CitiZze

PLEASE
TAKE ONE

FOR REFERRALS

REFER A FRIEND AND BE ENTERED TO WIN A

$250 GIFT CARD AND A CHANCE TO WIN OUR
GRAND PRIZE AT OUR AGM.

VOLUME 10 - ISSUE 11 | NOVEMBER 2024

DISTRIBUTED FREE TO NIVERVILLE, ILE-DES-CHENES, STE. AGATHE, ST. ADOLPHE, TOUROND, OTTERBURNE, NEW BOTHWELL, AND GLENLEA

) XL 5179 )

www.nivervillecitizen.com

204-388-031

cated in the Centennial Arena. However, the town is also
taking part in discussions with other municipalities to ad-

Winnipeg problem. A group in
Steinbach is working on a pro-

one of our writers reflects on
ournation’s history and what it

4-TOPPING
PIZZA FIXED PRICE YEAR
LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWS COMMENTARY SPORTS & REC
° ° ] 1 ]
owledgi Niverville High School
The Need fora Regional Library Acknowledgingthe Welcome, ThereIsRoom
C Southeast's Homeless ® Ontheoccasionofherhus- | Debuts Hockey Program

ENiverville willsoon be home to anewlendinglibrary, lo- | m Homelessnessis notjusta band’s citizenship ceremony, B The new Panthers hock-

eyteam has beenyearsin the
making, and this month they

dress the lack of library access in rural areas like ours. trulymeanstobeaCanadian. | tooktheir first faceoff.

jectto provide needed support.
Details on Page 14

Details on Page 12 Details on Page 17 Details on Page 19

IV INTRIV A eIV NIX TN VTGN,

P

i | B =

e S B

83 BRENDA SAWATZKY

Life’s a journey. Save for it.

Whatever you're saving for, we'll help you get there.

SSCU

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES™

SCU.MB.CA/SAVEFORIT




2 LOCALNEWS THE CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 2024

CASINO ROYALE

FUNDRAISING GALA

I | l
|||, 11l .|l|“” "l“nmll'll ||H|“

 JANUARY 25,2025

NIVERVILLE HERITAGE CENTRE

oy
5:30pM - COCKTAILS & APPETIZERS _/)‘/ s

6:30pM - DINNER & PROGRAM & =% =
9:00pPM - CASINO & LIVE BAND

il

PURCHASE NOW

L —— ——— COCKTAILHOUR SPONSOR

I PRIVATE WEALTH CAMERON RENNIE -
MANAGEMENT & ASSOCIATES RVICES




THE CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 2024

@© WHAT'SINSIDE

Ritchot Celebrates Grand Opening of 4
Renovated Givic Building

Niverville Mayor Says Plan20-50 in Limbo 4

Niverville’s Remembrance Day Service
Heads Back Indoors

Niverville Thrift Shop Marks 50th 6
Ex-Military Man Heads to Capital for 8
9
9

Remembrance Day Service

CGommunity Groups Appeal to Province
for Improved Rural Public Transit

Gitizen Poll

Ecole Gabrielle-Roy Hosts 1
A0th Anniversary Gelebration

Niverville Joins Other RMs to Explore 12
Greation of Regional Library

MMHS Presents Guided Tours 13
of East and West Reserves

Non-Profit Focuses on 14
Southeast Homeless Crisis

Almond Nail Bar Opens 15
Its Doors in Niverville

Ritchot Reviews Food Waste 16

Management Pilot Program
Welcome, There Is Room 17

Niverville High School Infroduces 19
Hockey Program

West Goast Adventure: Taking 20
on the Pacific Crest Trail

Rising Star Chases Soccer Dream 21
An Offensive Strugale for Nighthawks ~ 22

Citizen

Box 266, Niverville, MB ROA 1EO
www.nivervillecitizen.com

Managing Editor:
Evan Braun

Sales Manager:
Ray Dowse

Operations Manager:
Cara Dowse

Design/Production Manager:
Dustin Krahn

Contributors:
Evan Braun, Brenda Sawatzky,
Ty Dilello, Jennifer Lavin

CONTACT US

Letters to the Editor:
editor@nivenvillecitizen.com

Advertising Sales:
sales@nivervillecitizen.com

Classifieds/General Information:
info@nivervillecitizen.com

Artwork/Ad Proofs/Graphics:
ads@nivenvillecitizen.com

The Niverville Citizen is published monthly
and distributed through Canada Post
to all those with a postal box in Niverville,
lle-des-Chénes, St. Adolphe, Ste.
Agathe, New Bothwell Otterburne, and
Tourond. Additional copies are distributed
to businesses in the aforementioned
communities. The paper s printed in Canada
by Derksen Printers Ltd. Republishing of
this paper in whole or in part without prior
approval is strictly prohibited.

Funded by the Government of Canada
Financé par le gouvernement du Canada

Canadia

The advertlsm%deadllne is 5:00 p.m. on
the 20th of each month. The paper will be
distributed the first week of every month.

Our commitment to the reader is to
provide a professional and reliable means
of communication that both residents and
businesses will value. This newspaper
is 100 percent supported by those who
choose to advertise within it. Readers who
support the businesses who advertise in
this publication are also supporting the
development and circulation of future
issues of this newspaper. Together, we can
help build stronger communities.

FREE TO SHARE. 0“
PLEASE RECYCLE. ¢

The Louis Riel Bridge in Ste. Agathe.

ProvinceBoosts Funding
for Rehabilitation of
Ste. AgatheBridge

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

54 bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On October 22, the provincial gov-
ernment announced it will be dedi-
cating increased funding toward the
rehabilitation project already under-
way on the Louis Riel Bridge in Ste.
Agathe.

Original estimates provided
by Manitoba Transportation and
Infrastructure (MTI) in their pre-
liminary design document, created
in the spring of 2021, estimated the
project to come at a cost of $25 to
$30 million.

Three years later, in the early
stages of rehabilitation, the province
says an investment of $48.6 million
is needed.

“Estimated costs are subject to
change over time as the province
advances and further refines this
project through the preliminary
design and detailed design stages,’
a provincial spokesperson reveals.

Market volatility, inflation, and
the increased costs of materials and

Ron R. Schuler

Ron@RonSchuler.com

MLA for Springfield-Ritchot

construction fees were also cited as
factors that could affect a project
such as this.

“This is a complex project due to
many factors, including the extent
of foundations works and staging
of construction works,” the spokes-
person continues. “The department
received approval for a total project
cost of $48.6 million.”

The original construction of
the Louis Riel Bridge dates back to
1959. It has since served as a vital
east-west link over the Red River,
connecting traffic to Highway 75, a
major corridor between Winnipeg
and the United States.

Bridge rehabilitation will include
a rebuild of the structure’s founda-
tion to bring it up to current federal
standards.

The deck and railings will be
completely replaced, creating wider
lanes and shoulders.

The sidewalk bordering the east-
bound lane will be separated from
traffic by concrete barriers, provid-
ing an increased level of safety for
pedestrians.
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Working in stages to allow for a
continued flow of traffic throughout
construction, MTI estimates final
completion won't happen until the
fall of 2026.

“The rehabilitation of the Louis
Riel Bridge is an important project
for our community and the region,”
Ritchot mayor Chris Ewen said in a
press release. “This bridge serves
as a critical link for residents,
businesses, and agricultural oper-
ations, and its modernization will
ensure safe and efficient travel for
everyone. We are deeply grateful
for the provincial investment in this
infrastructure, which honours the
legacy of Louis Riel and supports
our growth and prosperity for gen-
erations to come.

Project information, frequently
asked questions, and design details
can be found on the Manitoba
Transportation and Infrastructure
website (see below).

FORMOREINFORMATION

www.gov.mb.ca/mti/projects.html
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Ritchot Celebrates Grand Opening

of Renovated Civic Building

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Residents of Ritchot joined its coun-
ciland RM staff on October 16 for the
official grand opening of the newly
renovated civic office.

The major project, which took just
over a year to complete, adds 4,000
square feet of space to the building,
providing nearly 8,000 square feet
in total. The grounds also received
amajor facelift, making the outdoor
space beautiful, functional, and
community-friendly.

In order to demonstrate its func-
tionality, RM staff treated celebrants
to a live band which played from a
newly installed and permanent stage
onsite. Participants gathered on the
grass nearby to enjoy the band or play
outdoor games.

Bordering the half-circle drive, a
variety of local market vendors and
food trucks hawked their wares.

“When there’s community events,
this is where everybody could get
together,” Councillor Joel Lemoine
says. “Music can be played, kids can
play activities, people can sell local
goods, etc. So that was the dream
and now it’s right here beside the
municipal office.”

Guests were treated to tours of
the building’s expansive interior.
Entering through the new public

s _

access doors, one is greeted by a
large, high, and open reception area,
spacious enough to accommodate
groups as well as wheelchairs and
mobility scooters.

To the left, a new oval-shaped
room has been constructed to serve
as council chambers, large enough
for 30 seats in the viewing gallery.
Two large projection screens hang
on either side of the chamber.

“The [idea] is, basically, if we have
alarge group of people, to make them
comfortable and be able to see what-
ever’s on the screen and able to hear
[what’s being said],” Lemoine says.

A brightly lit board room sits next

door featuring a floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, a kitchenette, furnishings, and
up-to-date audio-visual equipment.
Thanks to another large projection
screen, this room can act as overflow
space when public gatherings exceed
council chambers capacity.

The older portion of the building,
completely unrecognizable, has
been gutted and restored to include
a series of well-lit offices for each
department.

A couple of extra offices provide
storage space in the interim and
room to grow in the long-term.

The area containing the former
reception desk, board room, and

Jason Bodnarchuk, Chris Ewen, Mitch Duval, Janine Boulanger, Joel Lemoine, and Shane Pelletier at the ribbon-cutting ceremony. &3 BRENDA SAWATZKY

(&

council chambers is still a work in
progress. Sectioned off from the rest
of the building by a door, this area
has almost endless possibility as
community space.

With its own private entry and
washroom facilities, Lemoine sees
opportunity for business startups
or corporate gatherings to rent the
space.

Ryan Faucher, economic develop-
ment officer, has other ideas, too. The
RM has already begun conversa-
tions with Assiniboine Community
College, he says, to offer courses in
careers like early childhood educator
and homecare.

In this way, the old but still func-
tional furnishings and technical
equipment can find a new purpose.

“What I'd like to see, because we
have the audio-visual aspect, is hav-
ing people come in here and actually
take their course as a group so then
you have that networking and, as
they say, social capital, to build your
community,” Faucher says.

As well, he adds, the space could
be utilized for public services such
as blood drives, vaccination clinics,
and information sessions.

“Also, anything that our rec depart-
ment offers we'll be able to do onsite.
which is just convenient and easy to
support,” says Faucher.

Swipe lock entry will soon make
it easy for renters of the space to gain
personal access.

“If you're a student, if you're
someone that works from home, an
accountant, or a lawyer that needs
to meet with people, you can meet
here,” says Faucher. “Sometimes
you need to have a meeting or just
a place to sit quietly and work. We'll
have this area all set up and they’ll
have network connectivity, a printer,
scanners, and equipment.”

Attendees of the Wednesday cele-
bration were treated to free gourmet
coffee provided by Perk and sugar
cookies decorated with the RM logo.
Council and the CAO participated in
a formal ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Niverville Mayor Says Plan20-50in Limho

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

In late September, board mem-
bers of the Winnipeg Metro Region
(WMR) met with Ian Bushie, Min-
ister of Municipal Relations, after
the organization failed to success-
fully roll out Plan20-50 this summer.

Mayor Myron Dyck attended the
meeting, held at the Legislature in
Winnipeg. He says that the WMR
board, made up of council members
from the region’s 18 municipalities,
were each provided an opportunity
to voice their concerns and questions
regarding WMR membership and the
regional planning document.

“[The meeting] was well received,”
Dyck says. “The Minister just said,
‘We've heard you, there’s changes

coming, we're putting in legislation
and we'll have it in this fall” So the
WMR is kind of on standdown, if
you will. There’s no action. There’s
no meetings planned.”

Dyck anticipates that at least
one piece of the new legislation
will include a WMR opt-out clause,
allowing municipalities such as Niv-
erville to back out of WMR member-
ship if they so desire.

While many of the 18 munici-
palities that make up the WMR are
members by choice, Niverville was
not provided the option when they
were inducted into the organization
by the provincial government in the
spring of 2023.

In August, after both Niverville
and Selkirk councils issued public
statements indicating their desire
for an opt-out clause, Premier Wab

Kinew announced his party’s intent
to honour that request.

Even so, Mayor Dyck says it
doesn’t mean that Niverville will opt
out of WMR membership. He and his
council await the legal wording used
to define the clause.

“It’s politics,” Dyck says. “Is it
[going to come with] no strings
attached? We don’t know.”

The community’s forced inclu-
sion into the WMR was only one
concern made public by Niverville’s
council this summer. Following the
postponement of WMR’s Plan20-50
public hearing in August, council
named flaws to the plan that would
need to be amended before they
could endorse it.

The first echoed concerns
shared by many residents regarding
the potential loss of autonomous

decision-making power enjoyed by
municipal governments.

“Plan20-50 needs to be revised
and further developed to ensure
that final land use planning deci-
sions remain in the hands of locally
elected officials at the community
level, council’s statement read.

As well, council saw some worri-
some financial implications when it
came to costs related to provincially
required studies and reports that may
not necessarily be of local benefit.

Finally, council wished to be
recognized in the Plan20-50 docu-
ment as a transition zone due to its
unique position on the outskirts of
the region.

Once the province roles out new
legislation related to the WMR, Dyck
says that his council will re-evaluate
membership based on how it stacks

up next to council’s concerns.

“If the changes are such that it
looks positive and there’s a good
way forward, council may choose to
[remain a WMR member],” Dyck says.

What the legislation may not indi-
cate, though, is whether an opt-out of
WMR membership will result in the
loss of certain provincial funding or
privileges.

Indeed, Niverville has been the
recipient of some hefty provincial
grants in recent years.

As well, there is a lot at stake
as council waits on the province’s
decision regarding the annexation of
nearly 2,600 acres of land in order to
expand Niverville eastward.

To these unknowns, Dyck is
unprepared to speculate on what a
rejection of WMR involvement might
mean for the community’s future.
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Nivervilles Remembrance Day Service Heads Back Indoors

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On November 11, 2024, the Niver-
ville Remembrance Day service is
heading back to the Heritage Cen-
tre for another event that won't soon
be forgotten.

The formal service will begin at
10:00 a.m. in the ballroom followed
by a light luncheon in the atrium
immediately afterward.

Attendees can anticipate another
moving service featuring this year’s
special guest, Angela Orosz-Richt.

Hailing from Montreal, Orosz-
Richt has become known as one of
Auschwitz’s youngest survivors. She
was born in the Nazi concentration
camp in December 1944 weighing
only 2.2 pounds. Her mother Vera
had been subjected to painful pre-
natal experiments carried out by
Nazi physician Josef Mengele.

Upon her birth, Orosz-Richt was
too weak to cry, which meant she
went completely unnoticed by Nazi
guards until camp survivors were
liberated one month later.

Orosz-Richt’s father didn’t
escape the camp alive.

In 2015 and 2016, she testified

for a ride

204-347-5518

against two former concentration
camp guards at trials held in Ger-
many. In recent years, she’s become
an active speaker at the Montreal
Holocaust Museum, bringing her
story to thousands of students.
Unfortunately, due to unanticip-
ated medical concerns, Orosz-Richt
was unable to accept the invitation
to speak at Niverville’'s service
in person. In lieu, The Citizen’s
Brenda Sawatzky flew to Montreal

to conduct a live interview in Orosz-
Richt’s home.

Attendees of the November
11 service will be the first to wit-
ness the video recording of that
interview.

As in previous years, the Niv-
erville Remembrance Day service
will be an event geared for every
generation.

The 3234 Manitoba Horse St.
Pierre Army Cadets, along with the
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stmalorednose.com

Girl Guides Embers, will be there to
greet guests and escort the wreath
layers. The beautiful voice of Mel-
anie Bergen will transport attendees
back to wartime 1939 with the song
“We’'ll Meet Again.”

Niverville Remembrance Day
committee member Donald Stott
says it was important for the com-
mittee to bring the traditional ser-
vice back indoors.

Last year, for a change of pace,
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the service was held outdoors at
the cenotaph on Main Street. It
was a bitterly cold and snowy day,
bringing out a small gathering in
comparison to the hundreds that
typically attend the service.

The Heritage Centre had con-
ducted its own Remembrance Day
service for the many seniors located
in their facility.

For Stott, though, the act of
remembering is something he
believes the community needs to
do together, under one roof, in one
accord.

“We don’t want to lose anybody
anywhere,” Stott says. “We want [to
keep] everyone together.

As for Stott, he is among the third
generation of his family to have
experienced the peace that was
purchased through sacrifices made
by his father, Jack Stott, who served
in World War II, and his grandfather
David Stott, who served in World
War L.

To become complacent about
war, he says, is just not an option.

“We just cannot forget,” says
Stott. “All we have to do is look
around the world right now. We
cannot forget what we've gone
through or we're going to repeat it.”
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Niverville Thrift Shop

By Jennifer Lavin

B jlavin@nivervillecitizen.com

The Niverville MCC Thrift Shop has
reached a remarkable milestone: it
has been serving the community for
50 years.

After the first MCC (Mennonite
Central Committee) Thrift Shop
opened in Altona in 1972, a group
of women from Niverville decided
they could do the same thing for
their community. By 1974, the
Niverville location was open for
business.

Five women from five different
churches spearheaded the project—
Kathy Dyck (Word of Life Mission
Church), Sadie Friesen (Niverville
Mennonite Church), Hedy Peters
(Niverville Mennonite Brethren
Church), Katherine Unger (Niver-
ville Christian Mennonite Confer-
ence Church), and Frances Klassen
(Elim Mennonite Church).

It should be noted that one of
those founders, Katherine Unger,
and her husband Abe are still regu-
lar volunteers at the store.

Over the years, the location of the
store has changed multiple times,
providing a kind of memory road
of former businesses. The original
thrift shop was at 226 Main Street,
the building that currently houses
Anya’s Hair studio.

The next year, the thrift store
moved into a building which had
previously been home to Neil
Toews’s Grocery Store and was
owned by Jake’s Electric. This build-
ing was located to the rear of what
is now Chicken Chef.

In 1977, the shop moved to its
third location, a former bakery on
Main Street. The store was housed
in this spot for six years, until it was
time to move again.

In 1983, the original location of
the thrift store came up for sale and
the business moved back to its first

Store manager Chris Banman and the four day managers of the MCC Thrift Shop.

home, this time as owners of the
building. In 1991, after some reno-
vations, Mayor Gil Wiebe presided
over a grand opening of this new
expanded version of the store.

In 1995, a second story was
added to this building and the
store remained at 226 Main Street
for another 13 years after that.

That’s when the former Key-
stone Hatchery right next door
was purchased, renovated, and

]
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reconstructed into the MCC build-
ing currently in use. The grand
opening for this location was held
on April 19, 2008.

“The footprints of the store’s
various locations have increased,
as have the monthly financial
donations to world missions,” says
Geoff Townsend, an MCC Thrift
Shop board member. “From its
humble beginnings in 1974, the
aim has been to serve the Niverville

Full Cycle
Bookkeeping

204-333-6757

tammy@trbookkeepingservice.ca

Payroll
Processing

Providing bookkeeping services for over 25 years.
We can help you prosper with reliable, affordable and quality service.

Income
Tax

trbookkeepingservice.ca

TRUCKING

& LEAS/ING LTD.

IMCC THRFT

? ey
P -

8 GEOFF TOWNSEND

community and raise financial sup-
port for worldwide missions.”

The Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (MCC) is an Anabaptist
Christian ministry. Their website
states, “We are an international
charity that shares God'’s love and
compassion for all by responding
to urgent needs around the world
and working for peace and justice.

The business model is simple
but has many moving parts. Anyone

Marks 50th

can donate their gently used items,
from dishes to clothes to sporting
goods. The Niverville shop then has
its approximately 100 volunteers
sort, clean, and price the items.

Profits are used for the upkeep
of the store, the managers’ salaries,
and any needed improvements or
repairs.

After funds are used to main-
tain the business, excess profit
is donated to MCC Manitoba,
which uses the funds to support
relief, development, and peace
work around the world. The store
also contributes to multiple local
non-profits.

MCC does charitable work in
45 countries on 393 projects with
1,108 workers. To date, they boast
some impressive statistics, such as
having provided training for 45,000
people in improving agriculture
and animal production methods,
providing direct clinical care to
38,000 people, giving educational
supplies and MCC school kits to
66,000 children, improving water
sources for 55,000 people, and
providing 208,000 people with food
assistance. This is just the tip of the
iceberg.

“Our thanks go out to the mem-
bers that have served on the board,
the management teams over the
years, as well as the many, many
volunteers that made all of this
possible over the last 50 years,” says
Townsend. “Our hope and prayer
is that many more people will take
up the baton and work together for
the future of your local MCC store,
possibly seeing it grow even more
in years to come!”

FORMOREINFORMATION

The Niverville MCC Thrift Shop always
welcomes new volunteers. For more infor-
mation about the store or to volunteer,

call 204-388-4404.
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By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On November 11, at 11:00 a.m., Niv-
erville’s Steve Choquette and his part-
ner Renee Baudry will be observing
a moment of silence in the nation’s
capital.

Choquette, who served 20 years
in the Canadian Armed Forces, views
this trip to Ottawa as a personal
pilgrimage.

“I think it’'s so important to
remember to honour those that went
before us,” Choquette says. “Some
people don’t have the privilege of
being able to go because they're not
with us. So we go and we stand for
those that can’t any longer. Also,
we're honouring the survivors. We're
still losing veterans through suicide
and post-traumatic stress, so I think
it's really important to show our
support.”

It will be Choquette’s first Remem-
brance Day service at the National
War Memorial and his first time
participating in the veterans’ march.

Choquette was just 17 years of
age when he joined the military,
inspired by a brother and several
uncles who also served. For 17 of
his 20 years, Choquette served as a
military policeman both domestically
and abroad.

While on Canadian soil, he pro-
vided law enforcement on military
bases. When deployed, his job
description included war crime
investigation, prisoner of war con-
tainment, and peacekeeping.

Choquette was only 25 when
he was deployed to Haiti in 1996,
right after the Haitian president was
ousted and revolutionaries took over
the country.

“There was no infrastructure,
no medical [system], the hospitals
were empty, there were no police,’
Choquette says. “So we flew in and
established a camp and then we did
everything we could to help that
country. We delivered humanitarian
aid and liberated a police station. We
intervened in a firefight between the
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[rebel] police force and the Haitian
national police”

Choquette describes one par-
ticular incident that was especially
unnerving at the time. On their way
to help liberate a police station, he
and his partner drove through the
gang-controlled region of Haiti’s cap-
ital city in a military-issued open Jeep
which offered almost no protection.

“The streets were lined with these
military-aged men waving machetes
and saying, ‘Go home!” Choquette
recalls. “It was like driving through a
riot. But we kept our cool. Sometimes
you have it and sometimes you fake
it”

For amilitary person, putting one-
selfin harm’s way in order to save the
lives of others is what it’s all about.
Still, Choquette says he needed con-
stant reminders as to who he was
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Steve Choquette with Rommel, his faithful German Shepherd.
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doing it for.

In Haiti, Choquette says the local
children he saw on a daily basis
inspired him to keep going.

“I knew why we were there,” he
says. “To give those kids a chance”

In 2003, Choquette headed on a
peacekeeping mission to the Golan
Heights, an area between Syria and
Israel which had been under military
occupation since 1973.

Peacekeepers from around the
world were deployed there, year after
year, to ensure the ceasefire between
the two middle eastern countries was
maintained.

A road runs through the Golan
Heights, creating a demilitarized
zone that stretches approximately
one mile across. Along this road is
a place called Checkpoint Charlie.
Here, Choquette was stationed
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along with other military police from
Poland, Slovakia, and Austria. He was
the only Canadian on the site.

It was also here, under the instruc-
tion of two Austrian men, both named
Wolfgang, that Choquette learned the
art of military dog training.

“We lived in this zone where there
were landmines and barbed wire and
we were the only road that connected
Syria to Israel,” Choquette says. “Any-
one that crossed our border crossing
area, we would conduct searches
with the dogs to make sure there were
no explosives, no unauthorized fire-
arms, no drugs or contraband items,
things like that”

Choquette has many other stor-
ies he chooses not to tell, including
stories that bear witness to the untold
cruelty man is able to inflict upon his
fellows in times of conflict.
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When Choquette finally left mil-
itary service in 2008, he says it took
some work to reintegrate back into
civilian life.

“It takes so much time,” Choquette
says. “I had to seek counselling for
myselfin order to get to a good place.
I've experienced those things and I
guess knowing that I did everything
that I could helped me get to a place
where I could manage those feelings.
I'm not going to lie. We all have our
nightmares about the things we’'ll
never unsee. But somebody had to
do it. You do for those who cannot
[do for themselves].”

Today a framed display of Cho-
quette’s five military medals rests in
his dining room, a daily reminder of
his time in service.

Apart from those medals, Cho-
quette also brought home some
basic fluency in about seven different
languages which he learned while
making friends abroad.

More recently, Choquette is find-
ing joy in his vintage motorcycle
collection and his faithful German
Shepherd, Rommel.

The first bike he purchased was
a 1968 BSA Thunderbolt, the same
make and model his father owned
as a much younger man.

The bike has since sparked some
fond memories for his aging father,
who suffered a few strokes and lives
with dementia.

“I'said to myself, if my 80-year-old
dad wants to go for a ride, I'm going
to make it happen,” Choquette says.

Choquette’s next purchase was
a vintage Russian Ural bike with an
attached sidecar painted, appropri-
ately, in a camoulflage pattern. Cho-
quette has since fulfilled his dream,
taking his dad for occasional spins in
the bike’s sidecar.

But it's Rommel’s occupation of
the sidecar next to Choquette that
really garners attention from Niver-
ville’s residents. Using skills from his
military dog training days, Choquette
has created the perfect riding partner
in his trusty Shepherd, who sits proud
next to his master as they parade
through town.
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Community Groups Appeal to Province
for Improved Rural Public Transit

LOCALNEWS 9
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If a community-to-community
bus servicewas offered at

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On October 18, representa-
tives from a variety of Mani-
toba organizations convened
at Brandon University for a
public launch and panel dis-
cussion on a new report en-
titled “Connecting Commun-
ities: Strengthening Public
Transportation Options in
Rural Manitoba”

“All people have a right to
movement and mobility, but
for many rural Manitobans,
options for traveling between
communities are few to
non-existent,” says report
author Hannah Muhajarine.
“While many rural municipal-
ities and local organizations
are stepping up, the provincial
government needs to take on
more responsibility to ensure
a baseline of efficient, afford-
able, interconnected, and sus-
tainable public transportation
services for Manitobans across
the province

Muhajarine, policy
researcher with Manitoba’s
Climate Action Team (CAT),
was one of four experts to
attend the launch and discuss
the report’s findings. She was
accompanied by Niall Harney
of the Manitoba chapter of the
Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives, Connie Gamble
of the Southeast Regional
Transportation Initiative,
and Serena Bittner of Trans-
portation Options Network for
Seniors.

“Rural communities heav-
ily rely on personal vehicles
and the support of friends
and family to reach their des-
tinations, whether for work,
school, services, medical
appointments, or other needs,’
says Gamble in a press release.
“To achieve sustainable trans-
portation equity comparable
to urban areas, it is essential
to secure operating funding
for the creation of affordable
and reliable regional public
transportation, enabling
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and Hannah Muhajarine.

rural communities to thrive
and grow.”

According to the report,
though, it's about more than
just creating equal opportunity
to get around. Affordable and
accessible public transporta-
tion ensures that everyone has
adequate access to healthcare.
It also helps to improve local
economies and overall pub-
lic safety, all while reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

Leading to the completion
of the report, Muhajarine
and others spent the past
year researching the topic of
Manitoba’s rural transporta-
tion needs.

They engaged public inter-
est groups in conversations
and reviewed how provinces
like Ontario and Nova Scotia
are currently supporting their
own interconnected rural
transportation systems.

A survey was also sent out,
open to all adult Manitobans,
especially those who are more
likely to be transportation-de-
pendent. These included sen-
iors, the mobility-challenged,
newcomers to the province,
low-income earners, and
members of the Indigenous
community.

The survey sought to pin-
point the most significant
transportation challenges

HANITOBA
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within these groups. Based on
responses received, 81 percent
said that a public rural bus
service with affordable fares,
convenient scheduling, and
service to the communities
they frequently visit would
improve their lives.

“We also asked people if
they are satisfied with their
transportation options to
access medical services
because we know that that’s a
really pressing issue for rural
communities,” Muhajarine
tells The Citizen. “Thirty-five
percent said yes, they are satis-
fied, but 40 percent said no,
they weren’t, and 21 percent
were unsure.’

Any way you look at it, says
Mubhajarine, people are falling
through the cracks.

Historically speaking,
there was a time when some
rural communities enjoyed a
limited level of public transit
options.

According to Muhajarine,
Greyhound buses offered rural
services for approximately 30
years in Manitoba.

Around the year 2010,
they began to cut back their
services, and in 2018 they dis-
continued rural services here
altogether.

With the exception of a few
privately owned taxi or shuttle

companies, there’s been no
replacement for Greyhound’s
services.

Mubhajarine says there are a
number of ways the province
could use the report’s findings
to move forward proactively
and these recommendations
will be presented to the Min-
ister of Transportation and
Infrastructure as well as the
Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, along with a
copy of the report.

Though invited to attend
the launch, no government
officials were represented.

The first step Muhajarine
says the province should take
is to create their own steering
committee to meet with rural
municipal and organization
representatives to determine
the exact needs and strategize
ways to fill those needs.

“Responsibility can’t be
[left to] municipalities and
other organizations to handle
this problem on their own,’
Muhajarine says. “The prov-
ince supports urban public
transit in Winnipeg and a few
other major urban centres.
People like me, living in Win-
nipeg, get to benefit from it.
But if you're living in a rural
community, then there’s no
services for you. It becomes
up to you to buy your own
vehicle or to ask your friends
and family for rides”

Working on the Climate
Action Team, Muhajarine
can appreciate the effort the
province has been putting
into electric vehicle adoption
in recent months.

Still, she says, to focus all
the attention there is a bit
myopic.

“The CAT is obviously a
climate organization, but
we wanted to take this on
because, [while] rural trans-
portation may not be the
main lever for driving down
emissions, I think that it has
a role to play. The province
can’t just be thinking about
electric transportation as the
only option.”
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Student body of Gab- Roy, Grades Nine through Twelve

Ecole Gabrielle-Roy Hosts
40th Anniversary Celebration

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On November 9, alumni of Ecole/Col-
lege Régional Gabrielle-Roy (Gab-
Roy), their parents, members of the
community members are invited to
the celebration of a major milestone
of this all-French school.

The special occasion? Gab-Roy is
turnings 40.

The event will kick off at 6:00 p.m.
with tours of the school provided by
teachers and administrators.

For many of the earlier alumni
and their parents, the tour will be of
interest due to the many facelifts the
school has undergone since it first
opened in 1984.

At 7:30, the festivities will continue
at the TC Energy Centre with a social
that includes a dance, cash bar, and
late lunch.

Special addresses will be made
by the four founding Tle-des-Chénes

(IDC) residents who are the key rea-
son the school exists today.

“We're hoping to have some mem-
orabilia and some of the [school]
clothing there on display,” says vice
principal Roxanne Tétreault. “The
school [also] has every yearbook
since it opened.”

Over the course of the last 40
years, 1,911 graduating students
have donned cap and gown in a fully
French setting thanks to Gab-Roy.

The school’s success, Tétreault
says, has much to do with the dedi-
cated staff who have taught here
through the years.

“They teach not only the French
language but the French culture,” says
Tétreault. “We're known for being
proud of our francophone history
and it’s a big part of our education
here at the school”

The community, too, can be proud
of the hard-won battle that brought
the school to IDC in the first place.

It all began in the 1970s when a

group of local parents started advo-
cating for their children’s French
education.

“Itwas deemed the white elephant
of southeast Manitoba because the
provincial government didn’t think
that a French high school was neces-
sary in our area,” Tétreault says of that
uncertain period. “The parents had
to fight for years and years... but the
province always kept saying, ‘You're
never going to fill up that school. And
now we've had four major additions
and we're at 565 students and we're
still overflowing. It’s definitely a suc-
cess story.”

The original school, builtin 1984,
began with students from Grades
Seven to Eleven. That first year, Grade
Twelve students were transported to
Collége Lorette.

But by 1986, Gab-Roy was already
undergoing its first addition, mak-
ing space this time to accommodate
students from Kindergarten through
Grade Twelve.

As an elementary student
attending the nearby ile-des-Chénes
School at the time, Tétreault recalls
being among those kids whose
parents wanted them to have an all-
French education.

“I'remember, because the schools
were close together, that we actually
walked to the new school with our
[supplies] in our hands,” Tétreault
muses.

Exactly ten years later, in 1994,
another monumental event took
place in Manitoba, and this one once
again changed the face of French
education forever.

“It was the year that the DSFM
was formed,” Tétreault says. “We
transferred from Seine River to
the DSFM. I remember that very
distinctly because we had a parade
down IDC Main Street to celebrate
the new school division. That year
we were also celebrating the tenth
anniversary of Gab-Roy, so we had
a celebration in the gym with all of

the students there and we had done
little skits to compare 1984 with 1994.
The parents were invited and it was
a huge deal”

In 2003, another addition was
built. This one was quite significant,
adding a full second floor to the
building.

“They added a new library, a few
classrooms, and a music room,”
Tétreault says. “Upstairs we had
home economics and woodworking”

According to Tétreault, this is the
first such celebration the school has
seen in 30 years. The DSFM has also
jumped on board, adding their own
contributions as they celebrate their
own 30-year milestone.

“We're hoping that this will be
like one big class reunion for all of
the Gab alumni as well as former
staff members who we're inviting,”
Tétreault says.

Tickets for the social event are $20
per adult and available on the school
website.

T
INDIVIDI.IAL")

2020

204-807-5701

CHRISTOPHER HOFER

— YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENT ————
CALL ME TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION!

chrishoferrealtor@gmail.com

I——Urrrnnnm

s ::\ ROYAL LEPAGE

. T
Chrlstopher Hofer Top Producers Real Estate
RealEs!ateAgent“ INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.christopherhofer.ca




LOCALNEWS

12

THE CITIZEN | NOVEMBER 2024

Niverville JoinsOther RMsto

ExploreCreationof Regional Library

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

When Niverville councillor Meghan
Beasant ran in the last municipal
election, she told voters that she'd
make it her mandate to research the
feasibility of a local public library.

Two years into her term, she’s
making good on that promise.

Very soon, the unused space in
the south end of the Centennial
Arena will have received a complete
makeover. When the doors open,
residents of Niverville will enjoy their
new lending library.

At council’s October 1 public
meeting, council also voted unani-
mously in favour of appointing Beas-
ant and Warren Britton, Niverville’s
Director of Recreation, to a working
group whose job will be to explore
the possibility of creating a regional
public library.

Beasant says it all began with a
meeting initiated by Meghan Hansen,
the province’s library consultant, held
at Steinbach city hall.

“They reached out to all of the
southeastern communities and
everybody was there, [including] rep-
resentatives from major libraries like
Springfield and Jake Epp [Library],
Beasant says. “It was a large informa-
tion session showing the benefits of
regional libraries.”

While the meeting’s primary
objective was to provide generalized
information, a secondary goal was

‘BLACK
FRIDAY .

Warren Britton and Meghan Beasant at the Niverville Centennial Arena, where a new lending library will soon open.

to facilitate a working group which
could include members from each
interested municipality.

Attendees from the various muni-
cipalities have until the end of the
year to register their interest in being
involved in the working group.

At that point, Hansen will oversee
meetings which will begin sometime
in the new year.

Beasant says that she and Britton
will register.

“It’s nice to see that this is being
considered important by the [prov-
incial] government,” Beasant says.
“They were looking at how many
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people live in southeastern Manitoba
and how many actually have access
[to a public library] within a decent
driving distance, and the numbers
are just not really where anyone
would like them to be.”

Should the working group end up
ironing out the details for a shared
public library, Beasant says the gov-
ernment will provide a lot of flexibility
in terms of what those communities
would like their regional library to
look like.

For example, Beasant says there is
amunicipal library in Manitoba that
lends more than just books and audio
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materials. There is also an entire
section dedicated to the lending of
housewares and other items, too.

But there’s nothing simple about
planning a regional library in collab-
oration with other communities.

Perhaps the biggest question
they'll have to ask themselves is basic:
where will it be located?

Available space, of course, is prob-
ably front and centre in that equation.
As it stands, Niverville has little to no
existing space that would suffice for
a library of any significant size. And
building one would be an expensive
endeavour.
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“Unfortunately, there is no gov-
ernment grant that [provides] capital
funding,” Beasant says. “You're always
on your own to find the space and do
the fundraising for [a library]”

That’s why, for now, Beasant will
continue to work with Britton on the
completion of the lending library. She
sees it as taking the first step.

Britton, who is overseeing the
renovations at the Centennial Arena,
says that an updated kitchen has
been installed and final touches are
being taken on the flooring, ceiling
tiles, and paint.

The inclusion of a kitchen, he says,
is to allow the space to operate as a
mixed-use facility.

As for donated books, Britton
says the collection is already well
underway.

“My uncle downsized a couple of
years ago and he had a huge library,’
says Britton. “His biggest concern
with downsizing is what would hap-
pen to all his books. So he was very
happy to hear [about our library] and
we took pretty much a full palette
over from his house.”

Other donations have also been
trickling in. But Britton recommends,
at this stage, that residents wait until
the facility is open to drop off any
more books.

As for the types of books they’ll
accept, Beasant says every genre is
welcome.

“That is the point of a library,
Beasant says. “To have a lot of [dif-
ferent] resources.
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MMHS Presents Guided Tours

of East and West Reserves

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

On October 10 and 22, local
history buffs were treated to
two special events in honour
of the 150th anniversary of
the arrival of the Mennonite
people in Manitoba.

Thanks to the dedicated
efforts of the Manitoba Men-
nonite Historical Society
(MMHS), guided bus tours
carried participants to all the
major points of significance
on both the East and West
Reserves.

Tickets for the all-day
excursions sold for $60 per
person.

For that price, guests were
treated to a seat on a chartered
bus, a Mennonite-inspired
lunch, and the dynamic his-
torical storytelling of their
tour guides: Conrad Stoesz,
the president of the MMHS,
and Ernie Braun, an MMHS
board member.

“Being on location, you get
a better sense of [the story],’
says Stoesz. “It’s a different
way of learning history, a little
more tangible than just a text-
book or listening to stories or
even seeing it on film”

The October 10 event cov-
ered the territory known as the
East Reserve, which runs from
the banks of the Red River
eastward to Steinbach.

Participants were picked
up at the north grounds of the
Canadian Mennonite Univer-
sity in Winnipeg at 8:30 a.m.
and returned to their starting
point by 5:00 p.m.

The first stop was the Men-
nonite Memorial Landing site,
located near Niverville at the

confluence of the Red and Rat
Rivers.

Participants could also
choose to begin their ride from
this location.

The tour included the
Schantz sheds cairn, a stop in
Niverville at the site of the ox
cart used by early settlers, as
well as a series of other signifi-
cant sites en route.

At the halfway point, par-
ticipants took a break at the
Chortitz Heritage Church for
lunch. This church in Ran-
dolph is the gathering place
of one of the first Mennonite
congregations in western Can-
ada. The building dates back
to 1897.

The West Reserve tour
followed on October 22 and
focused on the eastern half of
this territory.

The first point of interest
was the Fort Dufferin National
Historic Site of Canada,
located near the town of Emer-
son. Established in 1872, this
site served as a port of entry
to Manitoba and gateway to
western Canada.

For years, it also functioned
as an immigration station to
many newcomers, including
Mennonites.

From there, the tour bus
trekked westward along Post
Road.

“If you can imagine a flat,
almost treeless plain, in the
dark, in a winter snowstorm,
you're going to get lost,” says
Stoesz. “In 1878, the Mennon-
ites decided to put in posts
every 250 feet along the most
commonly used road. It went
from Emerson, which was the
economic hub at the time, to
Mountain City, which was just
south of Morden.”
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Post Road, also known
as Provincial Road 243, is
believed to be the trail taken
by the Mennonites from Fort
Dufferin to all points west.

Other stops along the
West Reserve route included
a cemetery in Edenberg,
cairns at Neuanlage, and the
community of Neubergthal,
the nationally recognized
site of the historic Mennonite
house-barns.

Conrad Stoez at the Mennonite Memorial Landing.
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Participants travelling with
either tour enjoyed far more
than just interesting historical
sights.

Both Stoesz and Braun
are storytellers who kept the
participants engaged by tell-
ing heartwarming and tragic
Mennonite migration stories.

Stoesz recounts one story of
young Margaretha Esau. At the
tender age of four, Margaretha
went down in history as the

first Mennonite immigrant to
die on Manitoba soil.

As the story goes, Esau’s
family was on a train, headed
from their home in Ukraine
to England where they would
board a ship bound for
Canada.

“On the train, she gets
yanked by the conductor off
the train and she falls and hits
her head on a stone,” Stoesz
says. “From then on, her
health is not good. The [family]
arrives by ship at the Red and
Rat junction on August 1 and
goes to the immigration sheds.
Margaretha dies on the third of
August in 1874

With no cut wood to build
the young girl a coffin, the
family solicited the help of
local swimmers to retrieve a
plank which was afloat on the
Red River.

With only bare essentials,
they fashioned a box in which
to lay her body.

According to Stoesz, 30
unmarked graves lie at an
unknown location somewhere
just west of Niverville. This
site holds some of the earliest
Mennonite immigrants, like
young Margaretha.

Another story with a
less tragic ending is that of
67-year-old Johann Schroeder.
Schroeder and his family were
also at the English port that
day, ready to board for their
trip to Canada.

Schroeder, having very
poor eyesight, relied on the
guidance of his young son
Jacob to help him navigate
the busy port. Over the fath-
er’s shoulder was slung a huge
bag of dried bread known as
reischja, which would sustain
the family on their arduous

journey across the ocean.

As the story goes, and
unfortunately for Schroeder,
his young son gradually
became so transfixed by the
busyness of the port, ships,
and machinery that he failed
to vigilantly guide his father
along the way.

“Johann is walking up the
plank [to the boat] carrying
this bag of reischja and hold-
ing Jacob’s hand,” Stoesz says.
“Johann missteps and he falls
off the plank and into the
water below, pulling his son
in with him. Jacob is able to
grab hold of a bar, and he’s
looking around for his dad
who doesn’t know how to
swim. But because Johann is
holding the bag of reischja, it
acts like a life preserver and so
he is saved by it.”

Stoesz points out that many
stories like these have been
trickling down from genera-
tion to generation since the
time of the first Mennonite’s
arrival.

Thanks to the work of
the Mennonite Heritage
Archives (MHA), where Stoez
is employed, these stories are
finally being written down for
posterity.

“This is the 150th anniver-
sary of Mennonites in Mani-
toba, but there were commem-
orative events for the 25th and
the 50th and the 100th too,
and all of those events were
times when people would
gather stories and write them
down,” says Stoesz. “Because
of those events, we now have
these stories 150 years later”

The Plett Foundation has
been instrumental in sup-
porting the East and West
Reserve bus tours.

X
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Non-Profit Focuseson

Southeast Homeless Crisis

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

For years, many Manitobans have
held to the common misconception
that homelessness is a Winnipeg-cen-
tric issue, but nothing could be further
from the truth.

In recent years, more and more
communities in the rural southeast
are witnessing the telltale signs
left by an ever-growing homeless
population.

Many of these rural homeless have
been congregating at encampments,
or tent villages, in Steinbach.

Thanks to the generous spirits of a
collection of local volunteers in recent
years, the idea for The INN Inc. was
born.

Board members of The INN, which
stands for Initiative for Neighbourly
Nights, believe it’s possible to put an
end to homelessness in southeastern
Manitoba if the right resources are
provided.

And that’s just what they intend
to do.

Still in its fundraising and design
phase, The INN will be a two-storey,
apartment-style structure in Stein-
bach. Its primary purpose will be
to provide shelter for people in the
region who find themselves homeless.

Clients of the facility will have
short-term use of private or semi-pri-
vate rooms. Washrooms, a kitchen
area, and laundry spaces will be
shared.

In total, The INN will provide a
place of solace for around 30 people,
with additional room to create an
emergency shelter if needed.

Leona Doerksen is the original
visionary for The INN and is chair-
person of its board today. She says
that the board’s intent is to maintain
alocal focus.

“We don’t have the resources to
help people from all over the prov-
ince, so we will be focusing on the
needs of those in southeast Mani-
toba,” Doerksen says.

A staff member of the Salvation Army Winnipeg Centre of Hope gives a tour to

i

Leona Doerksen (middle) and Lisa Clark of Lisa Clark Designs (right).

The board has already secured a
general contractor for the build, util-
izing Hillside Construction based out
of Blumenort. The Lisa Clark Design
firm from Steinbach will be respon-
sible for creating the facility’s layout.
Other local businesses have pledged
in-kind support.

A seed fund has been established
thanks to church fundraising initia-
tives as well as events like Summer in
the City and Worship in the City. The
goal of The INN board is to complete
the build mortgage-free.

The mission statement of The Inn
Inc. is to provide safe, low-barrier,
transitional housing as soon as it
opens its doors.

“Rather than just a shelter in the
winter, The INN is committed to being
open 365 days of the year, because,
simply put, everyone needs a home
all year-round,” states a news release
from the nascent organization. “It is
only with stable housing that people
can focus on other needs they may
have.

Beyond just a place to eat and
sleep, The INN will provide, or assist
in accessing, full wrap-around ser-
vices through agencies that work in
housing, employment, mental health,
addiction recovery, spiritual wellness,
and other supports.

“The strategies used by The
INN are those endorsed by the
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evidenced-based Housing First
model,” the news release adds. “Sim-
ply put, this means that people are
welcomed in off the street and given
a place to live until a permanent
housing solution is found. Guests
will have access to the building 24/7
and they will work together with staff
and volunteers to help keep the neigh-
bourhood safe and clean”

For Doerksen, a registered social
worker, the issue of homelessness is
one that seems to have been escalat-
ing ever since the pandemic. Contrary
to common belief, it is not always the
result of poor life choices.

“Ninety-eight percent of people
living on the streets would say they'd
rather have a secure home,” says
Doerksen. “People don’t grow up
saying, ‘Someday I'm going to be
homeless. One of the biggest drivers
[of homelessness today] is a lack of
affordable housing’

Long-term affordable housing,
though, is one of the key components
that The INN can’t provide.

Nonetheless, Doerksen is hopeful
that developers will soon be encour-
aged to fill that gap.

In the meantime, those who find
themselves in a homeless situation
are often Employment and Income
Assistance (EIA) recipients, some-
times collecting government support
after the loss of a job or the inability

& LEONA DOERKSEN

to work while they are ill.

“[EIA recipients] get like $800 per
month,” Doerksen says. “None of us,
really, should be spending more than
30 percent of our income on housing.
Well, that’s $240 [for those on EIA].
Where can anyone even find a room
for $240 per month?”

Butthere’s another class ofhome-
less person these days. Doerksen calls
them the working poor.

“We have couples that are both
working and standing at the food-
banks because two people that are
at entry-level jobs can hardly afford
to pay rent, let alone a mortgage,”
Doerksen explains.

Many churches in the south-
east, she says, are doing their best
to address homelessness in their
communities. But when it comes to
dealing with addictions or mental
health concerns, they aren’t always
equipped to help end the cycle.

“[This region does| have addic-
tion treatment [and mental health
resources| available, but for someone
who doesn’t have an address or a way
to get around, it’s harder for them to
access that,” says Doerksen.

With a mandate to end homeless-
ness in the southeast, Doerksen says
that The INN board has developed a
twofold strategy to make that happen:
prevention and diversion.

Prevention includes more than

EVERY MONDAY NIGHT

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS |

just lobbying for the construction of
affordable housing units. The board
also intends to work alongside the
province’s corrections system and
Child and Family Services (CFS) to
determine housing needs for those
exiting correction facilities or aging
out of the foster system.

Diversion, on the other hand, will
mean helping guests of The INN get
safely back to the community from
which they came.

In some cases, where a relationship
breakdown is the cause of someone’s
homelessness, the team anticipates
providing mediation counselling to
help restore them to their original
home.

Currently, the board has seven
members, but Doerksen says they
would welcome more. Over the
coming months, they hope to build
board diversity by adding members
of the business community as well
as those who provide spiritual care,
including a member of the Indigen-
ous community.

Eventually, a director and two staff
members will be hired to run the
facility. Volunteers will be needed on
an ongoing basis for food preparation,
maintenance, and general guest care.

“We've committed to the com-
munity that we will work with our
guests to keep our neighbourhood
clean and work towards increased
safety,” Doerksen says. “We feel that
we are going to make the neighbour-
hood safer because we're welcoming
people off the street so they will no
longer have a need to be stealing or
breaking into people’s property to try
to stay warm.”

Optimistically, Doerksen says the
first shovel could hit the ground as
early as the upcoming spring.

That projection is dependent,
however, on the board achieving their
fundraising goals.

FORMOREINFORMATION

To learn more, donate, or volunteer, visit:
www.steinbachinn.ca

BUY ONLINE

DOOR PRIZES FROM 6:00pm-8:30pm
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Almond Nail Bar Opens
sinNiverville

ItsDoor

Jennifer Lavin

B jlavin@nivervillecitizen.com

On Tuesday, October 29, the
long-awaited Niverville lo-
cation of Almond Nail Bar
opened its doors at Unit 8A,
40 Drovers Run.

The store is open Monday
to Friday from 10:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m. and on Saturdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

To celebrate the opening,
Almond is offering a special 50
percent discount on services
until November 30.

Almond Nail Bar has hired
six team members for the Niv-
erville location, three of whom
are local. The manager of the
store is an already established
Almond employee.

Thomas Nguyen, founder
and CEO of Almond Nail Bar,
established his company 14
years ago and has proudlyled
it ever since.

“Almond Nail Bar stands
out because of our commit-
ment to providing a unique,
healthier nail care experience,’
says Nguyen. “Our success
is driven by our innovative,
proprietary products like
Magic Polish and Almond-X,
which offer safe, high-quality
alternatives to traditional nail
products. We're also known
for our accessible luxury—our
clients enjoy consistent quality
at affordable prices. Finally,
our unwavering dedication to
high standards in cleanliness
and eco-friendly practices has
built trust and loyalty among
our customers.’

Almond is a thriving
business with 11 locations in
Winnipeg and another four
coming soon. A Steinbach

N

Sparkline

The store manager at the new Niverville location.

location is also on the way.

The company is in the
process of branching out to
other provinces. One nail bar
is already in business in British
Columbia, with two more on
the way. An Ontario location
is coming soon.

“Niverville is our second
location outside of Winnipeg,
and we're thrilled to bring our
high standards in nail care
and dedication to quality,”

O THOMAS NGUYEN

Nguyen says. “Our mission is
to make top-tier nail services
accessible, and we look for-
ward to becoming part of this
community.

FORMOREINFORMATION
M To learn more about Almond Nail
Bar Niverville, email niverville@al-
mondnailbar.com.

B Book an appointment at: www.
phorest.com/salon/almondniverville

SERVICE CENT"S"

Alignments- Brakes-Tire-Safeties
Diagnostics-Free Shuttle and Courtesy Car

30 CEDAR DRIVE, NIVERVILLE, MB

204-388-4888

www.sparkline.ca
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UPCOMING HOME GAMES

NOVEMBER 8 @ 7:30 PM.
VS. SWAN VALLEY STAMPEDERS

NOVEMBERI/ @ 6:00 PM.

VS. WINKLER FLYERS

NOVEMBER 20 @ 7:30 PM.
VS. PORTAGE TERRIERS

NOVEMBER 22 @ 7:30 PM.
VS. STEINBACH PISTONS

SPONSORED BY:

varian

A Siemens Healthineers Company

{I NOVEMBER 27 @ 7:30 PM.
VS. SELKIRK STEELERS
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www.mjhinighthawks.ca
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Ritchot Reviews Food Waste
Management Pilot Program

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

One hundred Ritchot households
participated in a food waste reduc-
tion program this summer, thanks to
apilot project sponsored by the RM.

At council’s October 2 public
meeting, the results of the project
were available for review.

Presenting the results was Bri-
gitte Kirady, municipal program
coordinator for Food Cycle Science,
an Ottawa-based corporation whose
mission is to promote widespread
food waste solutions for Canadians.

Based on Kirady’s presentation,
the program seems to have been an
overwhelming success.

Kirady's first presentation to Ritch-
ot’s council took place in February
of this year.

At the time, she introduced them
to the FoodCycler, an innovative
household appliance, about the size
of a bread machine, that transforms
regular food waste into a nutrient-rich
soil amendment in a matter of hours.

The byproduct is dry, sterile, and
odourless. It takes up about one-tenth
the mass and weight of the food waste
it originated from and can be added
to garden beds once complete.

“From an environmental

standpoint, the FoodCycler is a net
negative carbon solution,” Kirady told
council. “What that means is that,
just like planting trees or using solar
panels, when you use the FoodCycler
to avoid sending food waste to a land-
fill, you're avoiding more greenhouse
gasses than you're creating”

Since its inception, Food Cycle
Science has partnered with more
than 150 municipal-
ities across Canada,
providing the means
for each municipality
to cost-share with their
residents.

Ritchot’s council
was among those that
agreed to greenlight
a three-month pilot
program.

After a $10,000
investment, the RM
was able to find 100
residents willing to
purchase a FoodCycler
and participate in the
12-week trial.

In the end, all the program’s par-
ticipants were allowed to keep the
appliance.

During the trial period, users
tracked their FoodCycler usage.
Afterward they were asked to com-
plete a survey and submit it to Food

Cycle Science.

“We were able to collect a total
of 86 survey responses,” Kirady told
council at the October meeting. “Typ-
ically, response rates are anywhere
between 75 and 80 percent, so this 86
percent s alot higher than expected
and it speaks to your community’s
strong engagement and interest in
the program.”

ust like planting trees or using
solar panels, whenyou usethe
FoodCyclerto avoid sending
foodtothe landfill you're
avoiding more greenhouse
gassesthan youre creating. "

Brigitte Kirady | Food Cycle Science

Based on survey results, 57 per-
cent of Ritchot’s participating house-
holds reported throwing these food
scraps into the garbage prior to their
purchase of a FoodCycler.

Thirty-eight percent were using
a backyard composting system
before, but only half of that number

ROOFING

SERVING MANITOBA SINCE 1977

weekends and flexible times available

Call: 204-883-2382

AjaxRoofing.ca

services, Safeties and
Fixes on all Heavy Duty
Trucks and Trailers

Open: Monday-Friday

1755 PTH 75 Hwy, $t. Adolphe

composted all year-round.

Reasons for not composting in the
past included undesirable odours
and attraction of wild animals. How-
ever, most admitted that it was just
too labour-intensive and required
more space than they had available
in their yard.

With the introduction of the
FoodCycler to households, though,
the participants were
shown to have run the
machine an average of
3.5 times per week.

According to
Kirady, over the course
of just one year, this
level of indoor com-
posting would divert
approximately 26.5
metric tonnes of food
waste from the landfill
from this one group
alone.

In terms of CO?
emissions, this equates
to the amount of car-
bon a 40-acre forest sequesters over
the course of one year.

Reducing household waste also
means that people go through far
fewer plastic garbage bags.

According to this study, it is
realistic to expect a reduction of
approximately 41 garbage bags per

New stories
published
daily!
Citizen

www.nivervillecitizen.com

household per year.

“With just 100 FoodCyclers in your
community, there are now over 4,000
fewer garbage bags being hauled to
your landfill each year,” Kirady said.

Food waste awareness was
another key component to come
out of the pilot program. By far the
majority of the survey respondents
indicated a greater motivation to
waste less food.

These same respondents believe
that the majority of Ritchot residents
could be encouraged to run Food-
Cyclers in their homes if the municip-
ality made them available to residents
atalow cost or no cost at all.

One hundred percent of
respondents indicated an intent to
continue using their FoodCycler after
the program was complete.

“This level of participation far
exceeds any other organic waste
management solution out there
today,” Kirady said. “For example,
here in Ottawa we have a green bin
program that offers weekly curbside
pickup. That only has a 57 percent
participation rate”

Mayor Chris Ewen thanked Kirady
for her presentation.

As one of the 100 participants,
Ewen says he loves the FoodCycler
appliance and highly recommends
it to others.
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By Jennifer Lavin

5 jlavin@nivervillecitizen.com

Earlier this month, T had the privilege
of witnessing my husband Paul be-
come a Canadian citizen. During the
ceremony, we were shown a video
called “Welcome, There Is Room”—
and I'was struck by the power of those
words and the weight of history be-
hind them.

The story of Canada begins
between 10,000 and 12,000 years
ago as the last Ice Age wound down
and sea levels shifted.

That’s when a strip of land, now
known as the Beringia land bridge,
appeared between present-day
Siberia and Alaska. This bridge is
theorized to be the point of arrival
for the first human beings in this
part of the world.

Over the next several thousand
years, the descendants of these
travellers settled throughout mod-
ern-day Canada, eventually popu-
lating much of the country.

They were the ancestors of the
Indigenous peoples who still call
this land home.

In 1285, the Indigenous peoples
of Canada held a meeting that drew
an estimated 10,000 people from
dozens of communities, some hun-
dreds of miles away, at Nistawayak.

Nistawayak, meaning “Three
Points,” is the original Cree name
for the Forks.

It is believed that this gathering
was held during a time of great
struggle and war, and it would have
required extensive and lengthy
preparations to pull off.

Yet after a few weeks, the group
succeeded at signing a treaty that
forged peace throughout vast terri-
tories that now comprise multiple
provinces and states.!

The historical significance of the
Nistawayak gathering, so large and
so diverse, is immense and a tes-
tament to the Indigenous peoples

) ; 0
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Paul Lavin becoming a citizen of Canada.

and their desire to live peacefully
together on their land.

Less than 300 years after this his-
toric gathering, the first Europeans
set foot in Manitoba and the lives of
the Indigenous peoples of Canada
changed forever.

Butlet’s get back to my husband’s
citizenship ceremony. It was held
at Union Station in Winnipeg, only
steps from the confluence of the
Red and Assiniboine Rivers—in
other words, the Forks, or historic
Nistawayak.

It is very likely that the hugely
consequential meeting that took

SAVINGS
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place here 739 years ago saw
Indigenous peoples walk the
exact same ground where today
newcomers to Canada are granted
citizenship.

Judge Suzanne Carriere, Can-
ada’s first Métis citizenship judge,
presided over the ceremony and
spoke about our country and its
history. She reminded everyone in
attendance that being a Canadian
affords many privileges and rights,
but it also requires us to be good
stewards of the land.

This land was not ours. It
belonged to the Indigenous peoples

8 JENNIFER LAVIN

for thousands of years before Euro-
pean settlers arrived. These settlers
took the land from the people
who had been living and thriving
here, people who still suffer today
because of what newcomers to their
country did.

But Judge Carriére, a descendent
of both groups, was the one to wel-
come my husband into Canada.

This powerful full circle moment
had me in tears from start to finish.

On October 7, 72 new Canadians
from 18 different countries were
sworn in as citizens of this free,
beautiful country. They weren't told

that our borders were closed or that
they weren’t wanted here. Instead
we all sang O Canada together and
72 people were given the message
that they are accepted.

As Canadians, we now hear land
acknowledgments on a regular
basis. They generally sound some-
thing like this.

“We acknowledge that we are
gathered on Treaty 1 Territory and
that Manitoba is located on the
Treaty Territories and ancestral
lands of the Anishinaabeg, Anishin-
inewuk, Dakota Oyate, Denesuline,
and Nehethowuk Nations. We
acknowledge that Manitoba is
located on the Homeland of the Red
River Métis. We acknowledge that
northern Manitoba includes lands
that were and are the ancestral
lands of the Inuit.”?

Through land acknowledge-
ments, we grant the first residents
of Canada the tiny offering of our
words for our shared country...
and we work to repair the damage
that was done to them and teach
our children about Canada’s long,
complicated history so we are not
doomed to repeat its darkest hours.

Canada is a glorious country—
vast and beautiful, free and open—
and every one of us is incredibly
fortunate to live here.

As immigrants and refugees
continue to seek the safety of our
nation, I hope we all choose to say,
“Welcome, there is room.”

REFERENCES

' Niigaan Sinclair, “Archaeology Unearths
Proof of Huge 1285 Meeting,” Winnipeg
Free Press. November 25,2019 (https://
www.winnipegfreepress.com/breaking-
news/2019/11/25/archaeology-uneart-
hs-proof-of-huge-1285-meeting).
2“Land Acknowledgement,” Government
of Manitoba. Date of access: October 24,
2025 (https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislatu-
re/about/land_acknowledgement.html).
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Niverville High School
Introduces Hockey Program

By Ty Dilello

B tdilello@nivervillecitizen.com

The Niverville High School Panthers
have been accepted into the Winni-
peg High School Hockey League for
the 2024-25 season, marking the first
time that Niverville will have a high
school hockey team.

The process began in the previ-
ous school year, when administra-
tion from both the Hanover School
Division and Niverville High School
sent out a survey to the community to
see whether there would be enough
interest in starting up a program.

The result? Plenty of interest, and
even more support.

In May, Niverville High School
made a presentation at the Winni-
peg High School Hockey League’s
annual general meeting. The league
approved Niverville’s proposal.

As soon as the Panthers became
an official member of the league, the
team’s inaugural coach, Brandon
Lockerby, got busy preparing for the

start of play in late October.

“There has been a lot of excite-
ment for the season to get going, not
only for the players on the team, but
students and staff at Niverville High
School,” says Lockerby. “[After] one
exhibition game at home so far, the
turnout was great. We're looking
forward to playing home games to
showcase the current rostet, but also
showcase an alternative for younger
hockey players”

Enough students signed up that
the school had to hold tryouts in early
October at the CRRC. The interest has
been quite overwhelming.

At the time of this writing, the Pan-
thers had already faced a couple of
regular season opponents.

They first travelled to the South
Winnipeg Community Centre to take
on Linden Christian on October 16.

That game resulted in a loss.

Their second bout, however, took
them to the Beausejour Sportplex
where they went up against the
Edward Schreyer Barons.

In that closely fought match, Niv-
erville came out on top, beating the
Barons 7-6.

The team came home to the CRRC
for the first time on Tuesday, October
29, facing off against the Glenlawn
Lions.

It was an opportunity for the team
to show the community some school
spirit.

“Starting up a new program like
this, there’s a lot that has gone into
getting to day one on the ice,” says
Will Cuccaro, the new team’s assistant
coach.

Cuccaro is also a board member
on the Niverville Nighthawks.

There are 24 regular season games
on the team’s schedule for their first
year in the WHSHLs Price Division,
including 12 home games.

The games typically take place in
the late afternoons on weekdays. All
games have free admission.

There are 11 other teams in the
division, including the Edward
Schreyer Barons, Kildonan East

Reivers, Lorette Scorpions, Louis-
Riel Voyageurs, Pinawa Panthers,
Powerview/Sagkeeng Wild, Warren
Wildcats, Windsor Park Royals, Glen-
lawn Lions, Linden Christian, and
Churchill.

“This was years in the making
through school approvals and school
positions being made so coaches
could be brought in to do both jobs,”
Cuccaro adds. “So a lot of work
has gone into getting a high school
hockey team in town. And now we've
finally put a foot on the ice, which
is great!”

In the future, there may also be
opportunities for the Panthers to col-
laborate with the Nighthawks, since
they share a home facility.

“It's been a lot of work behind the
scenes by many people to make this
amazing opportunity possible for our
students,” says Lockerby. “I'm looking
forward to working with the other
coaches and the players this season.
With the group we have, we hope to
establish a culture that will garner

the interest of many up-and-com-
ing hockey players at Niverville High
School for years to come.”

PITA PIT FUNDRAISERS
The team is partnering with the local
Pita Pit for a monthly fundraiser for
every month the team is on the ice.
For anyone who visits the Pita Pit
in Niverville to purchase food or drink
on these fundraising days, always on
aTuesday, and mentions that they're
there in support of Niverville High
School’s new hockey team, the pro-
ceeds will go towards the program.
This month, the fundraiser will
take place on October 29. Later in
the season, the fundraisers fall on the
following Tuesdays: November 26,
December 17, January 21, February
25, and March 25.

FORMOREINFORMATION

Check out the full schedule of home
games: https://www.winnipeghshl.ca/
team/11162/0/25569/268898/games
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West Coast Adventure: Taking

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

If you ask Rebecca Rempel what
brings her deep gratification, she’'d
tell you it's challenging her body and
mind to the ultimate extreme and
coming out on top.

Rempel speaks from experience.
This summer, over the course of five
and a half months, she hiked more
than 3,000 kilometres of rugged
terrain to complete the Pacific Crest
Trail (PCT).

The PCT is a nationally protected
trail running north from the U.S./
Mexico border to British Columbia,
winding through three states: Cal-
ifornia, Oregon, and Washington.
It's comprised of more than 4,000
kilometres of trail. Rempel had to
detour past about 700 kilometres
due to forest fires this year. Even so,
she’s proud of her accomplishment.

It's a gruelling trek, and not for
the faint of heart. It covers almost
every kind of terrain imaginable, from
desert to alpine and deep woods to
river crossing. This trail intentionally
avoids civilization, although villages
and towns can be reached off the
beaten path in certain areas.

Elevations along the route range
from 110 feet above sea level to over
13,000 feet as hikers pass through
mountain ranges like the Sierra
Nevada.

Inrecent years, the PCT garnered
fame from Cheryl Strayed’s mem-
oir, Wild: From Lost to Found on
the Pacific Crest Trail, which went
on to inspire a film starring Reese
Witherspoon.

But Rempel’s inspiration came
from a source much closer to home.

Recently, she celebrated her
thirty-eighth birthday. This was also
the age at which her aunt’s life was
cut short due to cancer.

“It hit me in a new light because
we were very close,” says Rempel.
“She was like a second mom to me. [I
realized that] all the time I have yet to
live is time that she didn’t have. And
it's not guaranteed that any one of us
will have that time””

For Rempel, this meant taking a
hard look at the dreams that still lay
dormant within her.

Upon reflection, hiking the PCT
rose to the top of that list.

Rempel was no amateur hiker.
She’s undertaken other famous trails,
like the Juan de Fuca on Vancouver
Island, the Havasupai Trail in Ari-
zona, and the Kalalau Trail in Hawaii.
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Becky Rempel takes on the rugged Pacific Crest Trail.

A dietitian by day, Rempel also
teaches a backpacking course in her
free time at Stone Brook Strength in
Steinbach. It took months of prepara-
tion, she says, to ready herself for the
summer-long trek.

On April 6, she set out.

“I stuck my foot through the tall
metal fence, touched Mexican soil,
and started hiking north,” she says.
“For the first thousand miles of my
hike, I was what they call a purist.
I hiked every single step. Even if [I
wandered off the trail], I'd go back to
where I started and I would carry on
from there”

Along the way, she says, you nat-
urally meet other hikers and travel
together for a time. They become
known as your trail family, or in hik-
ing terms, your tramily.

While there are trails that cater
to hikers by offering easy to access
sleeping accommodations and
amenities en route, Rempel says the
PCT is not one of them.

“The PCT is not luxurious,’
Rempel says. “You're very much in
the wilderness. The longest stretch I
did was ten days between towns. It's
very rugged rural”

Rempel, like many other long-dis-
tance hikers, carried a single-person
tent on her backpack to provide
nightly sleeping accommodations
under the stars. Hikers are expected
to leave no trace, a policy that
requires campers to pitch their tents
a certain distance from any natural
water source in order to disrupt wild-
life as little as possible.

“Some of my favourite nights were
sleeping solo. Sometimes I preferred
to camp at the top of a ridge or moun-
tain. Just the view was spectacular so

Iwould sometimes climb a little extra
just to pitch my tent up there.”

Daily, she rose before the sun,
paused from her walking about
midday, and took a siesta in her
lightweight hammock. After a brief
rest, she'd carry on, hiking an average
of 12 hours per day.

Occasionally, when there was a
town nearby, she'd reward herself
with a zero day where no official trail
miles were logged. On these days
she'd gather groceries, shower, and
do her laundry.

The initial stretch of trail Rempel
walked took her through desert ter-
rain. Here she came in direct con-
tact with her first wildlife threat; she
stepped on a rattlesnake which was
hiding beneath a bush that overhung
the trail.

“You have to be very careful. If you
sitdown on arock or alog, you don’t
want to put your hand into any crev-
ice because that’s where the snakes
like to hide.”

Thankfully, the snake was scared
off and didn't strike.

Rempel shares other stories of
close encounters with black bears,
especially in camps when hikers
were cooking dinner. They'd been
instructed by park rangers on what
to do in such a situation: run directly
at the bear, making lots of noise—as
ifyou're the threat.

The tactic proved effective, but not
always immediately so.

Mother Nature could prove
equally ominous. Rempel is aware
of other hikers who have lost their
lives on the PCT, some due to alti-
tude sickness and others who were
washed away when attempting river
crossings.

ficCrest Trail
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For Rempel, it was the mountain-
ous regions that required the real
grit. Specifically, Mount San Jacinto,
which came early in her trek. By the
time she arrived, the summit snows
were just beginning to melt.

“It's actually recommended to
hike [the mountain trails] with other
people. We'd start pretty early in the
day, like 4:00 a.m., when it’s still dark
and the snow is hard and it’s safe.
Then you'd try and get as many miles
hiked as you can”

In this terrain, many dangers
await. When snow conditions are
soft, hikers can end up post-holing,
a situation where the foot pushes
through the top layer of snow. When
this happens, there is a risk of being
impaled by sharp objects beneath
the surface.

Blowdowns are another common
hurdle. These conditions result from
trees falling across the trail, often-
times massive old growth trees that
land in places where the trails are as
narrow as 18 inches wide with steep
rock cliffs on either side.

In these circumstances, hikers
are forced to climb over or under the
massive trunk in order to continue
forward.

Rempel recalls nearly losing her
grip while ascending a tree that was
barkless and slippery and leaned
precariously toward a sharp cliff.

She made it, she says, but not
without every muscle in her body
experiencing spasmic shaking for
some time afterward.

In these regions, GPS systems
are a must as trails generally aren’t
marked. Hikers are also wise to
wear spikes on their boots and carry
icepicks.

“There was one section where
there was nowhere to camp, as we
were climbing up the mountain, so
we had to continue later into the day
than we wanted to. The snow started
getting slippery and slushy. And even
with one-inch spikes, it was harder to
get that bite into the snow. We were
walking on this one ridge where it’s
very steep. It's a good long slide down
and you'd be pinballing off of trees if
you fell. That was the longest point-
four miles of my life””

She describes the trails through
Oregon and Washington as some-
what easier. They meander deep into
lush old-growth forests, into canyons,
and through volcanic landscapes
with breathtaking emerald lakes and
never-ending hilltop vistas.

Throughout the trip, Rempel wore
the SOS device with which she main-
tained contact with home on a daily
basis. The device allowed Rempel to
request a change in gear or arrange
for extra food to be sent from home.

It also helped her keep her back-
pack at a reasonable weight.

Rempel’s mother Diana waited at
home, sending new parcels to des-
tinations where Rempel would soon
be scheduled to arrive. She likewise
received packages of gear that her
daughter no longer needed.

Included in these regular ship-
ments was food. Prior to leaving
home, Rempel prepared more
than 150 dehydrated meals to be
shipped at intervals throughout her
trek. These included white wine and
mushroom risotto, broccoli cheddar
soup, chicken pad thai, and tuna noo-
dle casserole.

These fully cooked, dehydrated
meals kept hiking life simple. They
required only a bit of water, a small
pot, a small burner and gas canister,
and a spork.

At a few points throughout the
journey, Rempel was joined by hiking
cohorts. Diana was among them.

“She hiked in six miles and met
me on the trail and then we camped
for the night,” Rempel says. “There
was a waterfall there that goes over a
tunnel and you get to hike in behind
the waterfall and it’s just beautiful”

Rempel arrived back at her par-
ents’ home in Niverville in mid-Sep-
tember, feeling accomplished and
empowered.

“The PCT kind of taught me that's
it’s possible to achieve your dreams.
A lot of the time life is about goals,
like getting that car or [chasing] your
career. But dreams should happen
too.
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Rising Star Chases Soccer Dream

By Jennifer Lavin

B jlavin@nivervillecitizen.com

Earlier this month, 11-year-
old Bautista Ramirez Imaz
travelled with his team to
the United Kingdom to play
against 16 of the best under-12
football clubs in the world.

Imazis a midfielder for the
Toca Pro Football Club, a train-
ing academy for rising stars in
the world of soccer, based in
Mississauga, Ontario.

Earlier this month, the
Toca FC travelled to the UK
to participate in the Norwich
Mina Cup. Imaz’s team was
the only Canadian squad in
attendance.

The Norwich Mina Cup
tourney is a qualifier for the
Dubai Mina Cup, one of the
more prestigious soccer tour-
naments in the world.

Toca Pro FC played against
powerhouse teams such as
Chelsea and Liverpool and
advanced to the Gold Cup
semifinals of the Norwich
tournament to end the event in
fourth place. They won seven
out of eight of their matches
and allowed only one goal
into their net throughout the
weekend.

Imaz was born in Argentina
and received a soccer ball from
his grandfather on the day he
was born. When he was two,
his family moved to Mani-
toba, settling down locally in
Grande Pointe.

By age seven he was train-
ing with 1v1 Fatbol Dreams, an
organization that connected
him to Argentinos Juniors, a
club in Argentina with whom
he was able to train for three
weeks in 2020 while visiting
family.

In the summer of 2023,
Imaz participated in a summer

camp with Toca Pro FC and
their head coach and owner,
David Velastegui, invited him
to be part of their Showcase
team, making him the only
out-of-province athlete able
to travel with the team to big
tournaments.

A year later, the family left
Manitoba and relocated to
Mississauga, where they are
now closer to the Toca Pro
club.

Imaz’s mother Paola
describes some of the family’s
experiences so far with the
organization.

“We joined them in
multiple tournaments, the
biggest one being the Inter
Miami Youth International
Tournament, where they
lost in the finals against the

Eleven-year-old Bautista Ramirez Imaz (centre) with his teammates.

number-one-ranked team
in the U.S.A.” Paola says. “Of
course, one of the highlights
was watching [soccer star
Lionel] Messi watching his
kids playing in the same
tournament!”

Velastagui shares how
proud he is of his team.

“This was a significant test
to measure [the athletes’]
abilities against some of the
top academy teams in Europe,”
says Velastagui. “They not
only demonstrated remark-
able technical skills but also
displayed the hunger and
determination to compete at
the highest level. I am truly
excited about the future for
these boys. Their success in
dominating the Canadian
soccer scene, and now with
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these results, proves that we
are ready to take on the world”
According to Velastagui, the
Mina Cup tournament plays
a crucial role in the develop-
ment and scouting of Can-
adian players. This made the
tourney even more important
to Imaz, as he hopes to one day
become a professional soccer
player—or, if that doesn’t work
out, he wants to become a
coach and remain engaged
in the soccer community.
“The most important thing
I've learned is that you can be
asmall club in front of the big
teams,” says Imaz. “They can
underestimate your team, but
when the game starts they are
just another 11 boys playing
soccer. So you get out there
and show what you have.
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An Offensive Struggle

By Ty Dilello

X tdilello@nivervillecitizen.com

After starting off the season with a
flurry of offence, the Niverville Night-
hawks ran into a wall in October,
struggling to find the back of the net.

Despite some tough losses, how-
ever, the team roared back to end the
month on a high note.

OCTOBER 4

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, AWAY

The Nighthawks gave it a spirited ef-
fort but were unable to overcome the
Virden Oil Capitals, falling 3-1 on the
road on this Friday night tilt.

Niverville’s Avery Laliberte
opened the game’s scoring five
minutes into the opening frame
while on the power play.

That was the only scoring in the
first period.

In the second period, Virden
came alive with a couple of early
goals that put Niverville on their
heels.

The Oil Capitals added another
tally in the third period, and that
was all she wrote.

“I thought Virden filled the shot
lanes very well,” said head coach
Dwight Hirst. “They had a lot of
shot blocks tonight and we didn’t
recognize the importance of getting
pucks off quickly and not dusting
it off. Defensively, as a team, we
just didn’t play well enough as a
five-man unit in our own end. We
didn’t box out or get to loose pucks
quick enough and Virden’s second
effort tonight was more noticeable
than ours”

Hirst was also quick to point out
the positives of his team’s play.
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“Our special teams added
another power play goal and we
had a few good pushes to pull it
back closer at times. There were
glimpses, but more lapses in our
own game,” Hirst added. “This one
is over now, and we've got to move
ahead towards practice on Monday.
We have to pull out some of the
positives and drop the negatives.
Watching some game film will be
important in the days to come for
our team.”
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Celebrating a goal versus the Winnipeg Freeze on October 25.

OCTOBER 9

WINNIPEG BLUES, AWAY

The team got back in the win column
with a swift 4-2 victory over the Win-
nipeg Blues.

The Nighthawks found their
offence early as they exploded in
the first period with a trio of goals.

Adam Vigfusson scored twice
while Alex Ballard scored as well,
to give Niverville a 3-0 lead after
the first frame.

In the second period, Winnipeg
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would get one back before Aiden
Corbett extended the Nighthawks
lead.

Winnipeg scored once more in
the third period but couldn’t make
the game any closer and Niverville
held on for the win.

“We just needed to start in the
driver’s seat and push our style
upon the Blues,” said Hirst. “It is
a goal of ours to not chase hockey
games.”

Vigfusson was the star of the

night. The Nighthawks forward had
two goals and two assists on the
night. He was leading the team at
10 points in seven games to start
the season.

“Viggy had a great game and
played with the speed he’s known
to play with,” Hirst said. “When he
gets the puck moving north and
putting pucks into space to make
it another foot race, he’s winning
that race and getting himself into
those opportunities like tonight”

OCTOBER 11

NORTHERN MANITOBA BLIZZARD, HOME
The Nighthawks couldn’t overcome
a defensive struggle at home on this
Friday night at the CRRC, falling 1-0
to the Northern Manitoba Blizzard.

It was a closely checked game
the whole way through, and in the
process, despite the loss, Niverville
proved they could play with the
league’s best.

After a scoreless first two per-
iods, Northern Manitoba got on
the board early in the third. The
Nighthawks pushed hard but were
unable to score the tying goal.

The Nighthawks outshot the
Blizzard by a 21-14 margin.

“It was a very close game all
the way,” said Hirst. “It was a play-
off-type game that was tightly con-
tested by both clubs. Defensively, I
thought we were good tonight, but
we got to score to have a chance
and that’s the bottom line.”

The Nighthawks looked ahead
to a road game the following night
versus Steinbach.

“We need to get pucks at the net
and go to the hard areas for second
chance opportunities,” said Hirst.
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“We generated opportunities to get
to those areas and didn’t take that
step into that space. We just need
to develop that layer of attack and
we'll be okay going forward.”

OCTOBER 12

STEINBACH PISTONS, AWAY

Steinbach proved to be too much for
the Nighthawks, defeating them in
convincing fashion.

After a scoreless first period, the
Pistons turned on the gas, exploding
with a four-goal outburst to lead four
to zip.

The teams traded goals in the
third period, and the game ended
5-1in Steinbach’s favour.

Dawson Zeller had the lone goal
for Niverville on the power play.

“Steinbach is very good, as they
stay with what works and always
stay to their identity. They are calm,
composed, and confident with what
they do game in and game out,”
said Hirst. “We made some mental
mistakes that were bad errors in
judgment and those things caught
up to us. The first period was great,
and then it felt like we didn’t need
to stick to our game plan.”

Hirst said the team would take a
couple days off the ice and get back
at it in preparation for a midweek
tilt against the Portage Terriers.

“We need one good day of details
and habits before we go to Portage
on Wednesday.”

OCTOBER 16

PORTAGE TERRIERS, AWAY

But the losing streak extended to
three, despite the Portage game be-
ing tight and seeming like it could
have gone either way.

In fact, the Nighthawks actually
outshot Portage 32-27 over the
course of the contest.

Portage opened the scoring just
two minutes into the game, but the
Nighthawks replied a few minutes
later with Corbett’s third tally of the
season.

Portage scored twice in the
second period, just nine seconds
apart, and that seemed to break
the game open to the point where
Niverville could not recover.

“The first period was good for us,
as we outshot them. We let them
hang around, and then turnovers
gave them those opportunities to
score,” said Hirst. “They just got
pucks on net and kept with it. We
played in spurts and didn’t play
with enough battle in our game.”

Despite the rough string of
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losses, Hirst noted there were a lot
of positives going on behind the
scenes.

“The positives are that we con-
tinue to shut down other teams’
power plays and then score when
we get a power play,” said Hirst.
“Our special teams have been
really great. Our defensive struc-
ture through-
out the ice has
been good too.
We've just got
to take pucks to
the net harder
and get into
those trenches
around the net
to generate
second chance
opportunities,
because our
first shots are
not beating
goalies clean.
There are
opportun-
ities for tips,
screens, and
rebounds. But you’e got to be
there to capitalize when the puck
is there. When you have a tough
time generating offence, you have
to create second and third chance
opportunities.”

OCTOBER 18

WINNIPEG BLUES, HOME

On Friday night at the CRRC, the
Nighthawks got back to form with a
close victory over the Winnipeg Blues
by a score of 3-2.

The Nighthawks put on a great
performance for the home crowd,
outshooting their opposition 51-18.

After a scoreless first period,
Winnipeg opened the scoring just
30 seconds into the second frame.

Niverville found their offence
later in the second period. They
scored three goals in eight minutes
to go up 3-1. The tallies came from
Jase Konecsni, Matteo Speranza,
and Carter Spirig.

In the third period, Winnipeg got
one back, but they came no closer.

“It was great to get back in the
win column,” said Hirst. “Virden'’s
goalie played very well, but we
didn’t make it hard enough on him
with getting in his eyes and mak-
ing him fight through traffic. Our
goals came from second chance
opportunities and traffic in front
of the net”

It was a quick turnaround, as
the Nighthawks were back in action

with another home game the fol-
lowing tonight against the Virden
Oil Capitals.

“It’s going to take a full group
effort, as it will be three games in
four days for us,” Hirst said. “We
need to stay in the fight every shift
along the way if we're going to be
successful”

Raiden LeGall in net for the Nighthawks.

OCTOBER 19

VIRDEN OIL CAPITALS, HOME

For the second time this month, the
Niverville Nighthawks found them-
selves in hot water with the Virden
Oil Capitals, falling 4-0.

Virden opened the scoring in the
first period with a goal six minutes
in and didn’t look back.

The Oil Capitals then silenced
the home crowd in the second
period with a trio of goals to go
up 4-0—and that’s how the game
would end after a scoreless third
period.

In net, Niverville’s Raiden LeGall
stopped 25 shots in the loss.

Once again, the Nighthawks
outshot Virden but weren’t able to
get through and bury any goals on
the night.

“Traffic and more traffic,” said
Hirst. “Shots without traffic isn’t the
recipe unless you're beating goalies
clean. Second chance opportunities
don’t come without that net-front
traffic... The fact that we played
three games in four games can’t be
an excuse as nobody in this league
cares if you're tired.”

Next up: the Pistons.

“We're going to work with some
game tape, with an instruction on
structure when the offence isn’t
going and getting it done,” said
Hirst. “We have to find ways to win
when things are not going your

”
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OCTOBER 23

STEINBACH PISTONS, HOME

Despite being shut out versus the Pis-
tons on home ice, it was a close game.

Steinbach opened the scoring
with a pair of goals in the first five
minutes of the game, and then both
teams locked things down on the
defensive side.

Both teams
had chances
in the second
and third per-
iods, going on

nx a/"

49770#8 the power play

,‘ "555 several times,

W1 .

4 5,4,1’, but neither

s 4;5; could find the

A 5”‘} back of the net.
el The Night-

hawks pressed
but just could
not score and
time eventually
ran out.

“It was
another tight
loss, but there
are some posi-
tives to take, like the willingness to
stay in the fight and compete for
every shift ahead of you,” said Hirst.
“Ithink we are our own enemy right
now... We just need to get back to
the basics of getting to the net and
creating opportunities for second
and third chance opportunities that
are there when you are at the net”
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OCTOBER 25

WINNIPEG FREEZE, HOME

The Nighthawks at last found them-
selves on the winning side with a
thrilling 6-5 home victory over the
Winnipeg Freeze—a contest that got
pushed all the way to a shootout.

Niverville scored twice in the
first period with goals from Vig-
fusson and Merik Boles.

After jumping to a 2-1 lead,
though, Winnipeg got rolling in the
second period. The Freeze got a trio
of quick goals to go up 4-2.

Luke Mackenzie got one past
the opposing netminder for Niver-
ville at the tail end of the period to
tighten the score.

In the third period, Niverville’s
Calyb Moore scored his first of the
season to tie the game at four goals
apiece—only for the Freeze to go
up again.

With just 30 seconds left in the
game, Vigfusson played the part of
hometown hero, netting his second
goal of the night and the equalizer.

No goals in overtime meant the
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teams were headed to a shootout.

Vigfusson and Zeller both scored
in the shootout to give Niverville the
6-5 victory.

“I'm very proud of the boys for
staying with it and getting that
tying goal,” said Hirst. “Then we
were pushing the pace in over-
time, controlled the possession in
overtime, and got two big goals in
the shootout. Raiden [LeGall] gave
us the opportunity to get to over-
time and held up his bargain in the
shootout as well”

It was another quick turnaround
as the Nighthawks were back in
action the following night, this time
versus the Neepawa Titans.

“Big wins are great and those
are moments that can jumpstart an
offence back to what we are capable
of,” said Hirst. “It should be a great
game with Neepawa.”

OCTOBER 26

NEEPAWA TITANS, HOME

The Nighthawks won their second
straight game with a big 4-1 win over
the Titans.

With the win, the Nighthawks
ended the month in fifth place in the
MJHLs East Division with a record
of 8-7-0.

It was a dominant game from
start to finish for the home team.
The Nighthawks scored three times
in the opening frame, with goals
from Speranza, Hayden Wheddon,
and Vigfusson.

Corbett then got another in the
second period to make it 4-0. To
make it extra sweet, this one was
short-handed.

In the final period, Neepawa got
one back, but that’s as close as they
ever got.

“It was about playing responsible
hockey with or without the puck,
and we did that tonight, riding
waves of momentum throughout
the game and taking what is avail-
able during those shifts and not
getting into situations that favoured
Neepawa,” said Hirst. “It’s a step in
our maturity as a team.”

He added that the team got
pucks up quickly and put the Titans
on their heels.

“Getting the puck deep with
pressure was key for our club
tonight,” he said. “Pushing pace and
speed goes back to our identity as a
team. We want to be fast, heavy on
pucks, and resilient with our game
plan. We checked all three of those
off tonight, so we want to keep that
going heading into next week.”
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