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Ritchot Moves Forward
with Main Street Initiatives

B After aseries of public consultations, new street design features
are on the wayto St. Adolphe, Ste. Agathe, and Ile-des-Chénes.

Details on Page 6
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ComeOutonTop

B The Niverville Clippers top-
ped the 44-team Novice divi-
sion, beating Steinbachina
best-of-three final series.

Details on Page 33

97 flood, 20 years later.

. -

s s &

Bring the Birthday
Malg‘g;c Home

Happily Ever After Parties is
in the business of making chil-
dren's dreams come true.
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Just 20 min. south of Winnipeg in Niverville
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Niverville Unveils 2017 Budget

Inthe2017budget, taxes and expenditures areontherise.
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The Niverville Citizen is published monthly
and distributed through Canada Post
to all those with a postal box in Nivervil-
le, as well as those who receive flyers in
the communities of lle-des-Chénes, New
Bothwell, Ste Agathe, Otterburne, and
Tourond. Additional copies are manually
distributed to businesses in the afore-
mentioned communities, as well as the
towns of Landmark and St Adolphe. The
paper is printed in Canada by Derksen
Printers Ltd. Republishing of this paper in
whole or in part without prior approval is
strictly prohibited.

The advertising deadline is 5:00 p.m. on
the 15th of each month. The paper will be
distributed the last week of every month.

Our commitment to the reader is to
provide a professional and reliable means
of communication that both residents and
businesses will value. This newspaper
is 100 percent supported by those who
choose to advertise within it. Readers who
support the businesses who advertise in
this publication are also supporting the
development and circulation of future
issues of this newspaper. Together, we can
help build stronger communities.
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By Evan Braun

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

The Town of Niverville has re-
leased its 2017 budget, reveal-
ing it to the public at an open
house held on Tuesday, March
7 atthe Heritage Centre.

Ofgreatest concern to most
residents is always the change
to the tax rate. This year, Niv-
erville’s taxes will climb two
percent. For the average
home, which for the budget’s
purpose has an assessed value
of $291,000, this means an
increase of $33.18 annually.

The education mill rate,
which is set by the Hanover
School Division and which the
town has no control over, will
go up 2.41 percent. In 2016,
education taxes accounted
for 43 percent of the total
residential property bill, and
67 percent for commercial
properties.

TOWN EXPENDITURES

Funds earmarked for govern-
ment services have risen 2.2
percentto $828,518, which will
pay for improvements to the
town office’s accessibility, the
previously announced grant
forbusinesses to purchase sec-
urity cameras, and enhance-
ments to the town’s account-
ing system to create an online
portal so residents can check
their outstandingbalances and
make direct payments online.

Protective services are
going up 12 percent this year,
reaching $458,466. This will
cover funding for a half-time
RCMP police secretary. Other
measures include hiring an
emergency coordinator and
implementing tabletop emer-
gency exercises.

The budget allocation
will remain about the same
this year for environmental
health services. Major pro-
jects include the introduction
of automated recycling servi-
ces in May, a service upgrade
eagerly anticipated by many
residents since it was first
announced three months ago.
The contracthasbeenawarded
to Bristal Hauling at a cost of
$242 per tonne.

Niverville’s public
health and welfare services
budget is increasing from
$21,000 to $39,250 this year,
which will cover continued
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improvements to the Heritage
and Hespeler cemeteries. An
initiative is also underway to
create web-based access to
cemeteryrecords.

Environmental develop-
ment services will increase by
26 percent. Part of these funds
will be spent to redevelop and
pave the walking path which
runs east from Station Road
in front of Old Drover’s Run.
Also, the town’s development
plan and zoning bylaw will
be reviewed, and a part-time
arborist is to be hired to aid
in tree-planting and tree
maintenance.

In the area of economic
development, the town
has approved a 23 percent
decrease in spending. Initia-
tives include hosting two open
house meetingsin 2017, one of
which hasalready taken place.
Funds have also been ear-
marked for enhancements to
thetown’smarketing materials.
Finally, council will be seeking
updated photography of the
community.

The town’s recreation
budget will see a nominal
increase of one percent. Niver-
villewill once again host exten-
sive summer camp program-
ming. Further expenditures
will go towards the operation
of the splash pad (which will
operate from June 1 until Sep-
tember 5), and landscaping for
its grounds. New showers will
be installed in the Niverville
Arena dressing rooms, and
fencing improvements will
be made to the dog park. The
Niverville Curling Club will

400,000

I 2016 Budget

receive new lighting and a
more accessible entrance.

Sewer utility expenditures
will increase by 20 percent
in 2017, funding several pro-
jects related to the lagoon. A
new pumping system will be
installed to improve the move-
ment of sewage between cells,
boat access will be added to
ease the application of chem-
icals to manage phosphatelev-
els, and the service road will be
upgraded to allow all-weather
access. In addition, managing
the phosphorous levels in
waste water, per provincial
regulations, is expected to cost
$85,000. A sewer rate study will
also be conducted.

Niverville’s largest expendi-
ture is its water utility, pegged
at $3,836,416 this year. Funds
will be directed toward the
continuing process oflocating
anew well field. If the current
proposal is approved in late
2017, a new pipeline will be
constructed over the winter,
with an estimated completion
date of spring 2018.

Another expenseisthe new
water main being built along
Crown Valley Road to provide
the Highlands subdivision
with fire hydrant protection
services. In addition, the town
will complete severalupgrades
to the Spruce Drive water treat-
ment plant.

Other community initia-
tivesincludebaseball diamond
upgrades, the installation of
bike racks on Main Street, tour-
ist signage, parking lot lights
for the arena, and a renewal
projectat Opa’s Park.

1,000,000 1,200,000

Il 2017 Budget

TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES

This year will see a signifi-
cant increase in expenditures
for the area of transportation
services, a rise of 16 percent
to $1,139,191. Two new staff
members are being added,
one full-time position and one
additional summer student
position.

Of significant interest to
residents of the Fifth Avenue
Estates subdivision, the town
will soon begin the process of
rebuilding Sixth Avenue. The
heavily travelled gravel road,
whichhaslongbeen anissue of
concern, willbereconstructed
inthree phases. The first phase,
to be completed this year, will
see the road dug out from
Highway 311 halfway to Crown
Valley and topped with proper
granular, geotextile, limestone,
and a base layer. The second
phase, scheduled for 2018,
will see the reconstruction of
the second half. A future third
phase, should the next council
approve it, will involve paving

the street. The contract has
been awarded to Southwood
Ventures of Grunthal at a cost
of $253,064.

New sidewalks will be
installed this summer along
the south side of Main Street,
running for one and a half
blocks from the east end of the
Co-op propertytothe corner of
Second Avenue South. This is
a continuation of the sidewalk
project begun in 2015 and put
on hold last year due to the
installation of the new water
main. Armada Construction
won the $78,000 contract,
which came in under budget.
Council will discuss at a later
date how to use the balance of
money that was put aside for
this endeavour. The portion of
sidewalk fronting Co-op has
been exempted for the time
being, pending changes that
the owners of the property
intend to make in the near
future.

Additionally, the town will
improve drainage along Sta-
tion Road, Second and Fourth
Avenues South, and in Hes-
peler Park.

The townisalso payingfora
functional access design study
for Main Street, the costs of
which will be split with Mani-
tobalInfrastructure and Trans-
portation (MIT). The contract
has been awarded to CH2M, a
Winnipeg engineering firm, for
$85,000.

FORMOREINFORMATION
M The full details of the budget can
be viewed on the town’s website:
www.whereyoubelong.ca/images/
Notices/2017-03-07NivervilleFi-
nancialPlanOpenHouseBoards.pdf

ROYAL LEPAGE
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TheCitizen Expands Reach

The Citizen is once again increasing its dis-
tribution. Beginning in April, all residents of
St. Adolphe will now receive the paper on a
monthly basis.

St. Adolphe is home to about 600 house-
holds and businesses. The Citizen comes out
on the first Thursday of the month.

New Fire Services Agreement
for Nivervilleand over

Niverville’s town council has entered into a
new agreement with the RM of Hanover re-
garding fire protective services.

Accordingto the new agreement, Hanover
will contact the Niverville Fire Department
for assistance on all calls within a two-mile
radius of Niverville. However, the agreement
stipulates that Niverville may not respond
until contacted by Hanover.

The subject was a matter of signifi-
cant controversy back in December, when
it was announced that the Niverville Fire
Departmentwould nolonger be dispatched
to fires at properties just outside the town’s
boundaries. Instead, the New Bothwell Fire
Department would respond. Some of the
affected residents expressed concern that
this would downgrade their level of protec-
tion, since help from New Bothwell would
takelonger arriving than from Niverville. The
new agreementisintendedto alleviate those
concerns.
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The course and range are almost open! Here
are some things you can do at home to prepare:
Stretch your golf muscles.

Practice putting on your carpet. (Simply flip
plastic cup upside down and use it as a hole)

Practice your setup position, and make sure
you're balanced.

We're looking forward to seeing you at the
course soon!

INSTANT
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10-GAME PACKAGES

visit www.olddroversrungc.com
or call (204) 293-8805.
VALID UNTIL MAY 15, 2017
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Dying toRide

Motorcycle safety is a life-or-death situation.

By Keiron Berndt

With more motorcyclists back on
the road after a blustery winter,
many motorists are unaware of
their presence, which often leads
to injuries—if not death.

Matthew Robinson, a seasoned
motorcyclist, was the victim of one
of these accidents, and after two
surgeries he’sback on his bike. Rob-
inson was sent 50 feet through the
air after being struck by a distracted
driver while riding, and he’s lucky
tobe alive.

Robinson nowhas some advice
forriders and motorists alike.

His first two tips are for current

and aspiring bikers. The first one
would be the age-old biker saying
of “Loud pipes save lives.” Having
people notice you, even if that
means riding a flashy and disturb-
ingly loud bike or sporting highly
visible riding gear, is essential.

The second tip is to simply cre-
atingspace ontheroad.It'sasimple
fact that most people on the road
don’t pay attention while driving,
whether they're on their phone or
just zoned out. These drivers are
amplified when on a bike. Remov-
ing yourself from small pockets in
traffic, or just flat-out staying away
from everything, is the safest bet.

Riders often cut in front of

peopleatstoplights orweave inand
out of traffic, and many motorists
think they’re reckless for doing so,
but in reality they're just creating
space.

One ofthe best things amotorist
can do is not drive distracted. For
example, while drivers are told to
look three to five seconds ahead,
forridersit’s three times that. A dis-
traction could be a phone, music,
homework, eating, drinking, or
even applying makeup.

A crash on a motorcycle is not
the same as in a car. A sixty-kilo-
metre-per-hour crashin a car often
results in damage to the vehicle.
However, sixty kilometers per hour

on a bike could permanently alter
someone’s life, or worse.

Running a yellow light can be
exceptionally dangerous due to
the speed and size of bikes that
seem to ‘come out ofnowhere.” Not
only are riders more vulnerable to
the elements, ranging from rain to
bugs, but they often have to avoid
life-threatening situations due to
other drivers’ careless driving.

As you enjoy the warmer
weather and sunshine, be sure to
checkyourblind spots, don’tdrive
distracted, and look twice for bikes
thatcould appear in the blink ofan
eye.

McHale Seeks Manitoba NDP Leadership

By Brenda Sawatzky

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Former Niverville residentMichelle
McHale recently announced her
bid for the leadership of the Mani-
toba NDP. McHale, a staff repre-
sentative of the United Food and
Commercial Workers union, be-
came a member of the provincial
NDP in 2016. In the southeast, her
name has become synonymous
with Steinbach’s first Pride march,
as well as her campaign to remove
same-sex marriage from the “sensi-
tive issues” curriculum of the Han-
over School Division.

The prospect of stepping into
the shoes of former NDP leader
Greg Selinger holds little concern

-

for McHale. Selinger lost the prov-
incial vote to Progressive Conserv-
ativeleader Brian Pallister one year
ago, and the partyhasbeen divided
since 2014, when Selinger faced
public furor over the provincial
sales tax hike and an internal revolt
that caused five party members to
question his ability to lead. The
party has continued to struggle
since the election.

“Over the past eight weeks, I've
had the opportunity and privilege
to speak with current and former
NDP members about what they
need from their next leader,”
McHale told supporters at her
announcementon March 10atthe
Gas Station Theatre in Winnipeg.
“So many shared angrily, and with

profound sadness, that you can no
longer see yourself and your own
guiding principlesreflected back to
you in this party. And almost all of
you have shared that the party that
youonce knew, loved, and believed
inis unrecognizable to you now.”

McHale says that she was
approached to consider the nom-
ination in December and believes
that, as a newcomer to the party,
she haswhatittakesto help restore
unity. Being new on the political
scene, she says, is a hurdle that she
canovercome.

“Maybe I don’t know what I
don’tknow about what'’s in store,”
says McHale. “That’s entirely
possible. But I have some really
great people around me that are

REAL PROPERTY SOLUTIONS

Residential, Commercial & Agricultural Appraisals | Property Management
Real Estate Consulting Services | Condominium Reserve Fund Studies

Replacement Cost Appraisals

1-855-371-5833 | www.redrivergroup.ca

educatingme asIgo.

While McHaleis, asyet, the only
declared candidate in therunning,
eight others are seriously con-
sidering making leadership bids.
The majority of these candidates
have past or present experience as
MLAs.

As for internal party support,
McHale says she hasn’t been act-
ively seekingityet.

“I've been having conversations
with anumber of people, including
anumber ofcaucus members,” says
McHale. “But at this time, 'm not
looking for endorsements. I'm just
looking to say, ‘Hey, I think that
the skillset that you're looking for,

m

Ipossess.

g
RED RIVER GROUP
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Preschool Aimsto Build Strong
Educational Foundations

By Trevor Lux

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

It can be said that preschool
education plays an essential
role in early childhood de-
velopment, both socially and
academically. Instilling con-
fidence, building social skills,
improving concentration,
and focus are just a few of the
many benefits. The Niver-
ville Cooperative Playground
(NCP) is one such example,
and registration for the new
year takes place on April 11 at
7:00 p.m. at the Niverville Ele-
mentary School.

“We encourage social play,’
says Irene Falk, a teacher and
the director of the NCP for the
past 25 years. “This enhances
[the children’s] cooperation
and problem-solving. The
children learn the necessity
of rules and regulations and
the importance of listening
to the teachers. Learning our
colours, numbers, ABCs, and
much more. The children are
comfortable with their sur-
roundings and with the pro-
cedures of the school system,
thus eliminating a great deal
of stress with the first day of
kindergarten”

Falk notes that the teachers
observe, take notes, listen, and
interact with children during
playtime to get to know and
better understand each child’s
social, emotional, physical, and
cognitive needs.

“Ifeel verylucky to be able
tohave ajob thatIenjoydoing,
Falk adds. “The children have
been suchjoytobewith”

Falk is joined by Louise

Broesky, who has held the pos-
ition of childcare assistant for
16 years. Additionally, the
NCP Board of Directors con-
sists of volunteers from the
community.

“The board members
play an important role in the
program,” says Katie Knebel,
president of NCP, “with each
member providing a different
skill and outlook to ensure the
entire program’s needs are
met”

Aside from Knebel, the
other members of the board
include Kim Luhowy (vice
president), Meagan Mckuski
(treasurer), Jen Morin (regis-
trar), Darcy Fast (secretary),
Mel Rideout (events coordin-
ator), and Allison Friesen,
who creates all newsletter
communications.

8 ADOBE STOCK

“NCP is focused on making
the program the bestitcanbe,’
says Knebel. “We welcome
parents’ involvement and
we will always listen to their
suggestions. We are currently
working on a website to help
us communicate with our par-
ents and make our program
better known to the public. We
want people to easily be able
to find us and easily obtain
information”

Knebel also notes that the
program is looking to expand
in the long-term and create
additional childcare spots.
“As our community grows, we
know the need for preschool
will also grow. We hope to grow
along with Niverville”

The NCP is operated from
the Niverville Elementary
School.

“Beinglocatedin the school
provides the children with
a comfortable setting and
relaxed environment, prepar-
ing the children for advance-
ment to kindergarten,” says
Knebel.

Although the program has
been asuccess, administrating
itis not withoutits challenges.
“Even though we do get fund-
ingand... parent fees, unfortu-
natelywestillneed to fundraise
to meet our needs,” adds Falk.

The NCP has been operat-
ing since 1980. To be eligible
for the program, children must
be three years of age before
December 31 of the current
calendar year, and they can
continue to participate until
they are five years of age. The
program operates Monday
through Thursday from early
September until the end of
May. Morning and afternoon
sessions are offered, and par-
ents have the option of enrol-
ling their children in up to two
sessions per week.

FORMOREINFORMATION
B The NCP board is currently loo-
king for new members. Contact Ka-
tie Knebel for more information about
this opportunity: 204-392-3030.

B Registration for the 2017-18
school year takes place April 11 at
7:00 p.m.in the NCP classroom at Ni-
verville Elementary School. Parents
or caregivers are asked to please li-
ne up at the south-side doors of the
school. Placement is determined on a
first-come, first-served basis.

B Anyone with questions is enco-
uraged to email ncpreschoolreg@
gmail.com.

Tracy Beaudin.

& HANOVER SCHOOL DIVISION

New Principal Appointed
for Elementary School

Anew principalhasbeen ap-
pointed for Niverville Ele-
mentary School, follow-
ing the retirement of Judy
Hiebert at the end of the cur-
rent school year. Beaudin
has taught for 16 years, 12 of
which have been in the Han-
over School Division. She has
previously held the vice-prin-
cipal role in Blumenort as
well as at Steinbach'’s South-
wood school.

“Iwastheresourceteacher
before I went into adminis-
tration,” says Beaudin. “So
that already was a transition
towards a leadership role,
because you're dealing with
teachers and EAs [education
assistants| and parents in a
different way. But moving
into a principalship chan-
ges the way you work with
others”

Beaudin has lived in the
Niverville area for several
years, first in the town itself,
and more recently on a prop-
ertyjust outside town.

“I'm excited just to get
to know the staff and the

students, the parents in [Niv-
erville, she says. “I'mlooking
forward to just see the learn-
ing styles of the students, to
buildrelationships with them
and hear theirvoice and what
they want to see, [discover]
what their dreams are for
theirschool”

Beaudin adds that she has
a strong interest in explora-
tory learning and wants
to encourage a hands-on
approach. In particular she
says she wouldlike to explore
the possibility of setting up
Makerspace stations in the
classrooms. At Makerspace
stations, students are given
opportunities to create and
interactwith physical objects.
It's an innovative approach
to education that embraces
self-directed learning and
uses technology to engage
students.

FORMOREINFORMATION

B www.makerspaceforeducation.com

SHANNON MARTIN

info@shannonmartin.ca

MLA
(204) 736-3610
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Ritchot Moves Forward
with Main Street Initiatives

Ritchot'smain
streetsareabout
togetawholelot
prettierand more
user-friendly.

SN BRENDA
) 28, SAWATZKY

a
X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

In March, Community Eco-
nomic Development Offi-
cer Lesley Gaudry facilitated
Main Streetrevitalization open
houses in le-des-Chénes, St.
Adolphe, and Ste. Agathe, in-
viting residents to participate
by previewing concept plans
that have been drawn up for
each community.

“We had a great cross-sec-
tion of folks who came out
and provided some valuable
feedback on the drawings,’
says Gaudry. “We talked about
possibilities. We talked about
needs. Werecognize that these
plans are not going to be the
be-all and end-all. After these
plans are done, the real work,
the hard work, begins.’

Gaudry received the green
light from Ritchot’s council to
begin work on this initiative
last year after she'd researched
the benefits that other com-
munities have received from
community sustainability
plans.

“[Ritchot] residents have
seen growth in their com-
munities and they have seen
their infrastructure age,” adds
Gaudry. “What more oppor-
tune time to have a properlook
at what makes a main street
healthy, happy, vibrant, safe,
and accessible for meeting
placesand economic centres?
Atthe same time, thishas given
us an avenue to connect with
our local businesses and say,
‘Thank you for having your
business here. We appreciate
you.”

Constantina Douvris from HTFC Planning and Design.

HTFC Planning and Design
of Winnipegwas hired to begin
work on the projects. The com-
pany boasts a 50-year history
of outstanding revitalization
projects and working with
public sector, private sector,
and non-profit organizations
in communities across Mani-
toba, Ontario, and northern
Canada.

“There are many profes-
sions that can look at aspects
of revitalization from a specific
lens: engineers... social scien-
tists... developers,” says Con-
stantina Douvris, landscape
architect for HTFC. “These
are all valuable services.
However, taken in isolation,
they remain disjointed and
disconnected parts of a bigger
puzzle, driving communities
towards disjointed growth and
false starts. AtHTFC, welook at
planning and design problems
in a holistic way, considering
all of a project’s drivers in
developing well-rounded and
custom-tailored solutions for

each community. HTFC does
two things exceptionally well:
we fully engagelocal residents
in the design process and we
convertideas into compelling
and easy-to-understand vis-
uals that help communities
reach consensus as they plan
for the future”

better main streetaccess, com-
munity greenspaces that will
double as areas for outdoor
markets, and plenty of trees,
shrubs, and flower gardens.
Because of the high volume
of recreational cyclist traffic
from Winnipeg, St. Adolphe’s
proposal includes bike lanes

“Residentshave seengrowthin
their communitiesand they have

seen theirinfrastructureage.”

, LgsleyGaudrg . ,
Community Economic Development Officer, RM of Ritchot

Gaudry says that Ritchot’s
revitalization plans include
basics such as new signage,
crosswalks, curb bumpouts,
streetscaping, improved
accessibility to sidewalks, and
repairs to curbs, gutters, and
potholes. Each community,
though, is looking beyond
basic renewal to include fea-
tures such as roundabouts for

tomake their community safer
and more welcoming.

Joanne Lagasse, a 50-year
resident of St. Adolphe, says
that speeding along Main
Street is one of her biggest
concerns. While adding
parking bubbles might slow
traffic down, she wonders if
adding these bumpouts and
bike lanes to the outside lanes

8 BRENDA SAWATZKY

might create bottlenecks for
the heavy traffic travelling
through on a daily basis.

“My concern would be the
traffic [numbers] stillwon’tbe
reduced and howmany [speed
limit] signs are they willing to
putup?” says Lagasse.

According to Lagasse,
there are currently no speed
limit signs along Main Street
and accidents are a common
occurrence atthe south end of
town. She sees some favour-
able aspects to the proposed
revitalization plan, though.

“I kind of like the idea of
a park-like setting [on Main
Street],” adds Lagasse. “Ilove
the idea of [adding] trees. It
beautifies everything, and
lighting would be a big thing.
We don’thave enough [street]
lighting””

The proposed plans for ile-
des-Chénes and Ste. Agathe
include walking and bike
corridors to connect schools
and new developments to the
downtown areas, as well as

Main Street design elements
that engage their heritage and
francophone cultures.

Asfor the timing of the pro-
jects, Gaudry says there are still
alotofdetailsto be worked out,
and much will depend upon
what each community places
atthe top of their priorities list.

“You could see changes
as early as this fall and next
spring,” says Gaudry. “Chan-
ges need to be a partnership
decision between economic
development, council, public
works, residents, and busi-
nesses. Some things the RM
controls... and otheritems will
[require dialogue] with Mani-
tobaInfrastructure and Trans-
portation for years to come.
But at least we have a plan, a
well thought-out, solid plan to
start the conversations.”

Douvris says that these
initial stages of planning and
community involvement
are integral to creating a per-
sonalized approach to each
community rather than a
cookie-cutter solution. Each
Ritchot community will see
very different Main Street
results, reflecting their unique
character, locations, and goals.

“Main streets are the heart
of a community,” says Douv-
ris. “A vibrant and accessible
main street that welcomes all
residents...builds a core that
supports local business and
economic developmentwhile
promoting social interaction,
alternate modes of transpor-
tation, community connec-
tivity, overall wellness, and
community pride. When done
right, main streets are social
hubs that reflect the heritage,
culture, and character of a
settlement. Building better
main streets makes economic
sense [by] supporting local
entrepreneurs, encouraging
local andregional tourism, and
attracting investment.’

embroidery
screen printing
signs

creativeprintall .com

promotional products

285 Hwy I2
STEINBACH

@ 326-1718
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Provencher Still

LeadsCanada
inCharitable
Giving
Accordingto datareleased by Statistics Can-
ada for the 2015 tax year, residents of Pro-
vencher continue to be among the country’s

leaders in charitable giving.

Canada-wide, the median donation was
$300, while the median in Manitoba was
$420. Provencher in particular stands out
from the pack. Blumenort has the distinc-
tion of being the most generous community
in southeastern Manitoba, with a median
donation of $3,740. Other notable commun-
ities include Landmark ($2,490), Kleefeld
($2,260), Steinbach ($1,900), New Bothwell
($1,500), Grunthal ($1,400), and Niverville
($1,320).

Nonetheless, on a national level the
number of charitable donors is in decline.
Although 21 percent of the Canadian popu-
lation gave in 2015, that's down significantly
from 29.5 percent in 1990. In other words,
the overall amount of donations has crept

upwards while the donor base continues to
shrink.

Studentsto Aidin
Spring Cleaning

On Friday, April 28, from 1:30-3:00 p.m., stu-
dents from Niverville Collegiate Institute will
be dispersing around town for their annual
community clean-up day.

“Reminder to drive with caution,” says
Carling Comte, who teaches Grades Seven
and Eight. “Students will be on foot collecting
garbage”

Comte clarifies thatstudents will notenter
people’syards.

“NCl is dedicated to keeping Niverville
beautiful,” she adds. “Let’s support the stu-
dents and staff of NCI in this endeavour”

In the event of a rain delay, the clean-up
could berescheduled for Friday, May 12.

$166,000 &

4-35 Lilac Place, Niverville

Katie Knebel  RrovaCiepace
204—392‘3030 Riverbend Realty

KatieKnebel@royallepage.ca

290 Main Street
Unit A
Niverville, Mb

In-House Baking
Locally Roasted Coffee
Cocktail Menu
Lunch Specials
Morning-Evening Menu
$1 Brewed Coffee
Any Size
(April 21st-23rd)
$1 ANY TEA
(April 24th-27th)

Store Hours
Mon-Sat
fam-1lpm
U
Qam-5pm

204.878.4004
capodigrande.com
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ocal Real Estate Agents Take

By Evan Braun

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

In the last several months, the
Team Preferred Choice real

The new Preferred Choice Property Management offices on Main Street Niverville.

estate team of Clarence Braun
and Wesley Dowse has made
several key changes to their
business, including changing
theirname, relocatingto anew

8 CLARENCE BRAUN

suite of offices on Main Street
Niverville, and starting a prop-
erty management company.
First of all, the realty side of
their business is now known

A
N
86 Main Street - Box 267 ‘/,Yr/‘ 2,
Niverville, MB | S=EE

RoA1E0 Niverville

WHERE YOU BELONG

1-204-388-4600
feedback@whereyoubelong.ca
www.whereyoubelong.ca

CHANGE. To some that word is exciting as it is the anticipation of what is
to come. To others it strikes fear as it takes one out of routine and into the
unknown. The fact is change is part of life and we must learn to adapt to it.
Where this affects municipal politics is in regards to changing from each
community or municipality thinking only of its own interests, to all municipa-
lities having more of a regional mindset. At a recent conference in Winnipeg
called “Shifting to Drive” the municipalities of the capital region together
with council representatives from the City of Winnipeg listened to speakers
from around the world speak about how their communities are adapting to
various regional initiatives. \We were told that we need to work together as
together we are stronger. Messaging from the Province to all municipal
leaders is that we need to work together as there simply is not money for
each municipality to have their own. Their own what you ask? Currently we
see a regional landfill, or a regional hospital or police station. In the near
future there could be a day coming where one municipality will have the
water treatment plant and the neighbouring municipality the septic treat-
ment. One may have the firehall, the other the school or arena. The message
to municipal leaders is that in order to be financially sustainable more of a
regional thought process is required. So as the days, months, and years
move along, a change to regional thinking and initiatives is what is coming.
We must be ready to adapt to it!

Myron Dyck,
Mayor - Town of Niverville

_A

as the Clarence Braun and
Wesley Dowse Team. The
newestaddition to their office,
Preferred Choice Property
Management (PCPM), began
its operations in late fall 2016.

Braun says that they made
the change to keep the two
companies’ names distinct
from each other, to comply
with new regulations that are
coming to the Real Estate Ser-
vices Act.

“We continually meet
investors who want to buy
property, but they do not
want the responsibility of get-
ting tenants and dealing with
tenant issues,” Braun says of
the decision to get into the
property management game.
“Plus, with the new condo act
that came into place in 2015,
we had a [good perspective]

--\

\

HOURS:

asagents. Aswe deal in condo
sales, we are well aware of
the daily concerns of condo
boards. So our focus is on
investors who buy rental
property and apartments, and
condo propertymanagement.”

So far, PCPM represents
five different investors, and all
of their properties.

“Communication is one of
the mostimportant aspects of
the lease and rental market,”
says Braun. “With a high level
of communication, we can
provide the service required to
satisfy the demands of tenants
on behalf of the investors as
well as the condo boards that
we represent.’

Asthe two companies grow,
Braun says that they needed a
larger and more professional
space. The new location,

on Property Management

1789 Main Street, contains six
officesand alargeboardroom.

“Being right on Main
Street is a great advantage
for us,” Braun says. “Both for
the visibility that it brings,
plus it brings us closer to Tim
Hortons”

Braun addsthattheyexpect
to hire their first employee
dedicated to PCPM later in
2017. “As well, we are looking
to be in a position to begin
adding to our real estate team
towards the middle to end of
this year. At present, we have
three agents that work with
Wes and I. Nyk Andrusiak
works out of Steinbach primar-
ily, and Matt Young and Nick
Bergmann work out of our Niv-
erville office. Nyk Andrusiak
works alongside Wes and I as
apartner in PCPM.

S AR MILES

March 27 to June 4 E

7x Air Miles on in store purchases!

Minimum $10 purchase

AN TN O W TN O O T T T T T T T T T T . . -

Monday to Thursday | 5:00 am — 10:00 pm
Friday | 5:00 am -11:00 pm
Saturday | 7:00 am — 11:00 pm
Sunday | 7:00 am — 9:00 pm

204-388-5127

syou $10 off
purchases!
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By Brenda Sawatzky

< editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Stardomis notaltogether newto Col-
leen Dyck, owner of the Great GORP
Project in Niverville. She’s already
received four regional and national
awards and hasbeen featured in num-
erous magazines since she began her
energy bar business ten years ago.

This February, Dyck packed up
her GORP bars and set out to do
some stargazing ofher own. The kind
of starsyou'llfind in Hollywood for the
annual Academy Awards.

“[Our goal was] to get good media
attention, to have a neat story to tell,
and to do a press release and have
some fun,” says Dyck. “Itkind of helps
when you can say stuff like this [in]
your marketing material. It elevates
your brand a little bit and speaks to
the quality ofit”

Theideabeganwith her friend and
associate in thewholesome food busi-
ness, Peter Fehr of Gourmet Inspira-
tions. Together, they sent samples of
their products to the coordinators of
the Academy Award gifting depart-
ment and kept their fingers crossed.
Both were accepted, thus beginning
arace to organize their booths for the
stars gifting suite.

The gifting suite, in Hollywood
terms, iswhere hundreds of attendees
to the awards can pick up compli-
mentary samples of products offered
by a broad variety of vendors from
across North America. To participate,
avendor musthave an elegant display
and each gift package must hold a
specific value.

In an effort to impress, Dyck
ordered packagingbefitting the stars:
specially designed boxes with the cap-
acitytohold one of each ofher energy
bar flavours. The boxes arrived justin
time and Dyck enlisted family and
employees to assemble the packages.
Dyckarranged to ship themto the Bilt-
more Hotel, home of the gifting suite,
and booked flights for herselfand her
husband Grant.

It was evident from the get-go
that this adventure was about to get

JAX
ROOFING
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Reaching for the Stars

Local entrepreneur Colleen

Dyck takes her GORP bars to Hollywood.

alittle wild. A last-minute phone call
before leaving brought bad news: the
shipping companywould notbe able
to fulfill their obligation to deliver the
productin time. Justhoursbefore their
flight, Dyck made numerous phone
callsto UPS and was promised ground
delivery on time. Recognizingthe pre-
carious nature of shipping products
across country, Dyckstuffed asuitcase
full of GORP barsjustin case. Ifall else

Colleen Dyck and Keiko Agena, best known for her starring role on Gilmore Girls.

- RESIDENTIAL V F
- AGRICULTURAL ~ METAL ROOFING - META
- RE-ROOFING :

failed, each attendee would atleast get
one bar.

Though the couple’s flight arrived
in L.A. as expected, their luggage did
not. Missing was their entire trade
show booth, Dyck’s backup product,
and all of their clothing. At about the
same time, Dyck discovered that her
entire UPS shipment ofbarswasbeing
detained by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration in Louisiana.

. NEW ROOFING

- ROOF REPAIRS

NIVERVILLE, MB | OFFICE: 204-388-4205 | FAX: 204-538—4865
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8 COLLEEN DYCK

With only hours to presentation
time, Dyck had nothing.

The luggage finally arrived and,
after hours of phone calls, the couple
managed tonegotiate arelease of their
product from the FDA. But with the
delay, UPS could no longer promise
on-time delivery.

A chance meeting with an
employee in the service department
of the Biltmore Hotel proved to be

= A

Ken Dyck

=

PHONE: 204-326-7349 PHONE: 204-371-9450

their salvation. The employee, an
ex-UPS driver, made some calls on
their behalf, making a deal to reroute
the product for faster delivery.

According to Dyck, the product
arrived at their display booth with
onlysecondsto spare. The celebrities
were already rolling in. For the first
time since the adventure began, Dyck
was able to relax and enjoy meeting
and greeting hundreds of movie
personalities.

“I was struck by how real and
authentic and kind everyone was,’
Dyckacknowledges. “Iwas expecting
alotmore of the stereotypical attitude
thatwe often think celebrities have. It
was such agood reminder. We can be
sobamboozled by the media, and you
have these conceptions thatyoudon't
even realize are there. Overwhelm-
ingly, people were just wonderful”

The star-struck couple returned
home to find that their website was
receiving more traffic than ever.

“We had a good response,” says
Dyck. “The hotel actuallyjust ordered
bars for their staff because they liked
them somuch”

Asfor where to go from here, Dyck
says the sky’s the limit. The Academy
Awards event was, in part, a kickoff to
GORP’sbigbreakinto the U.S. market.
She plans on eventually seeing her
energy bars go global.

“We'rekind of at the edge of the cliff
and I'm choosing to go forward and
hopefully I can do it,” Dyck says. “I
wantto grow as bigasIcan.It'snot for
themoney, butit’s forwhat the money
cando.It’satool. The more profitable
you are, the more you can give, the
more you can affect, the more jobs
you can provide. All of those things
excite me.

But even with dreams this big,
Dyck has no intention of relocating
her growing business.

“I want to keep it in Niverville. I
want to create something that Niver-
villeis proud of. [Here], I've got access
to wonderful people right in my own
backyard”

Kerry Dy
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5 YEAR WARRANTY

LIFT YOUR EXISTING CONCRETE WE LIFT AND REPAIR ALL
FOR UP TO 85% LESS THAN THE CONCRETE SLABS:
COST OF REPLACMENT

DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS, GARAGE

= FLOORS, POOL DECKS, PATIOS,
BASEMENT FLOORS, COMMERCIAL
SLABS, SHOP FLOORS, GRAIN BINS
VOID FILLING, SOIL STABILIZATION
m CRACK SEALING:

PREVENT UNSETTLED CONCRETE

FROM FUTURE SETTLEMENT,
DO YOU HAVE SETTLED CONCRETE?
IS YOUR CONCRETE GOING TO FILL IN VOIDS TO PREVENT
SETTLE?

CRITTERS FROM LIVING UNDER
WE CAN HELP! YOUR CONCRETE

CONCRETE RASING USING =
POLYURETHANE FOAM E

SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE TO
MUDJACKING:

FEWER & SMALLER HOLES,
FOAM IS 80% LIGHTER THAN MUD,
MOST REPAIRS DONE WITHIN 2 HOURS,

USE CONCRETE 15 MINUTES AFTER LONG TERM TERM
COMPLETION! FINANCING AVAILABLE (OAC)

FREE ESTIMATES

*SCHEDULE NOW FOR THE
BEST PRICING™

**LIKE US ON FACEBOOK FOR
ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS**

1-204-396-3734
info@slabjackkings.com
www.slabjackkings.com
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Hanover Raises
Taxesin New Budget

Superintendent also agrees with provincesrecent
decision to end program designed to reduce class sizes.

By Evan Braun

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

In March, the Hanover School
Division’s Board of Trustees
approved itsbudget for the up-
comingschool year.

The board’s projections
show that the number of
students in the division will
continue its pattern of growth,
with 8,000 students expected
to be enrolled in the 2017-18
year. This is an increase of 171
students. The budgethasbeen
crafted with the increased
enrollmentfirmlyin mind, and
willaccommodate the hiring of
additional teachers and guid-
ance counsellors.

The budget also maintains
Hanover's status as having one
of the lowest cost per students
averages in Manitoba. The
upcoming year’s operating
expenses are anticipated to
reach $87.8 million, a 2.55
percent increase in expendi-
tures from the previous year.
Provincial funding, which has
gone up 2.6 percent, helps to
accommodate this growth.

Provincial funding, how-
ever, only covers 60 percent
of the division’s total revenue,
with the remainder coming
from school taxes. The 2017
mill rate will rise from 14.95
percent to 15.29 percent. On a
hypothetical property with an

Hanover School Division’s head office in Steinbach.

assessed value 0f $250,000, the
approximate increase equals
$40 annually.

Oneweek after thebudget’s
approval, the province made
an announcement which
might have caused the board
to revise their numbers. The
government has elected to
discontinue fundingfor the K-3
smaller class sizes initiative.
The initiative, developed by
the previous NDP government,
had mandated that all classes
from Kindergarten to Grade

o

Three be limited to 20 stu-
dents. The province has noted
thatthe policy change will give
divisions more flexibility.
Randy Dueck, HSD Super-
intendent, has said that the
funding change will not be
immediate and that Hanover
will still receive $960,000 for
the coming year. Thus, the
budget will not be affected.
Dueck further remarked
that he agrees with the prov-
ince’s decision to discontinue
the K-3 smaller class size

& HANOVER SCHOOL DIVISION

initiative. He acknowledged
thevalue ofkeeping class sizes
low, but that there’s nothing
particularly important about
keepingitto 20 specifically. He
noted thatthe scenario doesn't
change if the class size rises to
21 0r22.

Hanover School Division
serves the communities of
Blumenort, Bothwell, Crystal
Springs, Grunthal, Kleefeld,
Landmark, Mitchell, Niverville,
and Steinbach.
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3091 St. Mary's Road |

Winnipeg

204-257-4361

www.redvalley.ca
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linens | table decor | dishes | backdrops
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www.touchofglass.ca

204-388-5500
info@touchofglass.ca
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MCNAUGHTON
MECHANICAL

SERVICE INC.

Supply and install tires, Supply and install lift kits and vehicle customization.
A/C repair and electronic diagnostic on all vehicles.

Manitoba Inspections on all vehicles.

AUTOMOTIVE AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR
120 CEDAR DRIVE - NIVERVILLE, MB

204-388-6450

Joi

BUSINES
NAME HERE

- Opportunity to be a part of newest commercial & retail units in Niverville
- 1,500 - 10,500 SF available for lease

Stephanie White Willitts
Tel: (204) 928-8228
sww@shindico.com

Harry DelLeeuw
Tel: (204) 928-8232
hdeleeuw@shindico.com

200-1355 Taylor Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 3Y9
www.shindico.com

Shindico




1 2 LOCALNEWS

THE CITIZEN | APRIL 2017

bsimb.com

I I INSURANCE

Because We 'Care

Dedicated to Protecting the Lives and Livelihoods of thousands
Across the Prairies Just Like You!

Niverville Branch, 41 Main Street Nivervile, MB

204-388-4018

Proudly part of

Niverville
Primary
Care
Team

for over 10 years

Niverville
Medical
Clinic

www.nivmedical.ca

Same Day Appo

intments
(Whenever possible - try and phone before 10a.m.)

3 Drop in Appointments Every Day

(first come first served basis)
I —

5 Clinicians - Both Male and Female

Check us out on our Facebook page!
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Mel Buhler, Alan Kent, William Kent, Myron Dyck, Miguel Forest, Sylvie Forest,

and Shannon Martin at the ribbon-cutting.

Tim's and Shell Mark
Grand Opening

By Evan Braun

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Under sunny skies on a warm
spring morning, commun-
ity members gathered to cele-
brate the grand opening of two
ofNiverville’snewest business-
es, the Tim Hortons and Shell
station at the corner of Krahn
Road and Highway 59. The
event was held on March 25,
approximately three months
since both businesses first
started operations at the end
of December.

The owners—William Kent
of Tim Hortons, and Miguel
and Sylvie Forest of Shell—
were joined at the ribbon-cut-
ting by Mayor Myron Dyck,
Morris MLA Shannon Martin,
and Mel Buhler, President
of the Niverville Chamber of
Commerce.

“Iwantto extend mysincere
thank you to both William and
to Miguel and Sylvie for their
investmentinto our commun-
ity, and itis my privilege to wel-
comethemnotjusttothe com-
munity of Niverville butalso to

the business community of
Niverville,” said Myron Dyck.
“We wish you prosperous and
good times ahead”

Martin echoed these senti-
ments. “Theseare the entrepre-
neurs that keep our economy
going,” he said of Kent and the
Forests. “So I want to thank
[them] for investing in Niver-
ville, for investingin Manitoba.
It'sbecause of you that we have
the province that we have.”

“We're thrilled to be here
and we're thrilled with the
support that Niverville has
given us,” William Kent
remarked. “We're glad to be
here, and we're going to sup-
port the community as much
aspossible”

Cake was served at Tim’s,
and both Shell and Tim’s held
draws for gift baskets and gift
cards.

Nazli Sharma, the General
Manager of Hospitality and
Guest Services for Kent's
group of 11 Tim’s locations in
the province, hasbeenworking
hard to get the Niverville store
offthe ground.

& JOEY VILLANUEVA

“The response has been
overwhelming,’ says Sharma,
who has been with the com-
pany for 11 years. “They give
us targets, but they always give
us very unrealistic targets. You
know what? We're way more
than 50 percent towards our
targets... The welcome from
theregion, becauseit'snotonly
Niverville, has been outstand-
ing. Absolutely outstanding.”

Miguel Forest says that the
first two weeks after the soft
opening were a bit slow, but
business has been steadily
growing at a good pace ever
since. “Well, the grand open-
ing was a hit! Shell fuel quality
issecond tononeand themore
the word goes around, the
more [our business] will grow.”

Forest is excited about
deepening his connection to
the town, including participat-
ing in the Olde Tyme Country
Fair and helping with fund-
raising efforts for the Niverville
multiplex. “We can’t wait to see
what this summer has in store
forus”

prairiesoul

D A N C E

C O M

P A N Y

Coming Soon...
Registration for the Fall 2017/2018 Dance Season!

ROYAL ACADEMY OF

DANCE

REGISTERED TEACHER

Artistic Directors:
Melanie Ducharme
Danielle Auld

prairiesouldance@gmail.com
204-392-5624
10 Cedar Drive, Niverville
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Mennonite Church Manitoba
and Same-Sex Marriage

By Brenda Sawatzky

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

The desire to stay true to biblical prin-
ciples is ever near the heart of Men-
nonite churches across Manitoba. It
stands to reason then that certain hu-
man practices, ideologies, or condi-
tions have historically created discord
amongthem over the years, especial-
lyinthe face of whatsome would con-
sider ambiguous biblical texts.
OnJanuary 12, Mennonite Church
Manitoba (MCM) held an all-member
meeting in Winnipeg, attempting to
bridge the gap between the many
Mennonite churches who come out
on different sides of the same-sex
marriage issue. Attendance was low
duetoablizzard and asimilarmeeting
was held againin Morden on March 4,
with almost 200 peopleinattendance.
The purpose of both meetings was
to provide an open forum for discus-
sion, listening, and understanding,
regardless of where individuals or
congregations came out on the issue.
“While no clear consensus was
reached regarding the topic of same-
sexmarriage, the tone ofthe conversa-
tion on the floor was gracious, gentle,
and cordial,” says Ken Warkentin,
executive director of MCM. “We take
that to suggest that, although there is
not agreement on the issue, itis one
that will not break our fellowship.’
But several Manitoba congrega-
tions have already chosen to cut ties
with MCM over this issue. Others are
stillwavering.
“Not everyone agrees with each
other whenitcomestowhich biblical
passages get the most prominent

WICINS

placein our discernment,” Warkentin
adds. “For some, itis strict adherence
to particular texts. For others, it is
emphasis on other texts. Since we are
dealingwith what most of us consider
aprime source of God’s revelation to
us, emotions about agreement and
disagreement run very high”

T. Kehler, an attendee at the
Morden MCM meeting, agrees that
differing biblical interpretation is
at the heart of
the debate. She
notes that bib-
lical passages
have undergone
awider variety of
translation and
interpretation
since the time of
the printing press.

“[This is why]
we see the splintering of
the church,” says Kehler. “Most
churches, however, continue to
follow an orthodox path of believing
in certain tenets or doctrines based
on particular biblical passages, trad-
itional churchteaching, and historical
interpretation, the sacredness of the
marital union between husband
and wife being one of those. Itis a
matter of believing something that
has been weighed by centuries of
thought, understanding, and general
consensus.”

Kehler goes on to say that most
fundamental Evangelicals believe in
aliteral translation of the Bible and its
inerrancy.

“[For these Christians], God’s
acceptance of us is based on what
we believe,” Kehler says. “The danger

132 MAIN STREET

NIVERVILLE, MANITOBA

PHONE: 204-388-4149
WINNIPEG: 204-883-2600

of believing in anything other than
heterosexuality within the context
of a marital relationship is that we
will be wrong and incur God'’s judg-
ment. Being wrong has eternal con-
sequences. If one believes this, then
one cannotbe ‘unequallyyoked’ One
cannot continue to worship, have
fellowship, [and] partake of commun-
ion with those who are condemning
themselves.”

“Webelieveitisimportant tobeafaith
community where LGBTQ Christiansfeel
safe. At the same time, we acknowledge
that thereareindividualswhodonot
share our perpsective.”

Rick Zerbe Cornelsen
Hope Mennonite Church, Winnipeg

Kehler suggests that believers in
this camp would argue that those
who interpret the Bible differently are
worldly and interpreting scripture for
their own ends.

On the other end of the debate,
some churches have been actively
working toward accepting those
with alternate sexualities who still
long for a relationship with God and
the church body. Hope Mennonite
Church (HMC) of Winnipeg is one
such congregation, and they have
found an equilibrium with the issue
while maintaining their membership
with MCM.

Theirwebsite openly states, “Hope
Mennonite Church desires to follow
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Jesus’ example of welcoming all
people to God’s table. In our context,
this includes welcoming lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
(LGBTQ) people and affirming their
tull participation in the life of our
church”

In November 2012, HMC leader-
ship created a consensus document
to provide clarity to the congregation
afteryears of wrestling with the topic.

The document
expresses their
belief that scrip-
tural passages
referring to
LBGTQ people
must be under-
stood within the
context of the
time, place, and
culture in which
they were written,
and similarly adapted to
address today’s societal dif-
ferences. It states that this was the
very example that Jesus set when he
challenged the traditional holiness
and purity codes of the time.

“Our congregation reached a
consensus in 2012, after an eight-
year process, to fully include LGBTQ
people,” says RickZerbe Cornelsen of
HMC. “While the journey is ongoing,
reaching this milestone allowed us
to refocus on our broader welcome
message and other ministries of our
congregation.”

Cornelsonis one of four members
of an in-house ally group whose
mandate is to respond to questions
or concernsregarding LGBTQ within
their church community and beyond

KitchenAid’
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to the broader church. Last year, the
congregation made the decision to
hire a second pastor for their grow-
ing congregation, herself a married
lesbian.

“We believe it is important to be
a faith community where LGBTQ
Christians feel safe,” Cornelson says.
“We are thankful that we are an ener-
geticand growing congregation. Atthe
same time, we acknowledge that there
are individuals and congregations
who do not share our perspective.’

He adds that, in spite of the strong
views towards same-sex marriage
from other Mennonite churches
within the conference, HMC has
never considered breakingties.

“We continue to be committed to
the body of Christ and to Mennonite
Church Manitoba,” says Cornelson.
“It'swhere we find supportand where
weremain in conversation on matters
of disagreement.”

While same-sexmarriage appears
to be the most current of many con-
tentiousissues the Mennonite church
has faced over the years, Warkentin
believes they will eventually be able
to come to terms with this one too.

“Several generations ago we
dealt with the issue of language,
says Warkentin. “German was the
language of the church and it kept us
separate from ‘the world. This was a
very contentious issue. Other issues
have included the role of women in
churchleadership, whatlanguage we
use to describe God, and divorce and
remarriage. Thisisnota complete list
of divisive issues... but we have had
difficult conversations before and we
have been able to weather them.”
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When Intent Fails

What happens when the costs of administerin
laws are more than our bureaucracies can handle?

By Greg Fehr

From our common law begin-
nings, the intent of our legal
system has always beento find
the balance in protecting the
rights ofindividuals with those
of the larger community. Sim-
ply put: you steal my goat, you
pay me or replace my goat.

While crude in many
respects, this system brought
order, decency, and account-
ability to the masses. But its
simplicity is both a pro and
a con. For one thing, it has
required usto create additional
legislation to clarify unique
situations, and this has altered
the fundamental balance of
our rights. Finding this bal-
ance is often at the root of our
disagreements over political
philosophy—and rightly so,
given life’s many complexities.

Many of these legislative
adjustments have no doubt
been required. But bureau-
cracyis often the bastard child
of well-intentioned charity,
and supporting that child is a
challenge faced by the govern-
ment and taxpayers alike as
they get entangled in asinine
legal webs.

Take rental properties, for
example. While common law

stillreigns in commercial mat-
ters, when it comes to rental
properties we have the Resi-
dential Tenancies Act. [lament
this legislation to some extent,
but it’s the lack of funding to
properly administer it that’s
the root of problems faced by
both tenants and landlords. I
wouldn’t suggest completely
reversing it and going back to
common law, butthe complex
webs that have been created
in the name of equity and pro-
tectingall parties, coupled with
overworked civil servants, has
led to a system that borders on
idiocy and ultimately hurts the
peopleitwasintended toserve.

Under common law, if the
rent goes unpaid, the landlord
can take possession and seize
the tenant’s assets. This works
well in commercial contracts
with savvy parties on both
sides, but I would rue the day
that a tenant arrives home to
find the locks changed and
their belongings left on the
curb due to a small finan-
cial hardship or payment
irregularity.

But under the existing
system, a tenant who is caus-
ing issues, including lack of
payment, can continue to live
on the premises for months

before the landlord can evict
them. While the legal process
is partially at fault, the judicial
systemis overburdened; ifyou
were to apply for a hearing
today, you might only get a
hearing months from now.
Little can be accomplished
until such a hearing, so an
educated tenant can live rent-
and fancy-free for months.
Add appeals and other delays
and it’s possible for a tenant to
retainresidence fora consider-
able period of time without
pay-ment. For landlords to get
paid backrent, theymustserve
tenants in person—or indeed,
tenants may never be found.
And for tenants, the nuances
of the complex system mean
that well-educated landlords
can exploit technicalities to
their benefit.

Similar dysfunctions plague
allaspects of ourjustice system.
Many have fought traffic tickets
only to win on appeal because
the police officer wasn’t able
to attend due to more pressing
priorities. And if you plead
guilty with an explanation,
the justice in front of you will
likely cut the fine to remove
another file from their overly
busy docket.

We need to ask ourselves a

simple question: is this a just
system?

Can we blame administra-
torsand civil servants? Iwould
thinknot, since theirtoo-heavy
workloads are often the root
of the issue. We must instead
looktolegislators. Althoughwe
should commend their intent
to create a just and functional
society, perhaps they should
ensure that the resources
needed to administer laws, in
terms of time and money, are
already in place when those
laws are enacted. Doing so
would go a long way toward
bringing some justice backinto
our system.

Or maybe, just maybe, we
needto askour political leaders
to be more creative in passing
legislation, perhapslegislation
that can be enacted more
cost-effectively, or perhaps
even be self-administered.

Fairnessisnotcreated inthe
House of Commons or each
province’s legislative assem-
bly.Itis created in the way we
all choose to live, work, and
do business in our collective
society.

Simple, right?
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Lookonthe Bright Side:
The Spice of Diversity

By Jan Kendall St. Cyr

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Tagree with William Cowper's
famous expression, “Variety
is the spice oflife that gives it
all its flavour”—except that
is, where food is concerned. I
have never been one to seek
out new or unique food ex-
periences. While mykids and
grandkids all seem to have
adventurous tastebuds, I
have always been quite com-
fortable with my limited pal-
ate.

But wanting to expand
my experiences, I recently
attended an international
cooking class in Niverville.
These classes are hosted by
Eastman Immigrant Services
outof Steinbach, whosejobis
to help settlenewimmigrants
into our communities. The
bestpartis that the classes are
taught by immigrant women
themselves, thus givingus an
opportunity to learn about
traditional recipes from
those who have mastered
them. More important, it’s
an opportunitytolearnabout
their personal stories.

I dove right in and
chopped, wrapped, and
rolled while listening to a
lovely Filipina woman share
her memories of growing
up in the Philippines and
making this same food with
her family. She spoke of the
hardships she faced when
she immigrated to Canada
as an adult. As we ate the

delicious pancitbihon, spring
rolls, and desserts wrapped
inbananaleaves, Ifeltagreat
appreciation for thiswoman,
her culture, and her food.

The same was true when
we cooked alongside a Syrian
woman who was clothed in
a headscarf and full-length
black coat. She showed us
how to make basbousa, a
traditional Middle Eastern
sweet cake, and maqluba, a
halal chicken and rice dish,
the name literally meaning
“upside down” in Arabic. I
was moved to tears as she
humbly shared with us what
herlife had beenlike in Syria,
how she had met her Iranian
husband, and of the loss and
heartache they had suffered
there.

Although these women
and I came from very differ-
ent cultures, and prepared
very differentfoods, Irealized
that we had much in com-
mon, much that connected
us. We enjoyed preparing
food for our loved ones and
we shared a deep desire for
peace, security, and happi-
ness for our families.

This experience expanded
my palette and understand-
ing, teaching me that the
world not only contains a
wide variety of food, but also
a great variety of people.
Diversity is the spice that
adds texture and flavour
to our lives. It is something
worthy of being savoured.
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We AreNot Alone

Attimesinour lives, wefeel forgotten.
We pray, only to hearsilence.

By Rev. Nancy Finlayson

“Why have you forsaken me?”
Those are haunting words and
I cannot imagine they were ut-
tered in anything other than
complete distress, if not de-
spair, for in the midst of colos-
sal suffering Jesus hung upon
his cross feeling abandoned
by God. Atvarious times in our
lives, we too may feel forgotten.
Many of us have entered into
darkness and prayed fervently
for help only to hear silence in
response, or beseeched heav-
en on our knees, hearing only
the sound of our own lamen-
tation. The cross is about what
God does with suffering, and
thereisnolife thatwillnot carry
suchacross.

In 2002, I had surgery to
remove an ovarian cyst which,
thankfully, was not cancer-
ous. However, once home I
developed a life-threatening
infection impervious to anti-
biotics. I was readmitted to
hospital deathlyill, and unable
tostand orwalk as the infection
spread throughout my pelvis.
Although the province’s chief

+£ aHAVE A!
EASTER!

PROVENCHER

76 PROVINCIAL TRUNK HWY 12 N

STEINBACH, MANITOBA R5G 1T4

infectious diseases specialist
was called in, I continued to
lose ground.

The following evening,
around 2:00 a.m.,  awakened
in unbearable pain in the
isolation room and couldn’t
rouse support as the call bell
had disengaged from my gown.
By now incredibly weak, T had
no breath with which to yell for
assistance. Completely alone,
I felt myself sinking down
into some kind of abyss, yet
my heart cried out words my
breath could not form: “My
God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”

Justwhen my head seemed
tobe falling from myshoulders,
and shadows hovered in the
silence about to overtake me,
I was given a sense of God’s
absolute presence. My being
seemed to fill with light, and
though the pain was every bit
as excruciating as before, the
quality of that suffering had
changed completely; I suf-
fered the agonywith hope, and
not the despair summoned by
overwhelming helplessness.

In remembering that

TEDFALK.CA

experience over the years, |
have continued to receive the
gift of God’s grace instructing
me. On that day 15 years ago
when Ireached the limit of my
own agency, when I became
completely helpless, when my
ego failed, my reality became
consumed by pain, and my
soulreached toward God, Iwas
given a completely different
consciousness—and it made
room for new life to flood into
me.

At the end, God answered
my prayer—notbecauselIlived
to tell this story, but because
God’s self was made known
to me in the midst of suffering
and his Spirit filled me with
hope despite it. Had I died, it
would have been with confi-
dence that he was with me. In
the moments of our greatest
sufferingand at our death, God
iswith us. We are not alone.

That was the gift. That is,
in a very real way, what Good
Friday and Easter are about for
all of us—hope in a God who
keeps promises.

TED.FALK@PARL.GC.CA

204-326-9889

COMMENTARY

ol O™

NIVERVILLE woiie

220 Main Street - Box 389, Niverville, MB ROA 1EO

e Collision Experts °
* Accredited with Autopac °

e Windshield Replacement °

LY

Ferd Klassen

Phone: 204.388.4657

Fax: 204.388.4394

Email: info@nivervilleautobody.ca

I-CAR
GOLD
CLASS

www.nivervilleautobody.ca

You insure your truck, but not yourself.

What's up with that? L me

&>

You work hard to take care of your family. Don't let
a sudden accident or illness get in the way of that.
Without your income would your family be okay financially? If the answer

is no, then getting insurance coverage for yourself should be at the top of
the ol’ to-do list.
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INTRODUCTION

Brief History of Red River Floods

d River Valley

By Eric Peterson

If you ask anybody old
enough to remember, they’ll
likely make a case for the flood
0f 1950 as being the true flood
of the century. Heavy winter
snow and spring rains swelled
the Red to the point that dikes
could no longer keep the wat-
ers outof Winnipeg. The result
was 100,000 people being
evacuated from their homes
and businesses, resulting in
nearly a billion dollars’ worth
of damage in today’s dollars.
Outside the city, 550 square
miles of the Red River Valley
was flooded. The government
declared a state of emergency
and the Army and Red Cross
were calledin to help with relief
efforts.

i The 1950 flood prompted

the Government of Manitoba

200 years ago, there were no

along whole and entire; and in
some were seen dogs, howling
dismally, and cats, thatjumped
frantically from side to side of
their precarious abodes. The
most singular spectacle was
a house in flames, drifting
along in the night, its one half
immersed in water, and the
remainder furiously burning.
This accident was caused by
the hasty retreat of the occu-
piers. The water continued
rising... and extended far over
the plains; where cattle used to
graze, boats were now plying
under full sail”*

Of course, accurate data
relating to exact damage
and property loss in 1826 is
impossible to find, but it can
certainly be said that the flood
of 1826 changed the course of

identify most with the floods

government flood officialsto  of 2009 and 2011. For many
s When you're talking about call annual press conferences transplanted city folk at the
‘?’4//0 spring flooding in our part of tokeep thelocal settlersupto forefront of the housingboom
\O/% theworld, theyear 1997 jumps  date on the latest flood fore-  in Niverville and Ritchot, this
25 to the forefront of any conver-  casts. So when the Red broke  was the first real flooding we
% sation. But while that flood its banks that May, settlers had seen without the reassur-
was historic, it's hardly the on-  were caught by surprise and  ance ofthefloodwayto protect
ly time rising waters have put  sentscrambling. our property. Aswaters closed
our region in peril. In fact, a One source, from a settler in around towns and roads in
. OakBluff @ number of other floods could  writingin 1856, reads, “Hardly  the region, worries and won-
b easilylay claimtobeingthebig- ahouseorbuildingofanykind dermentrose.
i gestormostdangerous oftheir ~ wasleftstandingin the colony. The 2009 flood was caused
“op respective eras. Many of the buildings drifted by the usual mixture of winter

snow and spring precipitation,
but with a heavy November
rainfall thrown in after the
ground had already frozen. In
the end, the river crested just
two feetlower than in 1997.
In2011, initial worries were
centred on the possibility of
both the Red and Assiniboine
Rivers cresting at the same
time. Eventually the most
severe flooding took place
west of us, and another state
of emergency was called as
~ the Assiniboine reached its-
highestlevels ever recorded at
Brandon. :
Flooding in 2011 was
particularly agonizing for
the Niverville community, as

local resident Raymond Stott &

drowned after his truck was
swept away by floodwaters.

ther? How about 18262 Nearly

today will remember best and

. © to build the Red River Flood-  ourprovince. The flood caused
P \ way, a project of considerable  the population to be redistrib- :
7 R Limit of 1997 Flood hand-wringing, which to this  uted throughoutthe Red River = REFERENCE
City Limit Of 1826 Flood day protects Winnipeg from Valley. W 1. Manitoba Historical Society,
(® Ring Dike Community the river while occasion- Though ﬂooding has con- “Red River Flood—1826.” Date of ac-
<) @ Breached Dike ally causing headaches for tinued to take place intermit- ©e55:March 31,2017 (www.mhs,
NOTE: The Red River|Floodway 5 Red River Floodway people outside the Perimeter tently in our region—1852, ?&Zﬁgggiﬁﬁf Er;tc/;rngirrgﬁr_
and the West Dike yare built &7 Emérson — dle Highway. A 024t T979 all Saw Sig=" Tro mior Sotlonont by Aloxan:
et e e e e e m e ) MANTOBA, | (O) | Wanmosa | * " Zdike Extension Want to go back even fur-  nificant flooding—most of us  gerRoss™ - y_% isis
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Rememberin
Flood of the Century

DOU of the GEIMLL

gthe

1997—the vear Mother Nature tested Manitoba's

mettle. And fou

By Evan Braun
& Brenda Sawatzky

The Red River is hardly one of North
America’s mostnotablerivers. Itruns
amere 880 kilometres from its head-
waters in North Dakota to its mouth
at Lake Winnipeg, just the twenty-
third longest river in the country. As
the crow flies, the distance it covers
is only 458 kilometres, such is its cir-
cuitous route. Its average discharge
0f8,334 cubicfeet per second is even
less remarkable, ranking it thirty-
ninth among Canada’s rivers.

It flows very, very slowly. There
aren’t any falls or rapids along its
course. Thevalleyis soflat, so devoid
offeatures, thatits waters have almost
nowhere to go. From the U.S. border
to Lake Winnipeg, theriver descends
just 25 feet in elevation. When pre-
cipitation falls at the furthestreaches
of this 236,000-square-meter water-
shed, it takes many weeks to arrive at
its destination.

In North America, it seems we are
constantly hearing about the great
Mississippi, the Rio Grande, the
Colorado, and the St. Lawrence. By
comparison, the Red flows quietly,
serenely along its meandering
course, lazing along a
shallow channel at
the floor of its wide
valley. It minds its
own business.

Except when it

Over the course of its 880

e

Taken from a helicopter after a levee overtopped and Grand Forks was evacuated.

emergency services couldn’t get far
without a plough leading the way.

It had already been an unusually
snowy winter. Since the first snow-
fall of the season, more than 250
centimetres had fallen in the upper
reaches of the Red River Valley. Win-
nipeg itself fared
somewhat better,
with just north of
150 centimetres.
Still, that was a lot.
Winnipeg's average

doesn’t. And then  kmjourney,the Red River  snowfall is 113.7

youhadbetterwatch dropsamere70m. centimetres.

your back. Flood forecasters
hadplenty ofreasonsto

Sunday, April 6, 1997 be concerned. Even before the April

When the snow started to fall at 4:00
p.m. Saturday evening, few people
would have understood that it por-
tended a minor apocalypse. It takes
a lot to shut down a winter-prone
city like Winnipeg, but by Sunday
morningthe city and its surrounding
towns had ground to arare standstill.
Buses didn'trun, cars and trucks were
encased in snowto the tips of their an-
tennae, and even ambulances and

blizzard, early forecasts pegged a 10
percent likelihood of a repeat of the
1979 flood which had devastated the
region.

This outlook was about to get a
lot worse. As the Colorado low crept
over the valley, it smothered the
Winnipeg area with 50 centimetres
of fresh snow. The storm moved so
slowly that it took two days to clear
out. Every highway in the southern

Manitoba closed, as well as every
school division. The power went out.
Roofs collapsed. Drivers abandoned
their cars in the streets.

More importantly, the storm
doubled the amount of spring runoff.

“Well, Iwas very concerned, Imust
say,” said Alf Warkentin, the province’s
flood forecaster, speaking to the CBC.
“When I got up on Sunday morning
and couldn’t see across the street,
that'swhen I knewthat the worstwas
happening”!

THE STORY UPSTREAM
Even before April's blizzard, the town
of Breckenridge, Minnesotahad been
inundated—not by snow, but by un-
ceasingrains. Breckenridge is locat-
ed atthe headwaters of the Red River.
Wahpeton, North Dakotassits directly
across theriver on the westbank. The
rainshad been so severe that the ani-
mals in the Wahpeton zoo had been
evacuated to higher ground on March
26.Those were the firstflood refugees
0f1997. The first of many.

On Saturday, as snow was begin-
ningto fallin Winnipeg, the situation

ndit very strong ind

——
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April 23, 1997. Red River of the North main stem, Grand Forks, North Dakota, looking toward downtown area.
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inBreckenridge deteriorated rapidly.
The already swollen river had
nowhere to go except over its banks,
cresting 19 feet above the riverbed.
Driven by rain and high winds, the
levees protecting the community
broke open and water poured into the
streets, four feet deep in places. 3,700
people were evacuated to neighbour-
ing Wahpeton.

Tuesday, April 8
Niverville’s mayor, Clarence Braun,
had just returned from a trip to Ot-
tawa, narrowly missing the massive
blizzard. Braun recalls that people
around town had been engaging in
the usual conversations about po-
tential spring flooding before he left
for Ottawa. Upon his return, and in
the aftermath of such avicious spring
storm, the question of flooding was
more certain than ever, but the extent
of the predictions still defied belief.
“When Ireturned, the conversa-
tions amped up a bit, but we had no
reference point as to the significance
ofthe event,” says Braun.

eed.

Wednesday, April 9
The slow-moving floodwaters took
nearly a week to wind their way 137
kilometres north from Breckenridge
to Fargo, a city of 74,000 and the
second largest community on the
river after Winnipeg. Its levees were
built 38.5 feet above theriverbed, but
on April 9 the National Weather Ser-
vice gotin touchwith city officials and
warned them that the crest would
likely reach 40 feet. However, because
the cresthad been slightlylower than
expected in Wahpeton, these officials
felt theywould have enough leeway.
Nonetheless, U.S. Vice President Al
Gorerolled into town on Friday, April
11 to survey the panicked city just as
the river was reaching its crest. All
74,000 Fargonians let out a collective
breath ofreliefas the crestfell short of
the worst projections; at 35.5 feet, the
city was safe.

Tuesday, April 15

In the days following, the Weather
Service predicted a crest of 50 feet
farther north in Grand Forks, just shy
ofthe city’s 52-footlevies. On April 15,
flood forecasters further downgraded
thelevel of the threat, lowering their
predictionto an even safer49 feet. An-
other city breathed in collective relief.

However, the Weather Service was
dead wrong. They revised the crest
upward the next day, back to 50 feet.
They expected the crest to arrive on
April 22.

The next day, they revised their
prediction again, raising it to 51.5
feet, perilously close to the top of the
Grand Forks levees. Even worse, the
crest would arrive four days earlier
than initially thought, on April 18.

Thursday, April 17
The reality proved disastrous. It
quickly became clear that the flood
would be worse than expected, that
itwould easily exceed the levees, but
there was little the city could do with
solittle notice.

The dikes around East Grand Forks
failed at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, sirens
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sounding for an immediate evacua-
tion of low-lying areas. By Friday
afternoon, water in East Grand Forks
came up to the roofs of some homes.
Entire neighbourhoods were lost.

Rattled sandbaggers managed to
save the University of North Dakota
campus, but the dikes around down-
town Grand Forks weren'tup to task,
and floodwaters poured four feet
deep through the streets in the early
morning hours on Saturday. The
power shorted out, historic build-
ingswentup in flames, and a city was
forever altered. Approximately 35,000
lost their homes.

But the Red’s most tantalizing
prize was north of the border.

NORTH OF THE BORDER

When news of the Grand Forks catas-
trophe reached Winnipeg, its citizens
began to express concern. There re-
mained asomewhatlaissez-faire atti-
tude among some, however. Afterall,
Winnipeg had its famous floodway,
and Grand Forks didn’t.

The floodway, a 60-foot trench
that ran 47 kilometres from St. Nor-
bert on Winnipeg’s south side to just
north of Lockport, had saved the city
in the earlier floods of 1979 of 1996.
This massive water diversion had
been built to handle

Assistance.

Eighttowns dotted the flood plain
between the border and Winnipeg—
Emerson, Letellier, Dominion City, St.
Jean Baptiste, Morris, Rosenort, Ste.
Agathe, Brunkild, and St. Adolphe—
andjustaboutall ofthem had full ring

dikes. The region’s

approximately twice many farmhouses
as much water as and rural properties
the river itself could had similar protec-
carry.The floodway tions, either their
had been pushed 76,500,000 m*of earth own ring dikes or
into operation to ~ wasmovedtocreatethe  ajsed foundations
some extent most REd_RlVGI' Fi Ioodway._At builtup to withstand
years in recent thetimeofconstruction,  mostfloods.
memory, including it wasthesecond largest But this wouldn’t
1969, 1970, 1971,  earthmovingprojectin ~ belike mostfloods.
1972, 1974, 1975,  theworld, second onlyto

1976, 1978, 1979, the Panama Canal. Monday, April 21

1982, 1983, 1986,

1987, 1989, 1992,

1995, and 1996. Many believed the
floodway gates would lift again, and
with the help of the city’s complex
network of supplemental dikes, that
would be the end of it.

Officials from all levels of govern-
ment knew better by now that this
flood would strain the province’s
resources to the breaking point, and
they had about a week and a half to
prepare for the worst.

SOUTH OF WINNIPEG

Infantrymen from the Canadian
Forces stationed in Manitoba set to
work in the second week of April to
fortify the towns of Ste. Agathe and
St. Adolphe with sandbags. How-
ever, Major-General Bruce Jeffries,
the commander of land forces in
Western Canada, foresaw the need for
additional aid, so he met with Briga-
dier-General Robert Meating, com-
mander of the First Canadian Mech-
anized Brigade Group, and they or-
dered the Princess Patricia’s Can-
adian Light Infantry’s first battalion
to redeploy from their home base
in Calgary to Manitoba. The official
name for the action was Operation

Upon his arrival,

Brig.-Gen. Meating

toured the towns south of the city.

When he stepped foot in St. Adolphe,

hewasdisturbed by the relaxed, com-

placent demeanour of its residents.

Hewitnessed people driving to work

in the morning, going aboutbusiness
asusual.

Meating immediately began to
argue in favour of a complete evacu-
ation of the valley, both the towns and
the rural areas. In doing so, he found
himself in conflict with agriculture
officials who advocated on behalf of
rural residents who demanded that
they be allowed to remain on their
farms to save them from encroach-
ing floodwaters. Meating’s priority
was the potential loss oflife, whereas
agriculture officials concerned them-
selves with saving livelihoods. Even
after theflood came and went, people
would still need to make aliving.

Mayors from the affected munici-
palities (MacDonald, Ritchot, Morris,
De Salaberry, Montcalm, and Frank-
lin) concurred about evacuating the
towns. The logic was sound. In the
event that any of the towns’ high
ring dikes failed and water crashed
in from above, residents would have

The island of St. Adolphe, safe behind its ring dike in late April 1997.

& ANDY BARRIAULT

nowhere to escape. However, the
mayors believed the farms were a dif-
ferent situation and that they should
be allowed to fend for themselves.

Wednesday, April 23

The evacuation got underway after
the province’s Emergency Manage-
ment Organization (EMO) ordered
the towns cleared from

Emerson to Winni-
peg. Sirens began to
sound at 5:00 a.m.,
and by Thursday
night more than
17,000 people had
left their homes, leav-
ing behind a skeleton crew
offloodfighters to patrol the dikes.

Tim Siferd and Kathleen Martin
lived in St. Adolphe with their young
family, and though floods were com-
mon along the Red, they had never
experienced anything approaching
this level of urgency.

Siferd and Martin remember well
the anxiety they faced as the gravity
ofthe flood situation increased from
dayto day. When the province finally
issued the evacuation order, the
couple moved all of their furniture
and appliances to the second story
of their home. The existing dike had
already been raised by five to six feet
and the groundcrews were getting
readyto close off the highway atboth
ends of the community.

“They began the evacuations
around Emerson and were putting
[people] upin hotelsin the south end
of the city,” says Martin. “By the time
they got to us, we were being billeted
to hotels out by the airport.”

The couple left with their four
children, the youngest only one year
old. Their hotel room was sparsely
furnished with a television and two
double beds between six people.
Theywere given dailymeal vouchers
for the hotel restaurant. By the first
day, there was already a two-hour
wait to get into the restaurant.

Robert Stefaniuk, mayor of Ritchot.

Within a short time, uprooted St.
Adolphe residents began pooling
their resources to make hotel living
more comfortable. One teacher man-
aged to find space within the hotel
to organize a makeshift classroom
where the children could continue
their education.

Robert Stefaniuk held a weighty
position during the flood. As mayor
of Ritchot, his jurisdiction included
both St. Adolphe and its imperilled
neighbour to the south, Ste. Agathe.

“Young and old, strangers
and friends came together,” says
Stefaniuk. “It was not one event but

“Itwasnot one event but the whole
experience that left alastingimpression
of the truemeaning of community and the
endurance of the human spirit.”

Robert Stefaniuk
Mayor of RM of Ritchot, 1997

the whole experience that left a last-
ingimpression of the true meaning of
community and the endurance of the
human spirit.”

According to Stefaniuk, the
evacuation took a particularly heavy
toll on the patients and staff of the St.
Adolphe nursing home, the stress of
the sudden move compounded by
both physical and cognitive barriers.
Thankfully, the staffwas able to move
alongside the residents, easing their

Jeannot Robert, a long-time resi-
dent of Ste. Agathe, took the lead in
organizing hundreds of volunteers,
assigning tasks and instructing
people on how to build sandbag
dikes. Both he and fellow resident
Shaun Crew say they will never forget
theincredible undertaking.

Despite its higher elevation and
lower risk of flooding, Ste. Agathe
was also evacuated save for afewwho
stayed to operate pumps, repair dike
breaches, and watch and wait.

Thursday, April 24

Until the 1979 flood, Grande Pointe
didn’t have rules regulating home
elevation. Afterward, the govern-
ment enacted legislation to ensure
that all future homes in the area had
foundations over 771 feet above sea
level. Many new homebuilders went
to significant expense to meet this re-
quirement, spending approximately
$1,000 per foot.

Back in the early days of April,
immediately following the snow-
storm, Stefaniuk had anticipated high
water levels, so Ritchot’s council put
in an order for 100,000 sandbags ata
cost of $165,000. The supplier indi-
cated that ifthe municipalityneeded
more, the supplywould be endless.

But it wasn't. After the flooding of
Grand Forks, people throughout the

Red River Valley began
stockpiling sandbags,
and the suppliers all

ran dry by April 21.

On Tuesday,
April 22, nothing
was amiss in Grande
Pointe. Flash for-
ward two days later, and
residents were scrambling to
deal with an unexpected deluge of
water that seemed to come from all
directions at once. On Wednesday,
the water swelled substantially, ris-
ing five feet within just a few hours.
For days prior, residents who feared
the worst had been lining up outside
the municipal office in St. Adolphe
torequest additional sandbags. The
municipality didn’thave anyleft, and
all they could do was add people’s
names to an ever-growing list. Some
even wondered if Grande Pointe

difficult transition, at would be evacuated,
leastin part. asithadn’tbeen part
Stefaniuk and his ofthe earlier evacua-
family were evacu- tion order. No one at
ated like everyone . the municipal office
else as the flood- In Manitoba, 27400 seemed to know.
waters approached. people were evacuated Sand did eventu-
They were billeted fromtheir homes. ally arrive on Friday,
atthe Crowne Plaza. butthe onlywayto get

The situation

in Ste. Agathe was much the same,
althoughitdidn’thave a full ring dike
like St. Adolphe did. Because of the
community’s relatively high altitude,
it hadn’'t been deemed necessary
to build a dike that surrounded the
entire town. Instead, Ste. Agathe’s
defencesrelied on asingle dike along
the banks of the Red thatran parallel
to the town’s main street.

it to the affected prop-
erties was by boat, and most boats
could only handle 15 or fewer bags at
atime. The process was too slow to
help many homeowners.

The evacuation order was further
extended, and the RCMP wenthome
tohome throughout the day on Friday
forcing people to leave.

(continued on page 22)



p'd| | CITIZEN SPECIAL FEATURE

'LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES 7,1 Al gjw@lwe ca



CITIZEN SPECIAL FEATURE [PA |

' Topsoil Rod Chis o BIack Wood Chlps Bown Wood Chips

)DUCTS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

, l
B
'lll e ]

| \‘L
QUL

Garett & Whitney Wieler
PO.Box 1154 | Niverville, MB ROA 1EO



y 'l CITIZEN SPECIAL FEATURE nod o¢ Centur
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THE BRUNKILD GAP
AND THE Z-DIKE
Ron Richardson, a Highways De-
partment hydrology engineer, spent
some time looking at maps on Mon-
day, April 21, in an effort to under-
stand where the floodwaters would
spread. As he studied the topography
southwest of Winnipeg, he grew in-
creasingly concerned. The last tribu-
tary entering the Red River south of
Winnipeg was the La Salle River, and
it entered the river behind the flood-
way gates, meaning that its waters
wouldn’tgetdiverted in-

to the floodway. This
was part of the de-
sign, however, and
no one thought it

Winnipeg had a critical break in
its defences.

If the city was to be saved, the
series of dikes servingto divert water
into the floodway channel would
have to be extended. Within twenty-
four hours, a group of surveyors com-
pleted a new elevation map which
ordinarily should have taken at least
two weeks. They identified the ideal
route for the proposed dike extension:
a 24-kilometre zigzag route heading
west of the intersection of Highways
305 and 330. This became known
as the Z-Dike, and the government
rapidly approved its construction.

The only prob-
lem? They likely
onlyhad 72 hours to
complete it.

Equipment was

would be a prob- Morethan400pleces procured from
lem—so long as the ofeq u Ipments. QPEd a everywhere it could
Red didn’t rise so tﬁgtg 9l g’lgolgsfgt}lz%?a be found. Other
hlgh upstream that week. 2 5 km of dike was dlfﬁcult'les involved
its waters spilled in- built, and another 15 km securing (and
to the La Salle Riv- reinforced, at a cost of transporting) the
er basin and essen- about $10 million. necessary material

tially did an end-run
around Winnipeg’s
protections.

The cause of Richardson’s con-
cern? By his calculations, the Red
River was primed to do exactly that.

“SoTjust called [Frank Barlishen,
of Water Resources] and, basically,
offthe cuff, asked: ‘By the way, Frank,
what keeps the water from breaking
around to the north
of Brunkild [at a
point of low eleva-
tion] and dropping
into the La Salle
basin?”2

Barlishen had
been under the
impression that high ground
between the rising Red and the La
Salle basinwould preclude this possi-
bility. Indeed, a host of experts began
to study the matter. Alarmingly, the
threatwas real. Not only that, but staff
from Water Resources observed the
next day that river water was already
flowing backwards from the Red
towards that very low point of eleva-
tion: the Brunkild Gap.

for the dike, and the

strugglesinherentwith

digging up frozen ground. And with

government, private enterprise, and

the army all working in close quar-

ters, they would have to find a way to
effectively coordinate their efforts.

“Ireally think that agood number

of people felt we will give it the Boy

Scouttry, butitisanimpossible task,’

“Since it wasthelargest flood seenby
anyliving soul, we needed to maximize
and utilize everything and everyone.”

Robert Stefaniuk
Mayor of RM of Ritchot, 1997

said Walter Saltzberg, the Highways
Department’s director of bridges
and structures. “We were going to try
itand we were going to put our best
foot forward and do our best. But...”3

By Friday, April 25, hundreds of
pieces of equipment were frantically
at work. In order to allow the oper-
ators to work through the nights,
Griffin helicopters were pressed into

service, hovering above the worksites
with two-million-candlepower flares.

Without a doubt, if the Z-Dike
wasn'tcompletedintime, if Winnipeg
wasn't saved, it would end up being
among the most profound natural
disasters in North American history.

Sunday, April 27

With the flood fore-
cast swelling beyond
all early projections,
another community
thathad thoughtitself
safe received a harsh

awakening.

“[On] a Sunday afternoon in
late April, Mayor Braun of Niverville
relates, “I received a call from [town
administrator] Jim Buys indicating
that we had been directed by Mani-
toba Water and Conservation Stew-
ardship to build a dike on the north
and west side of Niverville. The mes-
sage we received was that this flood
would match the one of 1950 and
we could expect water at the railway

8 CLARENCE BRAUN

tracks on the west side of town within
three days”

The news circulated quickly, and
Braun recalls that it was met with
suspicion and cynicism in the town’s
coffee shops. The ridiculousness of
aflood of that magnitude repeating
itself was more than some were will-
ingtobargain on. The notion ofa dike
being built around a community six
kilometres from the river was met
with mockery.

Anemergency meeting was called
on the same night and questions

© WADE KEHLER

ABOVE: Niverville, six kilometres from the
river, surrounded by floodwaters.

LEFT: Niverville mayor Clarence Braun
takes questions from the media.

began to arise. Who would pay for
the half-million-dollar temporary
dike? How would they find construc-
tion crews with large equipment on
such short notice when most were
already busy working at the Z-Dike?
Would the town need permission
from landowners whose land the
dike would run along? Much of this
land belonged to Ritchot, the neigh-
bouring municipality. Land which
Niverville had no jurisdiction over.

Fortunately, the urgency of the
situation meant that municipalities
were working together better than
ever.

“The challenge was to get the
many different levels of government
and organizations to work together
in a fashion that maximized all our
resources,” says Ritchot mayor Rob-
ert Stefaniuk. “Since it was the largest
flood seen by any living soul, we
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needed to maximize and util-
ize everything and everyone.”

Understanding the enor-
mity of the situation, Ritchot
gave its approval for Niv-
erville’s dike to cross their
boundaries, and Chris Wiebe
of Wiebe Investments came to
the rescue with large equip-
ment of his own, as well as
some that was secured from a
friend in Dugald.

“Within four hours [of
that Sunday meeting], the
earth-moving equipment was
onthefields,” Braunsays. “The
construction that began that
night would go 24/7, through
the night, to ensure that the
flood protection was in place
by Wednesday morning. The
problem for the construction
crews lay in that the large
accumulation of snow first
had to be moved out. Then
they had to rake off the frozen
topsoil and get it out of the
way in order to get at the clay
whichwasneeded to build the
dike. The construction to build
higher went on while the water
was rising on the west and
northside.”

At the same time that Niv-
erville was hastily erecting
its temporary dike, the flood
was cresting in Emerson
and beginning its inexorable
march into Manitoba. Officials
therewere relieved to discover
that the water was two and a
half feet lower than expected.
But it was still higher than any
other flood in living memory.

The good news: Emerson’s
dikes, built four and a half
feet higher than the crest,
held strong. The bad news:
60-kilometre-per-hour winds
were whipping water against
many out-of-town property
dikes. Although high enough,
many of them failed under the
onslaught. Losses throughout
the valley were proving to be
staggeringly high.

Finally, the EMO chose to
overrule the municipalities’
objections to extending the
evacuation order to those
living on rural farms. A prov-
incial emergency declaration
gave them the power to do this
despite the fact that the muni-
cipal mayors and councils
refused to sign the order.

Although the RCMP offi-
cially made no arrests, they
began showingup atresidents’
doors with soldiers and hand-
cuffs. They didn’t give these
homeowners a choice but to
come with them.

Gene Whitney, who served
as councillor for the Ste.
Agatheward of Ritchot untilhe
retired from civic government
in 2002, says that there was

tension between the municip-
ality and the military when it
came to the evacuation order.

Whitney says that he
attended a meeting at which
the military decided to go from
house to house in pairs, one
representative from the RCMP
and one representative from
the military, and tell people to
getout.

controversial that the EMO
eventually gave up and
stopped enforcing the order.
But not until a lot of people
were taken away and pre-
vented from trying to save their
properties.

In hindsight, Whitney adds
that the military took their
experience during the flood
and made the most of it the

: il
Water swirls over High

“I told [the officer at the
meeting], ‘You don’t need
to bother the people in my
ward that I'm responsible for,
because I already talked to
these people,” says Whitney.
“Anyway, the next morning
I get a call from Alex Fast,
and [the military] has been
around to tell him to get the
hell out, and his brother, and

125,000

Intheevent of a Z-Dike
failure, officials estimated
over 125,000 residents of
Winnipeg would need to
beevacuated.

Jakey Dyck... So I got a hold
of the [officer] and I said,
‘Those three people that you
harassed, they all fish, they
all know how to boat, they're
farmers, they'reinnovative, the
whole bit! They knew how to
look after themselves”
According to Whitney,
he had to intervene to help
residents get through the
militray checkpoint near Niv-
erville so they could return to
their properties. “lhad to go to
the checkpoint, because [the
military] was holding themup.
I had to tell the sergeant, ‘Just
leave them alone. They're not
going to be a problem.”
The situation proved so

way 75 south of Winnipeg.

© JEN SCHELLENBERG

following year, when they
responded to the ice storm
disaster in eastern Ontario in
Quebec. “They did a bang-up
job there,” Whitney says,
“because they found out, as I
and many others told them,
‘Listen to the local people.
Theyknow thelay of theland.”

But in Manitoba, the situa-
tion was about to deteriorate
further: a spring storm was
forecast to hit the region late
on Monday.

Monday, April 28
Fortune shone on the Z-Dike
builders, buying them four
additional days. As the flood
expanded west, the network
of roads and natural rises be-
tween the river and the dike
slowed the encroaching wat-
ers long enough for the oper-
ators to complete their work.
The howling north winds also
played a role in holding back
the water. Upon completion,
an oil boom was dropped in
front of the dike to assist in
breaking up the wave action.
But the Z-Dike brought
with it some unintended
consequences. Although it
would protect Winnipeg, it
didn’t work in Ste. Agathe’s
favour. Rushing waters from
the south crashed up against
the Z-Dike Monday night and
diverted eastward. Ste. Agathe
lay helplessly in its path.

(continued on page 24)
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“Iremember standing on
[Highway 75] atapproximately
8:00 p.m. and looking south-
west,” says Jeannot Robert. “I
noticed the elevation on the
waters coming towards Ste.
Agathe across the fields. Itwas
then thatIfeltasense ofhope-
lessness for all our efforts and
hard work. At midnight, work-
ersinformed me that the water
was coming over the tracks
and quickly over Highway 75,
across ourvillage. [Iremember
asking a fellow worker, just
before we inundated, to make
sure the large diesel pump on
the south side of town was
full of diesel. He came back
and said, ‘Mr. Robert, I can’t
find the pump. It was under
two feet of water. Everybody
laughed and we knewwe were
done”

The water had rushed in
over the unprotected west side
oftown, rapidlyfilling the com-
munity and most of its homes
andbusinesses.
Moving quickly,
crews opened
up the dike on
the east side
to allow the
trapped water
to gain access to the
RedRiver.

“There was a feeling of
despair as a few dozen of us
watched,” says Robert. “All we
could do was to pick up the
equipment quicklyand storeit.
Weleft town via [Highway] 305
eastward as water was coming
over. I remember thinking,
‘How high is this going to get?’
We had formed a caravan and
made it to Highway 59, push-
ing water at places.”

According to Robert, some
areas of Ste. Agathe saw up to
five feet of water. The hotel and
many homeswere badly dam-
aged. Portions of the school
laterneeded tobe demolished
and rebuilt. The waves were
two to three feet high, with
whitecaps. 500 homes were
destroyed.

“I'was standing on the dike
in front of my house on Main
Street,” says Gene Whitney,
Ritchot councillor. “You have
to have a perverse sense of
humour, I think. The guy who
owned the hotel, he tried to
leave and get to Highway 75,
but the water was coming over
it. It was between three and
four feet high there. This guy
went up to the intersection of
Cheyenne Street, right beside
the hotel, and he knew he
couldn’t go any farther. He
was running down the street
carrying two suitcases and

Main Street Ste. Agathe after the village was inundated.

the water was about four feet
behind him.Istood on the dike
and watched the water come
up against it and start to run
into my basement”
Butatleast the Z-Dike held.
At the Crowne Plaza,
Stefaniuk received a call at
6:30 a.m. from Harold Clayton
at the EMO, informing him

“Itwasn'tjust houses we were fighting
for, it was peoples’ homes. Thoseare
two completely different things.”

Robert Stefaniuk
Mayor of RM of Ritchot, 1997

about what had happened in
Ste. Agathe.

“I'was shocked,” Stefaniuk
later told a Free Press reporter.
“I couldn’t believe it. It was a
verybad day."*

But Stefaniuk is quick to
pointoutthatthe province was
both helpful and supportive
during this time. In his mind,
the province made the sens-
ible decision in building the
Z-Dike to protect Winnipeg,
the economic centre of the
province.

8,500 Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Coast Guard
personnel were def)loyed
for 36 days, inthelargest
Canadian military
operation sincethe
Korean War.

“My greatest challenge
during that time was keeping
on top of the questions and
concerns of the residents,”
says Stefaniuk. “I made sure
we answered every call and
attended every meeting. The
challenge lay not so much in
the volume [of calls], butin the
emotional aspect. It was an
emotional time for everyone,

8 RM OF RITCHOT

including myself. My heart
broke for them. It wasn’t just
houses we were fighting for,
itwas peoples’ homes. Those
are two completely different
things”

Shaun Crew was one of
those people fighting for
his home. With a property
situated on the riverbank
outside Ste.
Agathe’s dike,
he had organ-
ized a crew to
sandbag along-
side him. He
describes the

emotions of shock
and disbelief upon discov-
ering that his hometown was
inundated by water.

“I'had no idea whether or
not my own home ring dike
would have held and whether
or not pumps I had set up to
handle the worst would even
be running,” says Crew, who
had been evacuated just
before the flood arrived. “I
was able to enter Ste. Agathe
the following morning by
launching a boat off of the
Z-Dike... across the fields and
Highway 75 to my front door.
My own dike had held and
I suffered no damage to my
home. Property damage was
awhole other matter”

Tuesday, April 29

As the weather worsened,
the flood arrived in Niverville
a little bit earlier than pro-
jected. A taskforce was im-
mediately put into place. Niv-
erville school teacher Harry
McKnight was instrumental
in his role as emergency co-
ordinator. The town’s firefight-
ersassumed around-the-clock
responsibility for patrolling
the dike for breaches.

“There were some close
calls on the northwest cor-
ner of town as the water was
about five feet high on the
dike at places,” recalls Braun.
“When the north wind blew,
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Despite everyone's best efforts, the worst happened. On April 28, the Red Sea overwhelmed Ste. Agathe's defences.

the hastily built dike faced incredible
pressure, butitheld”

The Word of Life Church and
Niverville Collegiate Institute
quickly became home base for the
military. Positioned on the edge of
the flood, Niverville was a perfect
staging ground for their continued
operations in the region. They set
up equipment in parkinglots, cots in
the gymnasium, and amesshallinthe
church.

“I seem to recall the buzz that
went through certain segments of
the community when the military
arrived,” says Braun. “Friendships
were formed amongst some com-
munity members and the soldiers.
I recall greeting the commanding
officer ofthe Canadian military on the
land now occupied by the Vista Cove
condos. His helicopter landing drew
ahuge crowd. I recall the opportun-
ity provided to municipal leaders to

take anairplane tour of the Red River
Valley. Itwas unbelievable to seeitall
from the air”

“Looking back now, it all seems a
bit surreal,” Stefaniuk adds. “Ivividly
recall flying over the area. Once we
passed the floodway, we came upon
what was to become known as the
Red Sea. We could not see the water’s
edge. What was [once a] sprawling
prairie was gone. It was a staggering
amount of water and to see it from
that perspective was shocking. The
strength and power of Mother Nature
was truly awe-inspiring and was only
[mitigated], I found, by the strength
and power of the human spirit.”

Fortunately, all the other towns’
ring dikes held. Hundreds of build-
ings throughout the valley, how-
ever—mostly farmhouses but also
a church, a school, and a seniors
home—weren’t so lucky.

Braun applauds the enormous

support that poured in from the
entire community, including a group
oflocalwomen who prepared food in
the Son City building day in and day
out, feeding the soldiers

and local volunteers.
Those who had ear-
lier been sceptical
about the possibility
of such a massive
event now looked

Attheflood crest, the Elow
inthe Red River reached

& RM OF RITCHOT

Friday, May 2
The crisisin Grande Pointe roared in-
to town swiftly.

When the crest finally arrived in
Winnipeg, the river
within the city was at
its maximum allow-
able level, 24.5 feet
above the riverbed
atthe James Avenue
pumping station. If

on as their com- 138,000 ft3 ﬁer second, the city let any more
munity ralliedhard ~ enoughtofillthePanAm  water through the
against the odds. Poolonceevery second. floodway gates, the

Just as persistent network of dikes

wind and waves
tested the Z-Dike,
the floodwaters
began to recede in
Emerson.

The end may have been in sight,
but for some residents of the south-
east the worst was still to come.

Approximately half of the

ﬂgw was diverted around

thecity by the Red River
Floodway.

throughout the
city would almost
certainly undergo
systemic failure.
At the same time, the
floodwaywas already at its maximum
designed capacity, 60,000 cubic feet
per second.
Faced with no other option, the

floodway gates rose even further,
pushing the floodway to an untested
64,000 cubic feet per second. Aslong
as the floodway didn't fail, this move
would save the city.

But there was a cost. Just as Ste.
Agathe had arguablyborne the brunt
of redirected water from the Z-Dike,
raising the floodway gates beyond
capacity would force a torrent of
water to flow backwards—south,
straightinto the 150 homesin Grande
Pointe, many of which were barely
hangingon after the sudden overland
flooding that had occurred on April
23.However, the Department of Nat-
ural Resources calculated that the
water level in Grande Pointe would
goup ameresixinches. And thatwas
that.

This was only the latestin a series
of failed flood predictions. Instead
of rising six inches, the floodwaters
surged up several feet. This wasn’t
the straw that broke the camel’s back
so much as the two-by-four.

“Idon’t think the officials exactly
knewwhatwas goingon,” said Grande
Pointe resident Elmer Hywarren to
the Free Press. “They’ve bungled it
here as they did in Ste. Agathe. They
had their computer models and
obviously their computer models
were notright.’s

Another resident, Claude
Lemoine, agreed. He was quoted in
the same article, saying, “We're pay-
ing the price of protecting the city.
They've given up on us. They're using
us as their catch basin.”¢

Tim Siferd, having evacuated
with his family a week and a half ear-
lier from St. Adolphe, had spent the
intervening time with his colleagues
at Fisheries and Oceans Canada. On
avariety of watercraft, theyhad been
keptbusy bringing aid to areas south
of Winnipeg.

“We did a lot of sandbagging
before the flood hit. After the flood,
we were going around with a bunch
ofboats because we worked for Fish-
eries and Oceans,” says Siferd. “We
used them to do alot of sandbagging
and try and save the people in Grande
Pointe. When Grande Pointe was
going down, we were transporting
army personnel back and forth... To
meitwasalotoffunbecauseitgotme
out of the office”

(continued on page 26)
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@ crTizEN POLL

THISMONTH'S QUESTION:

Doyou think it's fair for the
ﬁovernmenttogrotecthmfpegfrom
ood eventsat the expense of rural

residentssouth of the city?

D YES - Winnipeg, as the provincial capital and centre of
Manitoba's economy, must come first.

O NO - Protection measures such as the floodway and the
Z-Dike place an unfair burden on rural residents.

Enter
oWin

Take part in our monthly poll for your chance
towina$10gift card from Niverville Shell

Congratulations tolast month's winner:
CHRISTIANELECLERC

(D VOTENOW AT www.nivervillecitizen.com

LASTMONTH'SRESULTS:

Do you expect Niverville and Ritchot
to continue to grow at the current pace,
oragreater pace, inthe future?

YES NO OTHER
68% 18%  14%
YOURCOMMENTS:

| think some towns like Niverville will continue to grow but
unless Ritchot does something about the highways in IDC
to change the land lock issues | don't see much happening
there. - Melanie Deakin

If our services and business start to keep up with residen-
tial growth, than | suspect we will continue to grow at the
same pace. However, if not, | believe our growth will begin
to stagnate.

With 49 houses currently for sale, building is bound to slow
down.

It will be hard for these areas to grow if taxes keep going
up and no daycare spaces for before and after school kids.

This region has a lot to offer, and | predict we could experi-
ence accelerated growth in the next 4 years IF we attract
more business to the area.

Main Street in Niverville needs a facelift. Currently it's un-
attractive and would not draw anyone to it as a place to vis-
itnow or in the future. The only attraction to Niverville today
is Tim Hortons! Need to make it a town that people want to
visit again and again. The post office is terrible! It was sup-
posed to be renovated last year but that was cancelled
much to the disappointment of Niverville residents! Come
on, town, get with it!

Flexible'
payments

(continued from page 25)

Typically, the crew would
go out in two boats, with two
people per boat. There was a
constant threat of submerged
signs, trees, vehicles, and deb-
ris which could cause damage
toboats or endanger theirlives.
Siferd recalls flagging the tops
of submerged road signs for
other boaters.

Throughout the day, one
family after another lost their
battle with rising water, even
incaseswhere the foundations
had been built up to the gov-
ernment’s own specifications.

And the situation only got
worse, with the floodway gates
being raised again on Satur-
day, and yet again on Sunday.
Atthe height of the disaster, the
floodwaywas accommodating
65,100 cubic feet of water per
second. (For sake of compari-
son, remember that the Red
River’s typical discharge is only
8,334 cubic feet per second.)

Of Grande Pointe’s 150
homes, amere 25 survived.

The flood forecasters
seemed to be at a loss to
explain it. Larry Whitney,
speaking on behalfofthe EMO,
insisted again that raising the
floodway gates beyond cap-
acity could only have brought
thewaterlevel up by sixinches
in Grande Pointe. He blamed
the extra water on “unpredict-
able flow patterns

So, was it true that Grande
Pointe had been knowingly
surrendered to the waters? In
agame of chess, was Winnipeg
the queen and Grande Pointe
an expendable pawn?

An employee from Water
Resources later suggested
that the sudden rise in water
in Grande Pointe might be
blamed on the CP Rail track
near Niverville becoming
submerged, which had never
happenedbefore. The implica-
tion was that water had gotten
up onto the railbed, and then
channelled northinto Grande
Pointe alongthe raised stretch
oftrack.

This explanation went over
about as well as you might
expect.

RECEDING WATERS
The battle over compensa-

Your

morigage
of choice.

Looking east toward Niverville from the submerged Highway 311.

tion dragged on for months
after the flood receded. Life
may have returned to normal
in Winnipeg, but not in com-
munities like Ste. Agathe and
Grande Pointe, and not for the
hundreds of people who lived
infarms peppered throughout

was compounded by another
statement Filmon made
on July 27: “In some cases,
people chose to live outside
the city for lifestyle to avoid
higher taxes and they pay no
premiums and now they are
having a lot of money paid to

“Thepeopleof Ste. Agatheare
unbelievable. You didn't have toask
for help; they were there, side b}( side,
working foracommongoal.”

Jeannot Robert
Resident of Ste. Agathe, 1997

the countryside. These Mani-
tobans struggled to move on,
especially when it was re-
vealed that the maximum
flood compensa-

them bythe taxpayer atlarge.””
Some residents in the
southeast are still bitter about
that, even though the gov-
ernment did

tion would be eventually
$80,000, far raise the com-
short of the pensation
expenses levels.
most home- Atits peak, the flood “The
owners were covered an area of problem with
facing. 1950 km2andwas40km  theflood that
Matters  yyideqtthewidestspot. ~ Yearwas that
onlygotmore we never got a
acrimonious [final] forecast,”

when Premier Gary Filmon
publicly stated that people
who chose to live on a flood
plain had to be prepared to
accept some of the risk. This

says Siferd. “It kept going
up and up. And then... Gary
Filmon absconded with all of
the heavy equipment to build
the Z-Dike to protect the city.

& ANDY BARRIAULT

And then he goes on TV and
says that people have to take
responsibility for where they
live. I've never forgiven him
for that to this day””

Furthermore, the compen-
sation trickled out at a glacial
pace, the frantic rapidity of
government decisions at the
height of the flood giving way
to more typical bureaucracy.
Residents felt helpless, con-
fused, and frustrated. Some
legitimately wondered if help
would come in time for them
to get settled for the coming
winter.

In the years to follow,
homes were rebuilt and
communities adjusted to a
new reality. Sandbags were
removed, debris hauled
out, destroyed structures
demolished.

The municipalities
have undergone extensive
flood-proofing to protect
against future floods of that
scale. The City of Winnipeg
spent a not-insignificant for-
tune to expand the floodway.
Ste. Agathe received a perma-
nent ring dike within a couple
of years, two feet above the
1997 flood level. Niverville,
too, erected a permanent
dike. The Z-Dike has been
upgraded and extended into

A Caisse mortgage has more than just a low

rate, it’s also full of flexible payment options.

This means you can:

e double a payment
e skip a payment
e pay it down up to 20% annually

It's an easy decision. Visit Caisse today.

Caisse

Groupe Financier
Financial Group
www.caisse.biz
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animpenetrable earthen wall.
Meanwhile, a study is under-
way to examine the prospects
ofraising all dikes in the valley
to a200-year-level event.

Gene Whitney, who was
the Public Works Chairman
for Ritchot, says that when the
province redirected Highway
75 around Grande Pointe,
they raised the northbound
lanes considerably to actas a
natural dike. And on the other
side of the community, they
closed some roads in order to
accommodate bigger, better
ditches to handle overflow.

Both Jeannot Robert and
Shaun Crew of Ste. Agathe
agree that their community is
one of outstanding resilience
and goodwill.

“The people of Ste. Agathe
are unbelievable,” says Rob-
ert, noting that he believes
the community is now well
protected. “You didn’t have to
ask for help; they were there,

Lookmg north along Highway 200 near the Rat River.

side by side, [working] for a
common goal. When the wat-
ers left, they were there again
for the cleanup and re-entry.
It seems that they all got on
a high and did not quit after
the flood but continued to
improve [and] rebuild.”

Two decades later, Ste.
Agathe has grown consider-
ably. Before theflood, the com-
munity had about 100 homes.
Now there are 260 homes, a
commercial park, and new
amenities and businesses.
Niverville’s population has tri-
pled. St. Adolphe has doubled
in size, and Grande Pointe is
also bursting at the seams.

The memories of 1997 will
never fade, and with every new
spring, residents along the Red
River must live with the appre-
hension of what may come.
Flood forecasts have improved
markedly. The topography of
the valley is more thoroughly
mapped, computers are able

& ANDY BARRIAULT

to predict water flow with far
greater precision, and the
infrastructure of our commun-
ities is stronger than ever.

But ultimately it’s not the
strength of our dikes that
defines us; it’s the strength of
our people.

REFERENCES

M 1. CBC, “10 Years Later, Bli-
zzard Memories Still Vivid.” April
5,2007 (http://www.cbc.ca/ne-
ws/canada/manitoba/10-years-
later-blizzard-memories-still-vi-
vid-1.662575)

M 2. Nicholas Hirst, Buzz Currie,
and Paul Pihichyn, eds.,, A Red Sea
Rising: The Flood of the Century
(Winnipeg, MB: Winnipeg Free Pre-
ss, 1997), 56.

M 3.lbid, 58.

W 4.lbid, 124.

M 5. Ibid, 157.

M 6. Ibid.

| 7. Ibid, 169.

CITIZEN SPECIAL FEATURE [P {

8 RUDOLFKLASSEN

St. Adolphe Park, just outside the riverside community's ring dike, was quickly submerged.
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Understanding Our Watersheds

By Nina Munteanu

Nina Munteanu is an ecologist and
the author of “Water Is...] a scientif-
ic and personal exploration of water.

Humanity’s connection to water has
quilted our world with unique stories
of developing and flourishing civiliz-
ations. The oldest civilizations sprang
from the fertile floodplains of some of
the world'’s greatest rivers: the Tigris
and Euphrates, the Indus, the Yang-
tze and Yellow, the Ganges, and the
Nile. From the nomadic tribes of our
ancient peoples to our modern global
network, rivers and their watersheds
reflect our evolving relationship with
nature.

Ariver’s storyisastoryofits people.
That relationship has been by turns
cooperative, utilitarian, abusive, and
disastrous. “Our struggle to control
[water| has been behind the rise and
fall of some of the greatest civilizations
on Earth,” says geologist Iain Stewart.
Some societies have successfully
and sustainably adapted to water’s
rhythms; others, like the ancient
Khmer Empire of Angkor, “con-
quered” water’s rhythms to suit their
needs—then collapsed from thatvery
success.

Massive water diversions and
the over-exploitation of surface and
groundwater have been the hallmark
of explosive populations throughout
the world for millennia. Angkor flour-
ished for six centuries through the
ingenious water collection system of
the Khmer, butitresulted in deforest-
ation and desertification—and the
eventual collapse of an empire. The
morerecent desertification of the Aral
Sea basin—reducing what was once
the fourth largest lake in the world
into a mud puddle through massive
diversion and aggressive extraction
for commodity exports—represents
one of the world’s greatest ecological

Ecologist and author Nina Munteanu.

disasters, one precipitated entirely
by humanity’s actions, which have in
turn greatly affected thelocal climate
and water cycle.

We influence the water cycle as a
society and as individuals, from creat-
inglarge-scale diversions to choosing
to drink bottled water instead of tap
water. At the root of humanity’s dis-
ruption of the water cycle is our poor
understanding of how we influence
them. A watershed is an area of land
that catches precipitation, and drains
intoawaterbody or groundwater. Also
called a drainage basin, it is usually
bounded by aridge of land that sep-
arates ground and surface waters
flowing to different systems.

We impact the water cycle within
our watershed through two principal
means: water removal and diversion
from one watershed to elsewhere
(piping water for agriculture, hydrat-
ing a city in drought, exporting the

8 NINA MUNTEANU

water by the bottle and through
commodities in the form of fruits and
vegetables) and disruption ofawater-
shed and its capacity to safely and
effectively retain water by changing
or removing vegetation, draining
wetlands, and creating impermeable
surfaces through development.
Manitoba’s Red River flows north
over avast fertile floodplaininto Lake
Winnipeg. Some 9,000 years ago, this
flatbasin formed the bottom ofahuge
glacial sea and its sediments are now
productive agricultural land for farm-
ing communities. Prior to the arrival
of agriculture in the 1800s, the cover
of native grasses, swamps, wetlands,
and woodlands helped maintain a
water balance through infiltration,
reduced soil evaporation, increased
soil moisture status, and trapped
snow. Nineteenth-century agriculture
left the land bare during the spring
runoff period. Wetlands have been

.

~

w
y v’x“ '

2

" 2977 PTH 75, STE AGATHE, MB

E'2C Repalir Shop

Mechanic: Ernie Lemoine 43 years experience

-> * QUALITY SERVICE & REPAIR AT REASONABLE PRICES

‘A , Service to all vehicle makes - American, Asian, European
Call for a free estimate - Satisfaction guaranteed

Authorized Vehicle Safety Inspection Station
 Safeties and Repairs on all makes and models - semis,
lers, tractors, farm trucks, pickup trucks and automobiles.

204-882-2472

erniesrepairshop@gmail.com

TRUCKING

& LEASING LTD.

reduced by close to 50 percent in the
last two centuries, according to sev-
eral hydrological studies.! 23

These shifts are significant, given
therole thatwetlands play in improv-
ing water quality and balancing run-
off and discharge. Surface drainage
for agriculture uses have notably
increased annual runoff, storm run-
off volume, and peak discharges.?
4 Straightening main channels has
alsoincreased peak discharges. While
current agricultural practices, such as
summer fallow and minimum tillage,
have reduced the increased runoff of
nineteenth- and twentieth-century
farming practices, the landscape
remains transformed.

Urbanization also changes the
local hydrological cycle, mostly
through decreasing natural vegeta-
tion cover and increasingimpervious
surfaces. The effect is catastrophically
compounded as infiltration of water
into the ground decreases, because
it can’t get there or it rushes too fast
across hardpan (the aquifer doesn’t
recharge), and because there’s less
vegetation to softly absorb rainwa-
ter, which results in water returning to
the atmosphere more quickly. Urban
runoff is a major source of flooding
and water pollution in communities
worldwide; it is also recognized by
governments as the leading source of
water quality problems in cities.

Trees form a natural buffer on any
landscape. Functional forests effect-
ively allow a downpour to reach the
ground gently rather than in a tor-
rent. Because trees help regulate the
natural cycling of water to and from
the earth, the removal of trees and
vegetation exacerbates the intensity
of rain events. These will overwhelm
the capacity of a city’s drainage system
and cause flash floods, storm surges,
and overbank flooding. Impervious
surfaces (likerooftops, streets, parking
lots, and driveways) promote floods

and lower the water table. Water
rushes like a banshee on a rampage
as drought-flood cycles develop. Most
municipal storm sewer systems dis-
charge untreated storm water into
streams, rivers, and bays. The excess
water can also flowinto people’s prop-
erties through basementbackupsand
seepage through walls and floors.

Some municipalities are begin-
ning to recognize the wisdom of
using watersheds as natural pol-
itical boundaries. With the help of
multijurisdictional environmental
authorities, NGOs, and visionary
MLAs and municipal councilors, we
are starting to see political and social
infrastructures based on ecological
criteria.

As individuals, our influence
within our watershed can be as
subtle as choosing to drink our own
tap water over bottled water and as
significant as choosing to plant a tree
inour frontyard.
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Niverville ClubCrowns

New Curling Champlons

Champions
declared after
shortened season

By Chantel Todd

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

The Niverville Club’s season
got cut short by unseason-
ably warm weather, forcing
curlers to head out of town for
post-season play. Most of the
playoffs occurred in February
atthe Otterburne Curling Club.
The final was played on March
15in St. Adolphe.

The champions were
skipped by David Aitken,
and supported by third Brad
Wasilinchuk, second Marc
Loepkey, and lead John
Schmitke.

“This season was very
challenging at the Niver-
ville Curling Club,” explains
Wasilinchuk, who says that
limited ice time led to teams
being eliminated after a single
playoffloss. “Ifyouhad one bad
game, you were done.’

Wasilinchuk says that their
team would like to thank the
generous curling clubs in
Otterburne and St. Adolphe,
who opened their doors to
players from Niverville.

He adds that the club has a
lot of young curlers, and that
itwould be nice to see some
upgrades at the Niverville rink
in the future. “Niverville has a
very strong curling club, and
we have alot of fun and social-
izingatNCC!

FORMOREINFORMATION

B info@nivervillecurlingclub.com
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Dave Aitken, Brad Wasilinchuk, John Schmitke, and Marc Leoppky.
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EVENT GUIDE

NivervilleCommunity Garage Sale
Friday, May 5—Saturday, May 6

Register your address at
recreation@whereyoubelong.ca

Niverville Free-Give-Away-Day
Sunday, May 7
Put your free items at the end of your driveway.

Tuff-n-up Bootca.m.p
Monday/Wednesdays, April 4—May 10
6:30 p.m, $15 (drop—in), South End of Arena

Yoga: Flow & Yin

Mondays, March 6-April 24

Flow 7:00 p.m.; Yin, 8:16 p.m, $15 (drop—in)
Curling Rink Basement

Baby & Tot Gymnastics

Thursdays, June 22, South End of Arena

Tot Gymnastics

(18 months—-3years), 11:15 am, $12 (drop—in)
Kinder Gymnastics

(3-5years), 12:15 p.m, $12 (drop—in)

Ritchot Senior Services
Cardio Fit

Mondays, April 3-24,9:30 am.
Cardio Fit

Mondays, April 3-24, 11:00 am.
Yoga

Wednesdays, April 5-25, 1:00 p.m.
Muscle Fit

Thursdays, April 6-27,9:30 am.
Alzheimer Touch Quilt Project
Wednesdays, April 5-19, 10:00 a.m.
457 Main Street, St. Adolphe, 204-883-2880

SeniorsIndoor W
Tuesdays, 7:30-8:30 & Wednesdays, 6:45-7:45
St. Adolphe School Gym

Zumba
Mondays, 7:00-8:15 p.m, $75 (10 sessions)
TransCanada Centre, lle-des-Chénes

PickleBall

Tuesdays/Thursdays, 1:00 pm,
TransCanada Centre, lle-des- Chénes
Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 p.m,

St. Adolphe School Gym

Indoor Walking
Wednesdays, 9:00 am.
TransCanada Centre, lle-des-Chénes

ClubA.m.ical Lunches &Bingo
Thursdays, 11:30 am.
St. Adolphe, 204-883-2491

For MoreInformation:
B www.nivervillerecreation.com

Send your event listing to:

M ctodd@nivervillecitizen.com

Stronger together.
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me hamber corner

Do you commute to work?
We have someone interested in you!

University of Manitoba graduate student Ellen Enns has chosen
Niverville for the focus of her Masters thesis in City Planning. She
is interested in, among other things, why people choose to live in
one community, yet work in another.

She will be conducting both in-person and on-line surveys in
April. If you are interested in helping her with her research, please
contact the chamber at chamber@niverville.com. We will pass
on your contact information to Ellen. If you see herin one of the
businesses in Niverville, stop and complete her survey.

As an incentive, there will be a draw for a $500 Visa gift card.

Is your business cyber-secure? Probably not.

Aftend the chamber’s annual meeting, April 13 at 7:00 p.m.,
Heritage Centre.

Guest speaker Mathieu Manaigre with Avenir IT will talk about
3 steps to protect your organization from cyber-attacks, data
breach lawsuits, bank fraud, and compliance penalties.

82,000 NEW malware (virus) threats are released every single
DAY with the intention of robbing you blind, corrupting your
business and/or stealing your (and your clients’) data.”

— "

GRAIN DRYING AND STORAGE

FOR INFORMATION: info@artelinland.com
www.artelinland.com

WWW.T-REXDITCHERS.COM

Welcome to our new members

Bothwell Cheese, Mike Raftis, marketing office.
Niverville Shell, Miguel & Sylvie Forest

Rusty Acres, Eric Rempel — machining, welding, general repair
and fabrication.

SCOPE Leadership Development, Darrell Kehler — leadership
development consulting & coaching.

Shaw Cable, In-Home Team. Mike Schroeder — community
representative.

The Little Things Photos and Film, Kayla Hoskins — specializes in
documentary-style family photos and short films.

Tim Hortons, William Kent

Two-Nine Project Services, John Wiebe - project site supervision
and management, primarily in commercial and industrial
electrical.

The Niverville Chamber of Commerce encourages sustainable
economic development through advocacy for and support of local
business.

President: Mel Buhler
Executive director: Dawn Harris
Email: chamber@niverville.com
www.niverville.com

&% NIVERVILLE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

T-ReX 2 DITCHERS

1-204-503-1953
INFO@T-REXDITCHERS.COM
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Fitness instructor Mel Smook and Chantel Todd doing a plank.

fitvile

By Chantel Todd

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

As I sit and write this, my legs are
burningand myarms feellike they're
goingto fall off. Thisisn't necessarily
abad thing. It will only hurt for a day
or two... or so I tell myself.

Iwent to try a new class in Niv-
erville the other night called Spring
into Bootcamp. I wanted to gather
my bearings and arrive early, but
I didn’t manage to make it out the
door until 6:56 p.m., and the class
started at 7:00. Good thingI onlylive
five minutes away!

AsIstumbledin the doorwithmy
shoes and a water bottle in hand, I
mentally prepared myself to get my
buttkicked.Iquickly tied myrunners
up as Mel, our instructor, explained

the class to us, a group of ten.

We sstarted the warmup, alightjog
onthespot, slowsquats,and acouple
of other exercises that I've already
blocked from my memory.

I was already sweating, and this
was just the warmup.

We started with legs, doing six
minutes of squats and lunges. Hence
the burninglegs.

The first two minutesweren’tbad,
andIfiguredIcould do this. The two
minutes after that were okay too.
But those last two minutes? My legs
burned from my glutes to my calves.
Boy, did I have to push myself to
finish.

But I'm glad I pushed myself. It
makes me feel accomplished that1
was able to finish that workout, and
almost at the instructor’s own pace.

& CHANTEL TODD

Springinto
Something New

Well, I'was close to her pace. Maybe
Iwas off by a couple squats or five.

As we moved through the boot-
camp, ithonestlyfeltlike it got easier,
or maybe [ was going crazy. It could
have been a little of both. We did
cardio, and then arms, then lastly we
worked on our abs. I was so sweaty
bythe end thatI could have probably
rung out my T-shirt.

AsIsit here at home now, barely
able to move my legs, I'm ready for
agood night’s sleep and the full day
ahead of me.

Iencourageyouto get out of your
comfortzone and try something new
this spring!

Qmmﬁy‘h
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TED AT THE NIVERVILLE HERITAGE CENT!
IN NIVERVILLE, MANITOBA

There is really nothing like it!

AMENITIES:
e 4 storey residence with elevator

e Wide variety of suite sizes with balconies
e Underground parking

e Spacious storage locker

e Spacious common area

e Fitness centre

e Onsite medical clinic & dentist office

e Onsite full service restaurant
e Gardens and walkways

e Available support services

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Steven Neufeld

LIFE LEASE REPRESENTATIVE

Email: steve.neufeld@heritagecentre.ca
Phone: (204) 388-5000 EXT 201

www.heritagecentre.ca/life-lease

? » Kackenhoff i R e e
000 [ ‘ Dollhouse design can help you create a
Q % , >~/ NURSERIES & LANDSCAPING space that you love to live in!
EASY TO GROW BULBS
reflexology »OPLAR AND WILLOW
— [ 00D CUTTIN
OR SH R B S
GLORIA LAING - RCRT’ MARR START NOW FOR JUNE BLOOMS - www.dollhousedesign.ca
fertil:;- maternity - hormone balance -« anxizt.y « depression « migraine VEGETABLE, HERB & FLOWER SEEDS d | I h c'g) info@dollhousedesign.ca
www.gloriasreflexology.ca 204.371.4804 O o U S @ 204.782.8610
DX gloria@gloriasreflexology.ca @ glorias_reflexology ON HIGHWAY 75 ; ﬂ@ﬁ"‘ _;—O INSTAGRAM: dO”hOUSEdESi nw
Rl TR e 2 enwpe




32 | SPORTS & RECREATION THE CITIZEN | APRIL 2017
© INBRIEF

Back row: Kalam Paull, Trevor & BRYAN TROTTIER
Larade, Nick Bergmann, Brian Alex, Mike Loeppky,
Jens Debreuil, and Travis Mason. Front row: Tony
Foster, Dan Kosman, Brian Trottier, Jim Parkhurst,
and Ryan Brunel. Missing: Ray Dowse, Matt Exner,
Graeme Loeppky, and Jason Plett.

Chiefs Win Good
Time Hockey Title

Anotherseason has ended for thelocal Good
Time Hockey League, and the Chiefs have
carried the day. After losing the first game
in the best-of-three finals against the Dark
Knights, the Chiefs roared back to win both
the second and third matches to clinch the
title.

The Good Time Hockey League is an
eight-team recreational hockey league that
plays out of the Niverville Arena.

FRRAEE:

HOME MARKET

EVALUATION

Katie Knebel
204-392-3030

ROYAL LEPAGE

I
Riverbend Realty

International

Skating Club Ends Season ona High Note

By Chantel Todd

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

The Niverville Skating Club cele-

brated the end of its second sea-

son with the annual Achievement

Night at the Niverville Arena on

Friday, March 10. The theme was
“movin’ and groovin”.

The club boomed this year
with 65 CanSkaters, 13 CanPower
Skaters, 15 Adult CanSkaters, and
four Star Skaters who also started
learning synchro skating, a new
program in Niverville this year.

On Achievement Night, all the
skaters hit the ice to showcase
their newly learned skills in front of
family, friends, and the commun-
ity. Special guest skater Cynthia
Kote, from the La Broquerie Skat-
ing Club, performed a solo. The
16-year-old has already passed
her Junior Bronze dance, Senior
Bronze dance, and Senior Bronze
free skate. Other solo performances
included local skaters Miquaela
Olatundun (Star 3) and Elizabath

Zoe Bardal, Willa Dowse, Elizabeth Huddleston, and
Miqaela Olatundun of the Star Synchro Team.

Huddleston (Star 2).

The synchro skaters debuted
theirveryfirst performance, which
led to an invitation for them to per-
form atthe Morris Skating ClubIce
Show as guest skaters.

“We are so proud of them,” says
Niverville Skating Club board
member Leslie Bardal. “And a spe-
cial thanks to the Morris Skating

O ELISSA LEAH

Club for the use of the matching
yellow dresses.”

Bardal was impressed to see
just how far the skaters in the vari-
ous programs have improved over
the course of one year. “Many of
them could barely stay standing in
November. With anincreased level
of confidence, and the encourage-
ment ofagreat coach and program

assistants, they were able to dem-
onstrate speed, agility, control, and
balance”

Two awards were given out:
CanSkater of the Yearand CanSkate
Champion. Sara Desmarais was
named CanSkater of the Year for
her tremendous developmentand
loveforthe sport.Isabella Raftis was
recognized as the CanSkate Cham-
pion. This was Raftis’s first year in
CanSkate, and she completed the
first three stages this season.

“[Sara] always came dressed for
figure skatingand developed atrue
passion for the sport,” Bardal says.

All the board members would
like to thank Coach Meghan
Rafferty for her skill, patience, and
encouragement throughout the
season, alongwith all the volunteer
assistants and parents who helped
onand offtheice.

FORMOREINFORMATION

M nivervillesc@gmail.com
W www.facebook.com/nivervilleskatingclub

Back Row: Nathan Dyck (coach), Jenna Dykun, Ryanne Pauls,
Julia Beer, Megan Hiebert, Teagan Schmidt, and Graham Beer (coach).
Front Row: Sydney Enns, Raquel Garcia, Annika Wolfe, Raena Braun, and

Mattea Jones. Missing: Ashley Sawatsky.

3 GRAHAM BEER
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Junior Varsity
Panthers Win Bronze

By Evan Braun

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Niverville’s Junior Varsity Girls
team won bronze at this year’s
provincials tournament in Winni-
peg, and the Immanuel Christian
School.

“Niverville beat MacGregor
on Friday, and went on to lose to
Goose Lake on Saturday,” says
Coach Graham Beer. “Then the
Niverville girls played Immanuel
Christian in the third place game
on Sunday and won 69-25. Goose

Lake ended up winning first place”

Beer adds that three players
received player-of-the-game hon-
ours throughout the tournament:
Annika Wolfe, Rhyanne Pauls,
and Julia Beer. Julia Beer also was
selected as part of the provincial
all-star team.

“The girls were Zone 13
champions, where they went
undefeated,” Beer says. “Theywere
a great group of girls to work with
and worked very hard this season
to accomplish this result”
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Novice A Clippers Win Eastman Championship

By Evan Braun

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Niverville’s Novice A Clippers won
the Eastman Championship in the
deciding game on Monday, March
61in Steinbach.

The Steinbach Millers had won
the first game in the best-of-three
series, beating Niverville handilyon
homeice. Thefinal score was alop-
sided 7-1. However, the Clippers
battled back the following night at
the Niverville Arena, winning 4-2
to tie the series.

Inthe final on Mondaynight, the
Clippers turned in one of their best
performances despite the grueling
schedule, with three gamesin three
days. The Clippers defeated their
opponents 7-4. It was a satisfying
end to a season in which they lost
only two games in league play all
year, both to Steinbach.

The Eastman Novice A division,
comprised of seven- and eight-
year-old skaters, has 44 teams.
Topping the league is a significant
accomplishment.

MINOR HOCKEY LEAGUE

NOVICE A
CHAMPION

Back Row: Coaches Ray Dowse, Eric Cousineau, and Jason Hudson Mlddle Chase Hopklns, Kaleb Collette,

What's yours net worth?
Save with SCU.

“ scu.mb.ca

8

O snesc

& KATHLEEN WIEBE

Tristan Cousineau, Logan Barnabe, Max Dowse, Niko Lemoine, Cheyenne Scott Cooke, Noah Hudson, Haven
Wiebe, and Aaron Schmidtke. Front: Luca Nurse and Xander Admiraal.

Penalties, Poor
Discipline Down Jets

By Tim Hiebert

One of the biggest issues plaguing
the Jets since their return in 2011
has been their inability to stay out
ofthe penalty box. Winnipegleads
the league in times shorthanded
(1,577) and power play goals al-
lowed (314) over the past six sea-
sons.

Even though they've had lots of
practice being shorthanded, it cer-
tainly hasn’thelped them improve
their penalty kill numbers. They
have the twenty-eighth ranked
penalty kill since 2011 and it’s got-
ten worse in each of the last four
seasons (83.2 percent, 81.8 percent,
78.4 percent, 76.7 percent).

The lack of discipline has been
killing them for years, and it’s got-
ten worse since Paul Maurice took
over from Claude Noel. The biggest
culprit is arguably the team’s most
important player: Dustin Byfuglien.
Byfuglien leads the entire league
in minor penalties since 2011 with
213.He's currently second thisyear
and has finished in the top ten in
each of thelast four.

Byfuglien logs a lot of minutes

and plays a very unique style of
hockey. Maurice has really let him
do his thing since he arrived and
has put more and more respons-
ibility on Byfuglien every year. He
leads the league in minutes played
per game this year and has often
played more than 30 minutes.
Byfuglien is a tremendous talent
andis crucial to the team’s success.
Heneedstorealize how important
itis to stay disciplined and not take
that after-the-whistle roughing
minor or retaliation slashing call.

A lot of this falls on Paul Mau-
rice, too. How much is he really
preaching discipline in the locker
room? This parade of players to
the penalty box needs to stop, and
he needs to put more emphasis on
the matter. Having Byfuglien in the
penaltyboxso often doesn’t exactly
help the penaltykill. He's one of the
Jets’ best penalty killers and can
be a dominant defender when he
wants to be. It's too bad he can’t be
out there to kill off his own lack of
discipline.

Another defenseman with
similar issues is Mark Stuart. Like
Byfuglien, Stuart ranks among the

top offenders with 134 minor pen-
alties since 2011 (the twenty-eighth
most). Stuart has been in a steady
decline for years now and is prob-
ably nearing the end of his NHL
career. He was a healthy scratch for
most of the first half of the season,
but injuries have forced him back
into action. He's being asked to
kill penalties again and it’s been a
struggle for him. He can still come
up with a big blocked shot or two,
but his overall game has slipped
noticeably this season.

The penaltykill haslooked good
at times, but when things start to
go bad, they go really bad. They've
allowed three power play goals in
a single game five times this year,
and two of those games involved
giving up all three in the second
period. It happened once versus
Florida in mid-December as Flor-
ida scored on three Toby Enstrom
penaltiesin aspan of eight minutes.
It happened again in early March
against the Penguins when Nick
Bonino finished off a hat trick with
two power play markers. Pittsburgh
would actually score fourin the per-
iod on theirwayto a convincing 7-4

win.

Sometimes the best penalty
killerisyour goalie. Thatjusthasn’t
been the case enough for Winnipeg
this year. Hellebuyck and Hutchin-
son have struggled as the last line
of defence, with both posting save
percentagesin the 860 range when
shorthanded. In comparison, some
of the top shorthanded save per-
centages belongto Roberto Luongo
(.920), Sergei Bobrovsky (.904) and
Frederik Andersen (.903).

Winnipeg has actually been
pretty good at five-on-five over
the years, and especially good at
four-on-four. The special teams
need to get better, though, and the
penalty kill in particular needs a
lot ofimprovement. The Jets need
to either start taking penalties less
frequently or improve their ability
to kill them off. Improving in one
would be nice, but to become
an elite team they will definitely
need to do both. Combiningbetter
discipline with better defending in
general will be crucial for this team
if they want to get back into the
playoffs next year.
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GORP

clean energy bar
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Julia Beer

Julia is a Grade Ten student at
Niverville Collegiate. She loves
sports and participates on her
high school soccer, volleyball, and
basketball teams.

This season, Julia was awarded
provincial all-star team honours
in two sports. Her Junior Var-

sity Girls volleyball team won
bronze at the MHSAA provincials
in December, where Julia was
named a provincial all-star. She
was also named an all-star at this
past March’s Junior Varsity Girls
basketball provincials, where her
team also won bronze. Last year,
Julia played club volleyball for the
Junior Bisons, who were national
champions.

SAVE WHEN YOU BUY A
BOX OF GORP BARS!

$4.00 OFF!

|
|
|
I Valid April 1 - 15, 2017
|
|
|

Must present coupon
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Deb Brissette at her in-home studio.

Artist SeekstoBri
Healing through

By Sylvia St. Cyr

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Last October, Deb Brissette opened
the Highlands Art Studio out ofher
home in Niverville. Brissette offers
artlessons to children on Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings, and al-
so facilitates paint parties. She has
also taught classes in other towns
throughout the region, including
St. Pierre-Jolys, Ste. Agathe, and St.
Malo.

Brissette and her husband
Paul moved to Niverville in 2016
from Landmark. Although she has
worked in healthcare since the
age of 17, art has always been an
important part of her life. Brissette
has painted murals, made crafts,
sold paintings, and baked specialty

chocolates and candies.

“Thad athree-yearbout of PTSD
[Post Traumatic Stress Disorder],”
Brissette says of a difficult period a
fewyears ago. “Ihad buried alot of
myartwork foryears. Itwas into the
third year [of PTSD] when I picked
up a pencil and started sketching
again... Before I knew it, I was feel-
ingbetter and recovering.”

Because arthasbroughthealing
to Brissette, she wants to share this
unique form of therapywith others.

“When I first started Highlands
Art Studio, Iwas hopingto getmore
into the wellness end of it, where art
can help make people feel better
about themselves and everything
they're going through,” says Bris-
sette. “I'm seeing that the people
I'm working with are also finding

Guardian

NIVERVILLE PHARMACY

Wiy

e

ithelpful”

For children’s painting classes,
available for those ages sevento 14,
no experienceisnecessary.Ineach
one-hour weekly class, students
tackle three 20-minute art pro-
jects. Brissette teaches everything
from different styles of painting to
moulding clay and tangling. She
explains that tangling is a form of
doodlinginwhich theartistrepeats
the same patterns over and over to
create aunique design.

“I'm always trying to keep it
fresh and new,” Brissette says of
the variety.

On top of her children’s classes,
Brissette also offers paint parties,
both for kids birthdays as well as
for special occasions. She and her
husband can host up to ten people

'
A
n-a' !"

8 SYLVIAST.CYR

in their home at a time, but for lar-
ger groups Brissette can meet in
other venues.

Brissette loves teaching pro-
spective artists of any age.

“My classes in St. Malo have
been very endearing because I
have young and old participating
together,” she says. “It's amazing
how much they can all do with the
same lesson.Ilove toinspire others,
to encourage them no matter how
experienced they are.”

To book a paint party or inquire about
classes, call 204-471-8710.

Karam Abd El Nour

Pharmacist / Manager

Always here to help you!

Film Night Fundraiser
April 6]7:00 p.m.
Mennonite Heritage Museum, Steinbach. $12.

Providence Spring Concert
April 7 | 7:30 p.m.
Providence College, Otterburne. Free.

Winnipeg Comedy Festival
April 7 | 8:00 p.m.
Morris Multiplex, Morris. $20.

Matt Falk Comedy
April 7| 7:15 p.m.
Pantages Playhouse Theatre, Winnipeg. $35.

Creativi-Tea Time
April 12]6:30-8:30 p.m.
Jake Epp Library, Steinbach. Free.

Matt Falk Comedy
April 18-1918:00 p.m.
Rumors Comedy Club, Winnipeg. $12.

PaintingonthePrairies
April 18]7:00 p.m.
Hespeler's Cookhouse and Tavern, Niverville. $35.

SBC Spring Concert
April 2117:00 p.m.
Steinbach Bible College, Steinbach. Free.

Country Gospel Concert
April 23| 7:00 p.m.
SRSS Theatre, Steinbach. $15.

The Wizard of 0z(Play)

April 28] 7:30 —9:30 pm
SRSS Theatre, Steinbach. $12-19.

sstcyr@nivervillecitizen.com

$415,000

13 Ashcroft Cove, Niverville

ROYAL LEPAGE
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Riverbend Realty

Katie Knebel
204-392-3030

KatieKnebel@royallepage.ca

Niverville Pharmacy
72 Main Street
Niverville, MB ROA 1EO

T: 204-388-4533
F: 204-388-4624
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ﬂ Sage Creek

PHYSIOTHERAPY

AN inMotion cLINIC

* PHYSIOTHERAPY

* MASSAGE THERAPY

* PERSONAL TRAINING

* SPORTS INJURY CARE

* CUSTOM FOOT ORTHOTICS
* OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
* VERTIGO THERAPY

* NURSING FOOT CARE

* ACUPUNCTURE

* DIETICIAN SERVICES

NOW OPEN & ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Serving Sage Creek & Communities Beyond the Perimeter

inmotionnetwork.ca

204.253.6768

803-50 Sage Creek Blvd
Winnipeg, Manitoba

TUCSDATY AT OESTELLIRS

Drinks, food, games + family fun
Kids eat free with a paying adult!

(One free kids menu item with each paid adult entrée. 12 and under.)

H es &6&’1 5

COOKHOUSE + TAVERI
“Where friends meet friends.”

COMMUNITY AUCTION & DINNER

IN SUPPORT OF THE NIVERVILLE MULTIPLEX

S0 — ©)®
Friday, May 5

Evergreen Village

2143 Hwy 59, Niverville, MB

6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Live Auction
Dance to follow

Black and Gold theme | Semi-forma attire | Musicprovided by Magnum Sound

A

FRIENDS OF THE PLEX
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Making Dreams Come True

By Sylvia St. Cyr

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Happily Ever After Parties special-
izesin helping dreams come true—
specifically for kids who dream of
meeting their favourite princess
or superhero, and for parents who
dream of achieving this without
having to fly the family all the way
to Disneyworld.

The company was started in
2012 by Gillian MacDonald from
Niverville. MacDonald is the
president of The Royal Princess
Ball Committee, not to mention a
mom, and she works full-time as a
social worker.

In January 2017, the busi-
ness was sold to Samantha
DasSilva-Chaves.

“Istarted off as a princess, and
I was one of the first employees
hired,” says DaSilva-Chaves. “Thad
already been managing the busi-
ness for [MacDonald] since 2014,
sowhenshewasreadytosell, itwas
avery natural transition for her to
sell it to me, knowing I would con-
tinue to take care ofand nurture her
business. She has built it from the
ground up”

Happily Ever After Parties offers
an extensive list of characters for
children’s birthday parties.

“The Frozen sisters, Anna and
Elsa, are still the most popular,
DasSilva-Chaves says. “In regards
to superheroes, I would say Bat-
man and Spiderman are the most
popular”

A

FOODS
FULL SERVICE GROCERY

Grateful for the opportunity
to be part of your community!

A bevy of Disney princess at the 2017 Royal Princess Ball.

Parents can pick from a list of
extras theywould like for the party,
such as spaservices, face-painting,
balloon-making, dancing with the
character, cupcake decorating, and
storytelling.

DaSilva-Chaves says that kids
often ask questions. “Our staff are
all experienced actors and defin-
itely do character studybefore they
play each character”

The company offers more than
birthday parties. Ifyou've attended
the Niverville Olde Tyme Country
Fair or the Morris Stampede, chan-
ces are you've seen a Jedi knight,

259 MAIN STREET, NIVERVILLE

204-388-4888

Spiderman, or Cinderella walking
around. And chances are Happily
Ever After Parties sent them.

“We also visitschools, daycares,
hospitals, and provide services
for many charity events,” DaSilva-
Chaves adds. “One charity event
in particular that we sponsor is
entitled The Royal Princess Ball.
This year, 20 of our characters
donated their time to the event.
It raises funds for the Children’s
Hospital Foundation of Manitoba’s
abuse and trauma centre.”

Although the companyis based
out of Winnipeg, actors travel

* FREE
* FRE

TO
{0)

8 PETER RUIZ PHOTOGRAPHY

extensively throughout the region.
They've even gone as far as Fort
Frances, Ontario.

For a limited time, DaSilva-
Chaves says that customers in
Niverville can expect a discount.
“The former owner, Gillian, livesin
Niverville and was previously offer-
ingto cover the travel fee herself to
promote business in her home-
town. Iwill continue to honour her
offer until September 1,2017”

www.happilyeverafterparties.net

N SHUTTLE SERVICE
DSIDE ASSISTANCE °

* WINTER FE SE'VORAGE * COURTESY CAR*

20 CEDAR DRIVE, NIVERVILLE, MB

www.sparkline.ca
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Rebecka Lemire and & PRAIRIE SOUL DANCE COMPANY
Isaiah Klassen at SEMF.

Local Dancers
Dazzle at Manitoba
Dance Festival

By Chantel Todd

X editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Prairie Soul Dance Company of Niverville
had the privilege of performing at the annual
Southeastern Manitoba Festival (SEMF),
entering 40 performances in various dance
disciplines. SEMF has nine categories:
dance, strings/instrumental/guitar, senior
piano, junior piano, vocal, musical theatre,
speech/theatre arts. The dance portion took
place at the Steinbach Regional Secondary
School theatre from March 11-12, and then
resumed March 18-20.

At the end of the festival, Prairie Soul
Dance Company was selected to perform
at the highlights evening on March 20, and
another selection at the Southeastern Stars
Galain March.

“This is a festival that we look forward to
participating in every year due to the posi-
tive energy and appreciation of the arts that
we constantly feel when we're there,” says
Rebecka Lemire, an administrative assistant
at Prairie Soul.

In a separate achievement, Lemire and
fellow student Isaiah Klassen received dance
scholarships from the adjudicators for their
outstanding performances at SEME

MUNICIPALITE

RITCHOT

MUNICIPALITY

Country Skies. City Ties.
Sous le ciel de la campagne.
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91 Fully Insured * Froud Workwanship

rQOTLONG " Sanawicn 'or Vnty - Indoor shop for spraying doors, cabinets and fireplace
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Now for a limited time only buy any regular FOOTLONG™ sandwich
with a drink, and receive a second FOOTLONG™ sandwich of equal or
lesser price for only $2. Treat yourself or someone else to the fresh
tastes you love at SUBWAY? restaurants.
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Let the Wyatt Dowling
team find the
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Wyatt Dowling

best Insurance

for
YOU.

home | auto
business | life

Leave your worries
at our door.

A4
(204) 388-4985
precisionhomes@mymts.net
Homes www.precisionhomes.ca

Wyatt Dowling

INSURANCE BROKERS

Call 204 949 2600 or visit our Sage Creek location.
101 - 50 Sage Creek Blvd.




Kyla Donkersgoed.

8 CARLOS CHAVEZ

Mixing Old School Art with
New World Techniques

By Sylvia St. Cyr

B editor@nivervillecitizen.com

Keeks Paper Co., based in Win-
nipeg and started by awoman
from Niverville, specializ-
es in creating custom hand-
drawn greeting cards, sta-
tionary, and wedding invita-
tions. The results of combining
hand-drawn art with comput-
er technology are always one-
of-a-kind.

“You see so much out there
that’s purely graphic or digital,”
says Kyla Donkersgoed, the
company’s owner and artist.
“My designs are originally
hand-drawn or painted, and
then tweaked for the final
design using computer soft-
ware. This allows me to con-
tinue creating with my hands
and not just stay on the com-
puter all day”

After finishing high school
in Niverville, Donkersgoed
moved east to attend the
Nova Scotia College of Art
and Design in Halifax. She
then transitioned back to her
home province to study at the
University of Manitoba’s Inter-
national Development Studies

program. This led her to travel
to Thailand for her practicum.

“While there, I was work-
ing for a social entrepreneur,”
says Donkersgoed. “I worked
for her, but in my downtime I
would design packaging and
givelogoideasfor the business.
Ican’tnotdo design.”

Five years ago, she worked
for a flower shop, The Floral
Fixx, when herboss mentioned
that she could use some greet-
ing cards in the store.

“So I made her greeting
cards,” Donkersgoed says of
her first opportunity. “Then a
friend asked if I could design
herweddinginvites. Fromthen
on, Keeks Paper Co.was born”

It didn’t take long before
her new endeavour became
a full-time job. Donkersgoed
worked to get her cards into
storesacross Winnipegand the
surrounding area. Keeks Paper
Co. has also been featured in
Wedding Bells Magazine and
theblogL.A. Bride.

When Donkersgoed
designs wedding invites, she
sits down with the bride and
groom to hear their ideas.
Then she creates something

FREE FITNESS CONSULT AND TRAINING
PROGRAM WITH EVERY MEMBERSHIP

204-388-6300 | info@averagejoesfitness.ca | www.averagejoesfitness.ca

just for them. She uses alocal
print shop, Minute Man Press
in Winnipeg, to print all of her
stationary.

Three months ago, she
branched out into business
branding. Donkersgoed han-
dles everything from creating
logos, brainstorming branding
strategies, and website design.
Thisrequires alotoftime meet-
ing with clients.

“They’re so passionate
about this new business that
they're starting,” she says of
workingwith startups. “I'vehad
the best conversations with
people, because theyjustopen
up. After asking what they do,
ten minutes later they've told
me their life story. That’s my
favourite part of this job, and
then the designing.”

You can find her greeting
cards at the Forks market, the
Winnipeg Art Gallery, and
many local flower shops.

www.keekspaperco.com

2H/7 FITNESS CENTER
PERSONAL TRAINING
NEW EQUIPMENT
NEW GYM LAYOUT

EXPANDED MEN'S LOCKER ROOM

P -

ADVANGELD

DRYWALL CONCEPTS
INTERIOR CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

1

Neil Friesen

Cell: 771-5534

Email: advance_neil@hotmail.com
Fax: 388-4030

19 Andover Place
Niverville MB
ROA 0A2

* Carpet Cleaning

« Upholstery Cleaning

« Construction Clean Up

* Mattress Cleaning & Sanitization
¢ Commercial & Residential
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Gil Leclerc
Phone: (204) 771-0415

www.excelcarpetcleaners.ca

DACO Piling

40 Years of Innovation
www.dacopiling.com
Serving: Saskatchewan Manitoba Ontario

Pipe Piles, Screw Piles, Sheet Piles & Rock Drilling

Damon Friesen Neil Friesen
P: 204-392-5122 F:204-388-4384
damon@getdaco.com Box 26 Niverville, MB ROA 1EO

VIEL'S

EPTIC SERVICE
SINCE 1989
Sxptt
Year round service
Servicing Southeast Manitoba
24 hour Emergency Services
Residential and Commercial

call ortext

204-388-4201

204-392-5472

Ray & Cara Dowse

nivervilleindoorstorage@gmailcom
226 Main Street, Niverville

: e,
o 7 IMAINSTREET, NIVERVILLE, MB

%

/201°388-4635

gy

Richard Kirwan

204.392.5665
richard@mightyducts.ca

www.mightyducts.ca

CLEANING CO. LTD

&

- 4

= M ‘5‘/:”
I~

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL DUCT CLEANING

CHINESE ¢ CANADIAN FOOD EXPERIENCE
ERSETST  —_—- ——

195 Pembina Trail Jonathan

4 Ste-Agathe, MB

s

Castle

MORTGAGE

(204) 799-3762

email: mloeppky@castleteam.ca

office: 204.474.1277
cell: 204.391.4676
fax: 204.474.1401

4 - 580 Pembina Hwy.

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3M 2M5

MIKE LOEPPKY, B. Comm. (Hons.)
Mortgage Specialist

www.castlemortgagegroup.ca

204.388.5055 ¢ Unit B - 290 Main Street, Niverville

| & = .
= T
R s p_——_ g
r CONTRACT PAINTING SERVICES
204-955-5997

Joe.contracitpainting@gmail.com

* INTERIOR - EXTERIOR + PAINTING
* PLASTERING - ARTISTIC MURALS -

[ — a

appraisal

o

LANSARD BROS.

R O O FI NG L T D.

Serving Manitoba Since 1978

« siding & eavestrough
* soffit & fascia
* windows & doors

* roofing & repairs
* snow removal
*» metal shop

204.233.4664

Fax 204.237.4453

lansard.ca

NIVERVILLE COMMERCIAL LEASE SOLUTIONS

NIVERVILLE
PHYSIOTHERAPY

& SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

204-388-5217 | 61 Main Street, Niverville
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The Niverville Olde Tyme Country Fair has several
volunteer positions that need to be filled on our
committee, including:

= Main Stage Coordinator assistant(s]

= Children's Entertainment Coordinator assistant(s]
= In-house Photographer/Videographer

= Pursue and complete detailed grant applications

Even if none of these positions sound like they
would work for you, we openly welcome any fresh
minds with new ideas and will find a fit for you
somewhere utilizing your specific skill set.

Contact info@nivervillefair.com for more details.

JOIN
OURTEAM

The Friends of the Plex are looking for
volunteers to join our team!

If you are interested in getting involved,
email us at friendsoftheplex@gmail.com
or visit www.nivervillemultiplex.ca
for more information.

Together, we can.

f,)itm)"

FRIENDS OF THE PLEX

.

on

NIVERVILLE MULTIPLEX

ESTIN

w TRUCKING

& LEASING LTD.

N&A Trucking & Lsg Ltd is currently

seeking diesel mechanic for full time

position at very busy shop in
Niverville. Qualified candidates
may email resume to
nandatrucking@hotmail.com or
see Chad at office b/w 8am-5pm.

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES JOB POSTINGS ANNOUNCEMENTS

nex

- p—— "/4000000
We're Hiring

Prior construction experience a plus
but willing to train the right person.

Resume can be e-mailed to:
jobs@inexplastering.com

Regular Mail or Drop off in person to:
IN-EX Plastering & Stucco
Box 1168 - 349 Bronstone Drive
Niverville, MB
ROA 1EQ

PART TIME HANDYMAN

Preferred Choice Property Management Inc. is searching for a
Handy Man for part time contract work. Must be experienced, and
able to trouble shoot & repair house related issues.

Must have own tools and good communication skills.

Email resumes to info@pcpminc.com

SPACE FOR RENT/LEASE

295 Main Street - Niverville

9119 Sq Ft of office / professional space available on a beautiful treed lot
that offers great visibility on main traffic route, lit parking lot, vehicle plug in's,
high-end finishing throughout, back patio, and more. Space to be split into

sections to suit your business needs! Call Ray for details or to arrange a
viewing: (204) 346-3041

970 Sq Ft Commercial Space for Lease — Niverville

Highly visible building at 349 Bronstone Drive in Niverville offers a beautifully
finished 2nd floor commercial space for lease, available immediately. Main
areais an open 25'x 38’ space with warming kitchen for lunch & coffee, plus
entrance area. Access to common bathrooms. Gross lease is $1000/month.

Call 204-346-3041 or e-mail raydowse@icloud.com
for more information or to schedule a viewing

CLASSIFIED

39

Canadian Blood Services
it's in you to give

YOU HAVE THE POWER TO

GIVE LIFE

JOIN THE MOVEMENT WITH US AT BLOOD.CA

BLOOD DONOR CLINICS
Friday, April 7

Trans Canada Centre | lle-des-Chénes

Tuesday, April 18

Niverville Heritage Centre | Niverville

2nd ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

FUNDRAISER

TRANSCANADA CENTRE, ILE DES CHENES, MB

APRIL 30, 2017 - 12:00 to 4:00

$10 ADMISSION | CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE

* RAFFLES ¢ BAKE SALE ¢ LIGHT REFRESHMENTS » GUEST SPEAKERS *
e MEET ALL OF OUR WILDLIFE AMBASSADORS *
e WILDLIFE HAVEN NEW SITE DESIGN & INFORMATION e

e BEHIND THE SCENES, GUIDED WILDLIFE HOSPITAL TOURS e
* NEW SITE CONSTRUCTION TOURS °

Wildlife Haven Rehabilitation Centre
P.O. Box 165, lle des Chénes, MB  ROA 0TO

PHONE: 204-878-3740 | EMAIL: info@wildlifehaven.ca

www.wildlifehaven.ca

CLASSIFIEDS WORK' BOOK YOURS TODAY! INFO@NIVERVILLECITIZEN.COM



ON SELECT ENERGY STAR® CERTIFIED LED PRODUCTS WITH MANITOBA HYDRO’S INSTANT REBATE

OFFERED FROM MARGH 30 - APRIL 30, 2017

LED Slim Lights

e |nstall easily into drywall, ceiling tiles,
soffit, shower stalls etc.

e Available in 4” & 6” sizes in either
3000K or 5000K colour tempuratures.

vems | owetnesrpuon | FREAR | RED | AR

SLIM4-3KWH 9W, 3000K, 500LM LED SLIM 4” $24.99 $19.99 $4.99
SLIM4-5KWH 9W, 5000K, 500LM LED SLIM 4” $24.99 $19.99 $4.99
SLIM6-3KWH 12W, 3000K, 700LM LED SLIM 6” $36.99 $29.59 $14.59
SLIM4-5KWH 12W, 5000K, 700LM LED SLIM 6” $36.99 $29.59 $14.59
SLIM45-3KWH 9W, 3000K, 550LM LED SLIM 4” $29.99 $23.99 $8.99

—am ENERGY STAR®
Certified LED Fixtures

e Retrofit / J-Box e Shop Light
e Flushmount Ceiling e Yard Light

REGULAR AFTER $15

Product Description RETAIL REBATE

PPD413 9W, 3000K, LED DISC / RETROFIT $24.99 $9.99

PPD613 15W, 3000K, LED DISC / RETROFIT $29.99 $14.99

PPLO3 22W, 3000K, 13” ROUND LED FIXTURE $39.99 $24.99

PPLO5 22\W, 3000K, 13” SQUARE LED FIXTURE $39.99 $24.99

PPL10 56W, 4000K, LED YARD LIGHT $119.99 $104.99

PPL19 56W, 4000K, LED SHOP LIGHT $49.99 $34.99
ANManitoba 262 Main Street, Niverville, MB | 204-388-4727 WM. DYCK

Hydro www.wmdyck.com & SONS ™

Terms and Conditions - Rebates will be provided at the till while quantities last. Limit of 10 items per customer for single-pack products, limit of 5 items per customer for multi-pack products.



