goaltending and depth
through the lineup.

But something had to give.

GAME 1
WAYWAYSEECAPPO WOLVERINES, HOME
With a week off between games,
both teams came in well-rested af-
ter sweeping their opening-round
opponents. The pace was relentless
from the opening puck drop and each
side generated quality chances in the
first minute.

Wolverines forward Hicks broke
in on a breakaway just 20 seconds

into the game, but Dubinsky made
a beautiful right pad save to keep
the contest scoreless.

Moments later, Wareham
answered with a sharp shoulder
stop on a redirected shot, setting
the tone for what would become a
goaltending duel.

After what Nighthawks head
coach Dwight Hirst described as “a
feeling out period,” Niverville struck
first early in the second. A perfectly
executed three-on-one rush involv-
ing Boles, Vigfusson, and Wheddon
ended with Wheddon burying a
pass from Boles blocker-side on
Wareham to give the home side a
1-0 lead.

Almost immediately after, Way-
wayseecappo had opportunities to
respond with back-to-back power
plays. But the penalty kill was out-
standing and Dubinsky remained
steady between the pipes.

The Wolverines finally broke
through two minutes into the final
frame. Noah Oughton capitalized
after gathering a loose puck along
the wall and fired a quick shot that
caught Dubinsky off-guard, beating
him over the shoulder to tie the
game 1-1.

The deadlock didn’t last.

Just before the midpoint of
the third, Niverville’s power play
delivered the decisive blow. After
a strong drive to the net by Leduc
forced a rebound, Vigfusson
pounced on the loose puck at the
top of the crease and buried it for
his fourth goal of the playoffs.

Dubinsky turned aside 24 shots
in the win, while Wareham was out-
standing in defeat with 34 saves.
Niverville’s special teams proved
to be a difference-maker, finishing
one for five on the power play and
a perfect three for three on the
penalty kill.

“I thought our penalty kill
was fantastic tonight,” Hirst said.

“Especially in playoffs, it’s how well
do you play defensively? And how
good are your special teams? Your
best special teams has to be your
penalty kill, and I thought for us it
was tonight”

The Nighthawks bench boss also
highlighted his team’s comfort in
close games.

“During the regular season we
had a lot of one-goal games, and
so we are very comfortable in those
types of games.”

GAME 2

WAYWAYSEECAPPO WOLVERINES, AWAY

In this lone blemish on the Night-
hawks’ playoff run, the Wolverines
evened up the series with a 3-1 win
on the road.

Much the same as with Game 1,
it was obvious early on that neither
goaltender was going to give up
much.

The Nighthawks had an oppor-
tunity to get the game’s opening
marker just past the midway point
of the opening period when they
had an extended five-on-three
advantage. They created chances,
but Wareham was phenomenal and
stopped everything thrown his way.

The Wolverines took their first
lead of the series early in the second
period when Duzan dropped
the puck to Jake Nelson at the
point. Nelson moved into the right
circle before returning the pass to
Duzan, who brought the puck to his
backhand and lifted the shot over
Dubinsky.

The Nighthawks pressed after
that goal and were finally able to
solve Wareham midway through
the middle frame. Thomas Phillips’s
shot from the point found its way to
the stick of Mears in the slot. Mears
turned and buried his second of
the playoffs.

(continued on page 22)
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(continued from page 21)

The Wolverines regained the
lead just under five minutes into
the third when Hebert picked up
the puck along the boards, moved
into the left circle, and snuck a shot
past Dubinsky to make it 2-1.

The Nighthawks had a late
chance to even the game with a
power play but they were unable
to generate any offensive zone time.

With the Nighthawks net empty,
Sebastian Hicks iced it for the Wol-
verines with his fifth goal of the
playoffs to make it 3-1.

It was the first loss for the Night-
hawks since February 16, a span of
16 games.

GAME 3

WAYWAYSEECAPPO WOLVERINES, HOME
Waywayseecappo came out strong in
the opening frame, carrying momen-
tum from their Game 2 victory. And
just five minutes in, Collyer opened
the scoring, cutting down the left side
before wiring a shot past Dubinsky.

The Wolverines doubled their
lead late in the period when a
rebound off a Hicks shot landed at
the top of the crease, where Roulette
buried it.

The Nighthawks responded
quickly, thanks to Vigfusson.
Moments after the second Wol-
verines goal, he chased down his
own rebound behind the net and
banked the puck off Wareham and
in, cutting the deficit to 2-1.

The second period tightened up,
with both teams trading physical
play and limiting chances. But the
Nighthawks found a way to tie the
game late in the period, and once
again it was Vigfusson who deliv-
ered when it mattered.

After Boles picked off a pass just
inside the Wolverines zone, he slid
a pass to Vigfusson, who found him-
self alone in front. He lifted the puck
past Wareham to even the game.

The third period turned into a
back-and-forth battle until Calyb
Moore, playing his first game of the
playoffs, threaded a perfect pass
across to a streaking Panzer in the
slot. Panzer made it count, lifting
home the eventual winner over the
blocker of Wareham.

Waywayseecappo pressed late
with the extra attacker but couldn’t
solve Dubinsky, and Zeller sealed
the win with an empty-netter.

After the game, Nighthawks
head coach Dwight Hirst praised
his team’s composure.

“Obviously down 2-0 in the first
period is not the start we wanted,”
Hirst said. “But it’s nice to see the
team didn’t stray from the process
that has to happen in a game, and
I didn’t think we had much panic
and stuck with the little things... I
think we’ve shown all season that
we are comfortable in close games,
and we're okay if we are down a bit.
We just stay with it.”

GAME 4

WAYWAYSEECAPPO WOLVERINES, AWAY
The Nighthawks kept rollingin Game
4, shutting out the Wolverines 3-0 in
Game 4. The opening period set the
tone with a heavy, physical style of
play. Both teams delivered big hits,
with scoring chances being kept to
a minimum.

The best opportunity came in the
dying seconds of the period when
Hicks found himself open in the left
circle with a wide open net. But his
shot sailed too high.

The Nighthawks struck first mid-
way through the second period on
their first power play of the night
after the Wolverines were called for
too many men.

Boles took a pass from Edwards
just below the left circle and drove
the puck to the net before beating
Wareham from in tight to make it
1-0 with his first of the playoffs.

The Wolverines pushed late in
the frame, but Dubinsky continued
to shut the door.

Waywayseecappo came out with
urgency in the final period, control-
ling the early play.

Midway through, a broken play
turned into a turning point. After
killing off a penalty, the Wolverines
nearly sprung a rush the other
way. Cale Livingston jumped out
of the box behind the Nighthawks
defence. Oughton tried to send him
in but fanned on the pass, and the
Nighthawks quickly went the other
way on a two-on-one.

Vigfusson carried the puck
into the Wolverines zone and
attempted a pass across the crease
that deflected and landed in front
of the net, where Edwards buried
his first of the playoffs to extend
the lead to 2-0.

The Wolverines had a chance to
cut the lead to one with a late power
play and pulled their goalie with
just over three minutes remaining,
but they couldn’t get past Dubin-
sky—and instead Vigfusson iced
the game, firing the puck into the
empty net to make it 3-0.

GAME 5

WAYWAYSEECAPPO WOLVERINES, HOME
The dam finally broke, with Niver-
ville routing the Waywayseecappo
7-0 in Game 5 to close out the ser-
ies. Six different goal scorers found
the back of the net.

Just 26 seconds into the first per-
iod, Moore electrified the sold-out
crowd at the CRRC. After collecting
the puck in his own zone, he burst
down the left side and snapped a
shot top corner over the glove of
Wareham to give Niverville an early
lead.

With the crowd still buzzing,
Edwards doubled the lead with
his second of the playoffs, and his
second in as many games, to make
the score 2-0 before the game was
two minutes old.

Despite the early deficit, the

Wolverines pushed back. They
came inches from cutting the lead
when a loose puck trickled toward
the goal line behind Dubinsky,
but the Nighthawks netminder
recovered in time to keep it out.

Niverville continued to capitalize
on its momentum. With 37 seconds
remaining in the opening frame,
Boles blasted home a power-play
one-timer to extend the lead to 3-0.

The second period brought more
of the same. Moore struck again just
15 seconds in, finishing off a setup
from Krestanowich to make it 4-0.

Midway through the period,
Zeller added another on the power
play, chasing Wareham from the
game after a stellar playoff run.

Mariko Bercier took over
between the pipes for the Wolver-
ines, but the Nighthawks weren't
done yet. Mears buried a cross-
crease pass from Phillips late in the
second to make it 6-0.

Vigfusson rounded out the scor-
ingin the third period with his ninth
goal of the playoffs, tying for the
postseason lead and putting the
final touch on the series.

“Hats off to Jase Wareham,” said
Hirst. “He had a heck of a series and
kept his team in it

He also acknowledged the effort
of the Wolverines and their coach-
ing staff.

“Landyn Cochrane and his staff
have done a great job this season.
His team battled a lot of injuries
throughout the season, and when
they all got healthy, they were a
hard team to play against... they've
shown they can compete with any-
one in the league”

THE FINALS

Elsewhere in the league, the Virden
Oil Capitals upset the Steinbach Pis-
tons in six games to punch their own
ticket to the finals.

This set the stage for an MJHL
championship showdown between
two teams chasing their first-ever
Turnbull Cup.

The Oil Capitals entered with
confidence, having frequently
dictated the pace throughout the
postseason. Their ability to gen-
erate offence, with seven players
recording ten or more points,
while tightening defensively when
needed, had made them a danger-
ous opponent.

For Niverville, Dubinsky had
continued to be the team’s back-
bone, allowing just ten goals over
nine games while recording three
shutouts. He headed into the finals
on a 165-minute streak without
allowing a single goal, backed by a
1.11 goals-against average and an
impressive .957 save percentage.

On the other side, Virden’s
Braxton Burdeny, who finished
the regular season with an impres-
sive 23-11-0 record, was 11-2 in
his last 13 starts, bringing a 2.71
goals-against average and a .903

Captain Adam Vigfusson and MJHL commissioner Kevin Saurette.
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The Nighthawks and Oil Capitals shake hands after Game 4.

save percentage into the series.

Offensively, Virden and Niver-
ville were both among the most
productive in the league. The
Nighthawks topped the league in
goals with 280 while the Oil Capitals
finished third with 257.

Virden’s Bryce Bryant led the
way with nine goals and 19 points,
recording at least one point in every
playoff game to date. Liam Goertzen
had also been a key contributor,
scoring six goals, five of them com-
ing in his last five games.

From the blue line, Virden
received strong secondary scor-
ing from Nathan Schaefer, Austin
Osiowy, and Ty Plaisier.

Niverville, meanwhile, had relied
on disciplined defence, commit-
ment to their structure, and timely
offence—the same recipe that had
won them 51 regular season games.

Virden held a slight edge on
the power play, operating at 24.44
percent (11 for 45), compared to
Niverville’s 20.93 percent (9 for 43).
However, the Nighthawks’ penalty
kill had been elite at 91.3 percent
(21 for 23) while Virden sat at 76
percent (19 for 25).

With elite goaltending, balanced
scoring, and strong defence on both
sides, this series promised to deliver
high-intensity playoff hockey.

8 YOUR PICTURES _HERE
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GAME 1

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, HOME

Niverville wasted little time getting
on the board. Just over a minute into
the opening period, the Nighthawks
were awarded their first power play
of the night, and it didn’t take them
long to capitalize. Panzer sent a cross-
ice pass to Phillips in the left circle,
and the defenceman wired a quick
shot through Burdeny’s legs for his
first of the postseason, igniting the
home crowd.

Virden responded with pressure,
controlling stretches of play and
forcing turnovers, but they couldn’t
solve Dubinsky, an ongoing theme
over the course of the playoffs.

The Nighthawks doubled their
lead early in the second when Vig-
fusson’s in-tight attempt slipped
through Burdeny and sat loose in
the crease, where Leduc pounced
for his first playoff goal.

Osiowy cut the deficit midway
through the frame, picking up a
loose puck at the blue line and firing
ashot under the bar to make it 2-1.

However, just six seconds later,
a penalty to Osiowy sent Niverville
back to the power play, and they
made it count. Zeller blasted home
a one-timer from the right circle to
restore the two-goal cushion.

Leduc had the lone marker in the
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Goaltender Austin Dubinsky raises the Turnball Cup.

final frame, pouncing on a rebound
at the side of the net for his second
of the night.

“There was a week off, so there
was a bit of rust for us,” said Hirst.
“But when you get into the cham-
pionship final, it'’s about how your
special teams perform. I thought
both our power play and penalty
kill were on tonight, and I think that
was the difference.”

GAME 2

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, AWAY

Just like in Game 1, Niverville
wasted no time getting on the
board. Moore opened the scoring
early in the first period, capitalizing
on aloose puckin the slot and snap-
ping it past Burdeny for his third of
the playoffs. It was the third consecu-
tive game in which the Nighthawks
scored in the first three minutes.

Despite being outshot 14-8 in
the opening frame, the Nighthawks
carried a 1-0 lead into the inter-
mission thanks to Dubinsky, who
turned aside every chance Virden
generated.

Boles made an immediate
impact in his return to the lineup
after missing Game 1 due to illness.
He struck less than two minutes
into the second period, finishing off
a strong forechecking sequence to
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double Niverville’s lead. Vigfusson
chased the puck down in the corner
and forced a turnover behind the
net. Wheddon gathered the loose
puck, then found Boles, who in turn
found the back of the net.

Late in the second, Zeller con-
tinued his scoring surge, netting
his third goal in as many games,
and his sixth of the playoffs, firing
a puck from the left circle through
the legs of Burdeny to make it 3-0.

Virden finally broke through in
the third period when Goertzen cap-
italized on a fortunate bounce that
redirected off a skate past Dubinsky
to give the Oil Capitals some hope.

However, it proved too late and
time quickly expired.

GAME 3

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, HOME

The Nighthawks moved to the brink
of history on this Tuesday night show-
down at the CRRC. The game deliv-
ered offence from start to finish, with
the teams combining for six goals
in the opening 20 minutes and nine
overall.

Niverville got the sold-out crowd
roaring early when Vigfusson
opened the scoring on a break-
away, outwaiting Burdeny to give
the Nighthawks a 1-0 lead. The play
was set up by Wheddon, who took

a hit at the Oil Capitals’ blue line to
send Vigfusson in alone. The goal
was Vigfusson’s tenth, tops in the
MJHL playoffs.

Less than two minutes later,
Panzer doubled the lead with a
sharp-angle shot that bounced
off Burdeny’s stick and somehow
redirected into the net, making it
2-0 before the game was seven
minutes old.

The hockey gods quickly
returned the favour to the Oil
Capitals, who answered thanks to
a fortunate bounce of their own. A
dump-in by Jett Deschamps hit a
stanchion on the glass and kicked
directly to Tyson Ulmer in the slot,
who cut the lead to 2-1.

The Nighthawks restored their
two-goal cushion on a five-on-three
power play, with Vigfusson setting
up Boles on a cross-crease pass for
a one-timer to make it 3-1.

But the Oil Capitals refused to
go away. Goertzen struck short-
handed, chipping the puck past a
Nighthawks defender at the Virden
blue line, moved in alone, and
slipped the puck between the legs of
goaltender Dubinsky to make it 3-2.

Before the period ran out, Virden
tied things up when Osiowy’s shot
bounced off the post, then off the
leg of Dubinsky and into the net.

Niverville thought they had
regained the lead early in the
second when Scott scored, but a
hooking penalty to Edwards neg-
ated the goal and kept the game
deadlocked.

What could have been a turning
point for Virden on the power play
instead became a turning point
for the Nighthawks, who struck
shorthanded. Boles collected a
loose puck at the Virden blue line,
slipped past a defender, and tucked
the puck past Burdeny to put the
Nighthawks ahead 4-3, alead they
held for the rest of the game.

Scott extended the lead midway
through the third period, snapping
a shot home from the left circle to
make it 5-3. The home crowd could
sense the win.

With time winding down, Virden
pulled their goalie, and Mears
sealed the win with an empty-netter.

Despite allowing three goals
for the first time this postseason,
Dubinsky was a difference-maker
again, turning aside a playoff-high
39 shots. Virden pressed hard, aided
by eight power play opportunities.
The penalty kill was perfect, how-
ever. The Nighthawks killed off all
eight opportunities. In fact, they
had now killed off 29 consecutive
chances.

“There’s no magic formula on
the penalty kill,” Hirst said. “It’s just
our job to make them make deci-
sions they don’t want to make and
be tenacious... We knew coming
in that tonight would be Virden'’s
best game of the year, and they put
up 42 shots. I'd say the difference

in this series has been goaltending
and Dubinsky has been outstanding
all series.”

Hirst added that the team’s
approach would be status quo in
Game 4 with a championship on
the line.

“We'll just keep doing what we've
been doing. It doesn’t matter if we
get outshot. We just stay with what
we do well, staying calm in the
moment, and doing what we do
best. It puts us in a position to win
most nights.”

GAME 4

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, AWAY

The Nighthawks put an emphatic ex-
clamation mark on a historic sea-
son during this Thursday night road
trip, capturing their first Turnbull Cup
championship with a commanding
6-2 victory.

The win completed a dominant
series sweep and capped a remark-
able playoff run in which the Night-
hawks lost just once in 13 games.

Virden struck first early, as
Dyson Drake beat Dubinsky block-
er-side from the left circle just over
two minutes in.

Only moments later, Vigfusson
was awarded a penalty shot after
being hooked on a breakaway, but
Virden netminder Micky Gross
came up with a key save.

Niverville pushed back hard.
Wheddon rang a shot off the post
and Moore was denied on a break-
away late in the period.

But the Nighthawks’ persistence
finally paid off in the dying minutes
of the first, when Edwards buried a
power play goal from the slot to tie
the game.

The Nighthawks carried that
momentum into the second period.
Less than two minutes in, Panzer
redirected a pass from Leduc to give
Niverville its lead.

Edwards struck again midway
through the frame, finishing a quick
setup from Vigfusson at the top of
the crease to make it 3-1.

Then Niverville took control.

When Mears jumped out of the
penalty box, he managed to break
in alone and bury his own rebound
to extend the lead to 4-1.

Virden responded late in the
period to give them some life.
Tyson Draper made a slick move
and snapped a shot over Dubin-
sky’s blocker to cut the deficit to
two heading into the third.

Despite a strong push from the
Oil Capitals in the final period,
Dubinsky and the Nighthawks held
firm, as they've done so many times
this year.

Wheddon sealed the victory with
a power play goal with under nine
minutes remaining, and Panzer
added an empty-netter in the final
minute to send the strong contin-
gent of Niverville fans who made
the three-hour drive to Virden into
celebration mode.

For Dubinsky, who was named
the MJHL's Most Valuable Player
later in the evening, the moment
proved overwhelming.

“This is just a surreal feeling right
now,” Dubinsky said. “We knew we
had a special team very early, but
to see where it's come to now is just
incredible”

He credited both his team-
mates and the organization for the
journey.

“We had a lot of guys come
back who could’ve chosen to play
somewhere else, but they stayed
and played a huge part in why we
won the league. The team in front
of me was just amazing all season
long and made it easy for me.”

Assistant coach Tyler Anderson,
the longest-serving member of the
coaching staff, also found himself
reflecting on the franchise’s growth.

“HonestlyI can’t put this moment
into words,” said Anderson. “I just
think of where we started to where
we are now—and we continue to
push the envelope. These guys don’t
quit. When times got tough in the
first couple years, they stuck with it
believing we would be here—and
here we are.

Boles echoed the emotion in
post-game celebrations. “It’s unreal.
There’s no better feeling. We knew
we were special from day one. It was
just a feeling we had in the group.”

Vigfusson emphasized the team'’s
bond as the foundation of their
success.

“I haven't felt a feeling like this
in a long time,” said Vigfusson.
“We were really close. Everybody
had everyone’s back. From the
moment I stepped in that room, it
was obvious we could do something
special”’

Hirst summed it up with one
word: “Finally.”

“We knew from the beginning
of the season that we had some-
thing special, and to see it come
to fruition is very special,” Hirst
said. “Good teams have rules, but
championship teams set standards
and commit to them, and this team
committed.”

THE CENTENNIAL CUP
While the celebration is well-earned,
the Nighthawks aren’t done yet.

With their first championship in
franchise history secured, they now
turn their attention to the national
stage.

Niverville will represent the
MJHL at the Centennial Cup in
Summerside, Prince Edward Island
from May 7-17, with their sights
set on adding another title to an
already unforgettable season.

Hirst believes that his team is
ready for the national stage.

“We are going to be a really good
representative of the MJHL at the
Centennial Cup, and I believe we
have a very good shot at capturing
another championship!”
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The Niverville Chamber of Commerce extends a sincere
thank you to everyone who attended and supported our
Annual General Meeting and Business Awards. We are
especially grateful to our sponsors and congratulate
all nominees and winners for their outstanding
contributions to our business community.

As we head into a busy season, here’s what’s coming up:

Pizza Wars (May 1-8)
1 Support local restaurants as they compete for Best Overall
and Most Creative. Taste, vote, and get involved.

Your Healthy
[ ]
Our weekly market returns this summer, bringing together LlfeSt Ie

local vendors, food, and community connection. sta rts Here
[ ]

Summer Market (Thursdays, June-September)
6

XA Golf Tournament

21 Join us at Old Drovers Run for a day of networking, team building, Schedule your

and community engagement. Sponsorships and spots are limited. consultation tOdClY!
Offering customized
The Chamber remains committed to supporting local wellness plans to help
business through advocacy, connection, and growth. you take chdrge of
For details on events, sponsorships, or membership, your health.

visit niverville.com or contact the Chamber.

Ph: (204) 881-5555

To join or for any inquiries, contact us at 204-388-6140 or email chamber@niverville.com. . . ’ .
Be part of our growing community, and let’s work together towards a prosperous future! nive rV||IEfam||yCh|ro.C0m
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Providence Draws Crowds
and Accoladesfrom Women's
Volleyhall Nationals

‘4\“

By Brenda Sawatzky

54 bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

The Providence Pilots may not
have come out on top at this
year’s CCAA Women'’s Volley-
ball Nationals, held at the Niv-
erville CRRC from March 11—
14. They did, however, score
big as hosts of the high-cali-
bre event.

Niverville’s Terry Martin
was a volunteer on the plan-
ning committee. His team
worked hard to ensure every
detail was looked after, from
professional advertising to
securing nearby lodging and
creating a VIP room with a
steady flow of food and
drinks throughout the four
days.

“The coach from the
winning team came up to us
and said, ‘This is the best-run
tournament we've ever been
to,” Martin says. “And this
was their fourth time winning
the nationals, so they've been
to many tournaments.”

In a similar vein, the coach
of the silver medal team
suggested that the event
set a new gold standard for
tournaments.

The CCAA officials
also couldn’t say enough
about the hospitality they
experienced.

It’s high praise for a small-
town Manitoba team and its
supporters. Many of the com-
mittee’s volunteers had their
first go at planning a tour-
nament of this magnitude
last year when Providence
hosted the men’s volleyball
nationals, also at the CRRC.

A constant flow of
fans filled the stands and
mezzanine section to cheer
the teams to their best
performances.

“A highlight for me was
that the elementary school
brought a busload of kids and
the middle school brought a
busload of kids and the high
school brought some classes,
so it was a full gymnasium,’
Martin says. “One of the
teachers really got them into
it and they were chanting,

-~

The Providence Pilots in competition at the CCAA Woﬁven’s
Nationals, held in Niverville at the CRRC.

‘Go Pilots Go!” And it was
really, really cool!”

When female volleyball
players reach this calibre
of play, Martin says that the
competitions are incredibly
exciting to watch.

“Women’s rallies go on for
along time,” Martin says. “In
men’s volleyball, it's more
about power, so you get a lot
of kills, making the rallies
short and fast. But in the
women’s, they were digging
up balls that you thought
were gone. So they kept the
play alive. Just watching it
was really gratifying.”

In total, eight college
teams rolled into town for the
competition, coming from
regions as far away as Nova
Scotia and British Columbia.

Manitoba had two teams
represented, including the
Pilots and the Assiniboine
Cougars from Brandon.

Opening night began on
March 10 with a banquet in
Winnipeg. Keynote speaker
was former Olympian
Michelle Sawatzky-Koop.

Advertise With Us!

8 PROVIDENCE

By the end of the week,
the gold medal went to the
Lakeview Rustlers from
Lloydminster, Alberta. This
marked the fourth year in a
row that the team took first
place.

The Pilots squared off
against the Rustlers at the
very beginning of the tour-
nament, setting them off to
a tough start.

“The Pilots started off
strong but fell to the Rustlers
in three straight sets,” says
Martin. “They played their
closest match on Thursday
before a full house of fans.
The atmosphere was electric
as the Pilots won the first
two sets in nail-biting fash-
ion. However, the opposing
Mount Allison Mounties
found their groove and won
the next three sets to win the
match.”

The Pilots completed their
run by facing off with their
archrivals, the Assiniboine
Cougars.

Unfortunately, they ended
in the bottom spot.
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you're more than a patient —
you're part of our dental
family. We look forward to
welcoming you and caring
for your smile for years to
come

OUR SERVICES:

Family Dentistry Exam and Cleaning

Emergency Dentistry Dental Implants

FREE EXAM
FREE XRAY

Dental Fillings Cosmetic Dentistry

Teeth Whitening Root Canals

Wisdom Teeth Removal Dental Crowns & Bridges
Complete and partials

Clear Aligners
Dentures

Schedule Your Appointment Today

& www.gracedentalcentre.ca {431) 451-0455

~

info@gracedentalcentre.ca

8B - 40 Drovers Run, Niverville, MB ROA 0A1




6 PR TS & R A ION e THRCITIZEN AT 220
Niverville High School Panthers

© INBRIEF

St. AdolphePlayground
Fundraising Efforts
Still Going Strong

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

The Ecole St. Adolphe
School playground fund-
raising committee is still
hard at work, keeping a
sharp focus on installing a
modern new outdoor play
zone at the school for chil-
dren to enjoy.

The old play structure
was removed last summer
after it was deemed unsafe
for continued use. Since
then, the fundraising com-
mittee, composed mostly
of parents, has answered
the call.

All that stands between
them and their end goal is
$250,000, around $52,000
of which is already in the
coffers.

Their latest 50/50
fundraiser is hoped to be
successful. Success would
mean netting somewhere
in the tens of thousands for
both the committee and
the winner of the draw.

Currently at just under
$2,500, the draw will run
through the month of June,
with the winning ticket
pulled at the school on
June 30. Tickets are avail-
able for purchase online.

Michelle Prairie is presi-
dent of the school’s parent
advisory council and a
member of the fundraising
team.

Along with local dona-
tions, Prairie says that the
committee is hopeful that
some government funding
will be accessible to them
as well.

“A lot of the available
grants are just opening
up now, so we've been
applying for all of them,”
Prairie says. “But to raise
over $52,000 since last
September shows just
how supportive our school

family is.”

To open their fundrais-
ing initiative, a social was
held last fall, resulting in
proceeds of just under
$14,000.

Another $3,000 has
been raised through Krispy
Kreme donut sales.

A variety of small and
larger donations have also
trickled in from individuals
and businesses.

“If everything aligns and
we get some of the grants
we've applied for, we've
decided that, if we reach
a good amount, we can
[get started],” Prairie says.
“Maybe over the summer
we can start prepping [the
grounds].”

Some of that ground
prep includes the removal
of the existing pea gravel.
To support their end goal
of creating a fully access-
ible play zone, the gravel
will be replaced by a
mobility-friendly surface.

If there are landscapers,
she says, or others who are
willing to contribute gifts
of service, the committee
is more than willing to add
their names to the donor
board planned for the site.

While the $250,000 goal
is admittedly lofty, Prai-
rie says that some of the
committee’s staying power
comes from the incredible
support they've received
from the community so far.

“If nothing else, this
experience has taught
our fundraising committee
how great our community
really is”

BUY50/50 TICKETS

To buy tickets or learn more abo-
ut the fundraiser, visit: https://
www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ecole-
st-adolphe-school
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It was a game that students of
Niverville High School won't
soon forget, with their beloved
Panthers hockey team taking
on the RCMP Muskrats. The
friendly challenge, held at the
CRRC on March 26, ended in
an 8-5 win for the Muskrats.

The game concluded a
full day of activities between
NHS students and their local
RCMP members.

“During the season, the
Panthers’ focus and attention
had been put towards the
regular season, playoffs, and
provincials,” says Panthers
coach Brandon Lockerby.
“But since the season has
been over, there was more of
a buzz and excitement from
the players leading up to this
game.

It wasn't just players who
were pumped up. On game
day afternoon, NHS peers,
family, and friends filled the
bleachers to near-capacity to
cheer on the home team.

RCMP Corporal Melanie
Roussel was in the stands
in full red serge, proud to
support this collaborative
connection between fellow
RCMP members and the
community.

As for the team’s name,
the Muskrats, she says it’s
relatively new, as are the
powder blue jerseys worn by
the RCMP players that day.

The Muskrats team was
comprised of officers from
Niverville, St. Pierre-Jolys,
and other detachments in
the region.

At least one player was
himself a former Niverville
student.

“The goal is to show the
kids that we are [regular]
people,” Roussel says. “They
can approach us and talk to
us. We're not just the bad
guys arresting people. It’s
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Challenge RCM

The Niverville Panthers took on the RCMP Muskrats on March 26 at the CRRC.

about developing a rela-
tionship with the school and
students.

Hockey wasn’t the only
avenue for making con-
nections. Beginning in the
morning, RCMP members
attended the school, along
with police dog companions,
for a presentation to the stu-
dent body.

Students were put through
their paces throughout the
morning by RCMP members
running boot-camp-style
training exercises.

“The Phys Ed teachers
were joking that they need
the RCMP to come do Phys
Ed more often because the
kids were fully engaged,” says
NHS principal Paul Gross-
kopf. “It blew the kids’ minds
just how fit these guys are.
They were showing them
skills that the kids couldn’t
do at all”

Grosskopfviews this kind
of one-on-one interaction
between local law authorities
and students as a win-win.
For the past year, members of
the Niverville RCMP detach-
ment have been attending
the high school on a monthly
basis, walking the halls and
getting to know students on
a first-name basis.

Lockerby is quick to
endorse the relationship.

“Developing this part-
nership with the local law
enforcement has been very

beneficial to our school and
our students,” he says. “Law
enforcement plays a vital role
in fostering safe, stable, and
well-functioning commun-
ities... Their presence not
only deters unlawful behav-
iour but also builds public
confidence and a sense of
security. We, as a school,
are hopeful this partnership
continues for many years to
come.”

Just one day earlier, local
officers were invited to Ms.
Happychuk’s Grade 12 law
class to provide students with
a deep dive into the realities
of modern policing.

There, students were
guided through real-world
scenarios and encouraged
to think on their feet.

“The class didn’t hold
back,” reads a statement on
a social media page for the
St. Pierre-Jolys and Niverville
RCMP. “They challenged
the officers with insightful
questions regarding policing
policy, legal frameworks,
and the ‘why’ behind every
action. This annual visit
has become a fantastic way
to bridge the gap between
local law enforcement and
the next generation of legal
professionals.”

As for the Muskrats,
there’s a good chance they'll
be back next year at this time
for another faceoff with the
Panthers.
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Grosskopf is proud of his
school team, now in their
second year. Fellow students,
he says, have been filling the
stands for Panthers home
games to show off school
spirit.

“The fact that we can
literally walk next door and
play in an arena that’s tied to
our school, not many schools
[have that advantage],” Gros-
skopf says.

Panthers hockey is made
up of students from Grades
10, 11, and 12.

The team is also one of the
few Winnipeg High School
Hockey League squads
boasting a female goalie.

They finished the regu-
lar season this year with a
21-2-1record. After a series
of winning streaks, they lost
the last two regular season
games to Lorette.

Still, they clinched first
overall and got the home ice
advantage in the playoffs.

The team played in the
MHSAAA/AA Hockey Provin-
cials in Carberry where they
finished first in their pool.

“The Panthers defeated
Glenboro/Carberry/Baldur
4-3 in a shootout in the semi-
finals, then lost in the final to
Carman 6-5," says Lockerby.
“Three days after provincials,
we took on West Kildonan in
the league semifinals and lost
the series 2-0 in the best of
three series.”
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s Early-Age

Baskethall to Local Families

By Holly Dunphy

Anew children’s basketball program
is coming to Niverville, geared toward
kids as young as ten months and up
to eight years, a much earlier age than
is typical in the sport.

Founded in Winnipeg by Chad
Celaire and his wife Kim, Little
BALLERS has now expanded across
the prairies. Its introductory event
was held in Niverville on March 21
ahead of its official launch in early
May.

Hosted at the Niverville High
School gymnasium, the free aware-
ness day introduced local families
to a program focused on building
confidence and skill through play.
The event was filled to capacity with
families who came to experience the
program firsthand.

Basketball nets with Little
BALLERS logos were set up across
half of the gym, ranging in height
from as low as three feet up to six
feet six inches, alongside brightly
coloured balls, cones, hula hoops,
and activity stations that invite par-
ticipation and remove intimidation.

While organized basketball pro-
grams typically begin later, often
around middle school with higher
nets that can feel daunting, Little
BALLERS introduces children to
the sport through scaled equipment
and developmentally appropriate
activities.

Celaire led the event and guided
a group of local high school student
coaches through the program’s struc-
ture as the community experienced
it for the first time.

Sessions began with a custom
Little BALLERS theme song, incor-
porating movement and actions like

CHURCH OF THE ROCK'
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Chad Celaire leads a Little BALLERS introductory session at Niverville High School.

high-fives.

The classes flowed quickly, with
music marking new activities and
creating a sense of familiarity.

Engagement was built through

positive affirmation, simple
skill-building, and small, achievable
goals.

“A lot of the activities we've cre-
ated have songs that go along with
what the kids are doing,” says Celaire.
“There is real power in combining
instruction with music. We go over
the top in encouraging kids. We clap,
use verbal affirmation, and show
them how to do things, not just tell
them. We believe in the power of
positive affirmation and really focus
on building kids’ self-esteem.”

Classes wrap up with what he calls
a “sticker shot,” where children take
a turn shooting on a lowered hoop
before receiving a sticker.

Celaire has been involved in
basketball as both an athlete and
coach for more than three decades,
including playing for the University
of Regina and Rochester College in
Michigan. He later spent 15 years as
ayouth minister.

The idea for the program was
sparked after Celaire became a
stay-at-home dad with his first child
and noticed that he needed to find
ways to meaningfully engage with
his infant son.

“My son was the impetus for start-
ing Little BALLERS,” he says. “I didn’t
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know how young kids could start, and
Iwanted to create something that met
them where they're at”

He envisioned a program that
introduced children to basketball
in an engaging way, one that sets
attainable goals, develops skills, and
builds confidence.

“The Baby Ballers class is an
opportunity for parents to learn
ways to interact with their children,’
he says. “It’s very family-oriented. It
brings people together”

That approach is reflected in how
local parents responded to both the
program and its environment.

“It was even better than I was
expecting,” says Salina Breton,
a teacher and junior high and

junior varsity basketball coach who
attended with her family. “There
were lots of stations to keep kids
interested, and it wasn’t the same
thing the whole time. I also noticed
it was run by local students, which I
thought was really cool.”

Breton added that her children
have tried a variety of activities,
including dance, gymnastics, and
soccer, but they were drawn to the
program based on what they had
seen online.

“It seemed like an opportunity to
try something different,” she says.
“And it felt like they were actually
learning something.”

Another attendee, Jeni-lee Nacci,
said that she had long been consid-
ering enrolling her child in a Winni-
peg program and was excited to see
it arrive locally.

“I was really impressed with
the coordination, the colours, and
the activities,” says Nacci. “It felt
structured, and the coaches were
extremely good with the kids. I think
it will be helpful developmentally for
my son.”

Since launching in 2022, Little
BALLERS has expanded across Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta,
with more than 5,000 children par-
ticipating in the program.

The student coaches will launch
the first eight-week semester Little
BALLERS session in Niverville on
May 2 at the Community Fellow-
ship Church, one of the few spaces
in town that is able to accommodate
the program.

For children looking to further
develop their skills, the program also
offers a Little BALLERS League, with
60-minute in-depth classes, offered
during the winter.
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